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is The mean pressure of the seven days ds y a 29°56 4 
, The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, S. G’s Office  29°651 | 
Ho Vee | 
The total number of hours of bright sunshine of the seven days Kis eye 40". ey ae 
tt =) Ra ae 
er The mean temperature of the seven days. ‘ 3 OLE ous 
© ~~ The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, S. G’s Office vee 00% ma aa 
a * The extreme variation of temperature during the seven days ze be 5 saat 
is The maximum temperature during the sevea days ‘5 se ae = BBL 
~~ Milles, 
The highest velocity of the wind in one hour during the seven days “ egret <9 
Tbs. 
The highest pressure of the wind on one square foot during the seven days gis, ees 
The mean relative humidity during the seven days . 


The average relative humidity of the corresponding period for 24 years, S G’s Office s 


The total fall of rain from 2nd to 8th September 18838 





The average fall of the corresponding period ior 24 years, 8. G’s Office... "ee 
“The total fall from 1st January to 8th September 1883 ae vee weprun 
e.., The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, $.G’s, Office... * serra) ia: ie 
The mean pressure, temperature, &c., are deduced from the traces of the Barograph and Therm 
and from observations made at 6h, 10h, 16h, and 22h. Seaael 
be at » The maximum and minimum temperatures are obtained from self-registering thermometers. 


Site ometers are verified and the readings have been corrected to a standard constructed and 
ao Bec eeceraery. They are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides, and are suspen 
~  ® above the ground. ; : ; 7 re 
ay The barometer readings are corrected approximately to those of the standard N 
formerly at the Surveyor-General’s Office. =the 
age The hygrometric elements are obteined from Tables 111, IV and V of the official tab! 
 4Meteorological office, aud based on Regnault’s modifications of August’s formula. . 
* . The direction of the movement of the wind are taken from the trace of a Bi 
Tbe mouth of the rain-gauge is one foot above the ground. aie =: 
ovovercast, g gloomy, d drizzling rain, ¢ thunder, p passing temporary showers, J 
ati eirtir. beret ate Ren bales 
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The 10th September 1583, 












cclhaied ‘heb WhiePmemsievals. Obeervations taken at the Meteorological 
_ Office, Chowringhee, in the month of August 1883. 
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Date, ’ 
‘The mean temperature during the month ‘se ve BLS - 
pcs The highest temperature during the month “a oo» ‘OB 1th 
_- “The lowest temperature during the month  * .. 750 Ist 
a : The range of temperature durivg the month soe -» 163 
~The mean daily range of temperature during the month «s 10:1 
The greatest range of temperature in one day during the mouth . 144 14th 
oy 
The mean humidity during the month ose - 89 
¥ Inches, 
wh The mean vapour tension during the month ae os 9°68 ; 
i The total rainfall of the month —_ r ” as B75 es 
7 The greatest fall in 24 hours ee ee «. 183 8th 
‘ ; Days. a 
The number of rainy days in the month —... se vee Od 
# - ALEXANDER PEDLER, 


For Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of India, 


ny MereorovocicaL Orrtce, Inpra, 
a ' The 10th September 1888. 


- Results of the Thermometrical Observations taken at the Meteorologicai Office, 
, Chowringhee, from 2nd to 8th September 1883. 
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79-9 ‘988 789 89 0-03 
78% ‘9515 779 92 O43 
797 1001 792 98 | 0-84 
80 790 89 0-05 
791 ‘949 776 85 ~. 06. 
788 M45 775 86 013 
737 M1 77 90 Nil 





















__ The mean temperature of the seven days wy 817 






ts _ ‘The extreme variation of tem re | tac during the seven days , ove mr TLS 
& Te igs Pea temperature during the seven days eas ve BOB ’ 
” i ap o Vs eo «4 * > 


: seat moan relative humidity during the seven days -_ vi 


Inches, 
total fall of rain from 2nd to 8th ‘Beatember 1883 ve oe: 1°ae ¥, 
temperature and humidity are obtained by applying to the mean of the 10h, 16h, and 
; eral rect: Olion ri the range, an derived from the hourly observations ieee 
et , in past years. ae 
aN SAUiy “ALEXANDER Pepter, 


Bor Meteorlogica Reporter to the Govt. xf ite: 










28th July 1883. = 

















Tre approximate figures for the period are as follow :— Materials carried on 


Goods, Total. Revenue account, ins 
? Coaching. Pep mer 
efor > - 


lr 


Rs. K q 
wets oe 7,088 8,14,205 67, 50,005 25,895,593 39,99,988 
Ms iss a Cll ORT 7.88, 155 69,395,896 24,95,006 $2,63,221 
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Biss = 
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ih Increase... + we 104,080 $1,140 ienade 1,00,527 _ 1a 6e7 20,865 
“ Decrease va vost isa i ana ie 2 





Increases — 
15 percent, in Passengers. 
4  , Conching earnings. 
4 4» Goods ” 


3 per cent. weight of goods. 
Coacutna. : oy 
increase in 83rd class passengors is chiefly due to the larce number of passengers travelling short distances at the Howrah * 


end of the line owing to the festival of “ Ruthjatra,” when we carried 25,000 passengers to and from Serampore station, and 
labourers journeying to Calcutta for employment. : = (ee. 


Goops. » 


The variation in the result of the goods traffic for the period, i.e. ani noreaso in receipts with a decrease in weight earried, is 

+ saad a ae oe off in construction materials, seeds, and pulses, of which we carried large quantities last year for - 
ratively low freights. 

"The following were the principal staples affected during the month :— 


















Increases. 
Coal, upwards. Foreign railway materials, : 
» downwards, Salt, 
Wheat. Tobacco, 
Gunny. ° il | 
Decreases. t 
Cotton. Tron. 
Commissariat and Ordnance stores. Seeds. 
~~ Pulses, 
Remarks. . 
Coal, upwards too seh oes oe Mads, $1,460 Rs 1 a 
» downwards a ns - “ » 91,520 ner ee 
The demands for up-country stations and foreign railways were on a more favourable scule. + ete 
The demand in the Calcutta market continues. - f 
Wheat a ssi see ssi ove Mds. — 8,30,800 Rs. 1,388,520 NY, Yee 
The advices from home of the harvest prospects having been favourable, the demand which we had experiendéd in the : ye veh 
(aa, Broad moderated considerably, so that the average weight carried per week, as compared with Jane, declined from oS 
to tans. r eb 
Gunny ee sa x aed st Mds, —-:14,100 Rs, 15,560 Cee 
Consequent upon the increase in the grain traffic, ‘: - : 
Foreign Railway materials oa vos Mds, —:1,28,220 Rs. 1,11,460° 






The extensions of the O. and R, and the C, and F. Railways and the construction of the Bengal ana North-Western ad 
Rohiikund and Kumaou Railways, are furnishing us with material for carriage in large quantities, which will probably pay a te 
Mds. 217,490 Rs 623010. 


sg "or come time:lon 5 
oe. . For some months past the salt traffic has been normal, and this increase must be attributed to stocks having becomo 
Beet em e ; <a ae 
. Md.” 17,050 Ra, 18,620 


ye 
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, Tobacco eee ose vo oo 
This appears to be a fluctuation only, due to increased demands, 
Decrzasns. ness Wiast s 





aa Cotton ‘ 


ct Ras “” one oy are dee Mads 5 22,610 bee 
ei Qi from the Calcutta market report :—* Cotton is dull and the seagon may be canines as ome 
ee Stores be S08 aes 55 Mas. —_ Rs, 19,470 
This ee off may be ‘ascribed to the operations going on Jast year in connection with the Castes dcjulmen 
ses 835 oy an ra bon M 1,1 . $2,180 
This decrease is shown at stations between Mokameh and Patna Ghat, iad'Septictls Sa wih shee demar 


~ 
Calcutta, : 
‘ ron =p $0¢ i vow or 4 , eer 
att - ‘ Mas. 21,050 Rs. 21,020 


A falling off in demand for export will account for this Rees Pipa Mds, 76100 
‘The train mileage for the period has been, excluding maintenance and locomotive coal train mileage — 
Conching. “Goods, 
: Ra, ‘ 
“ oo one oe 249,182 
2,12,423 - 
—_ 
36,709 


ae 


Increase 
Decrease 





EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. 











Statement showing the Totals and Increases and Decreases of Staples during four weeks , . y 

ending 28th July 1883. Fane - 

Wient, | Amount. | Net. — a 7 

STAPLES. es 
1882, | 1883, | 1882, | 1883, | Increase. Decrease, pie” sh 
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CoactIne TRAFFIC, Maem pIaR ax 0 alana 


Sumber of | Conchi eel 
Shasctcean. seoulpte Weight carried.! Receipts. 


Re. a. P. Mads, ¢. 


181.3870 | 1,84,008 8 0 22,99,532 30 | 5,90,018 7 . mele 13 jae >for 
veedee woo , Sol 8 o6 


1,043,720 | 15,753,403 5 0 | 1,87,79,654 20 | 63,10,230 8 5 | 1,96,806 8 4|70,27,037 0 9 
aa tat LRH bender parbidsnt acne! ATL oth ea 
1,725,000 | 17,060,401 18 0 | 2,10,19,187 10 | a,07,168 ui Tos,008 9 7 | 79,20,161 1 s| 3 


— — = | — —— | — ——- = 


‘ bee Mis) Nas 178,231 | 2,282,489 5 8 19,660,010 10 | 4,17,887 0 4/ 36,768 14 5) 6,706,080 4 0 
of railway correspond- 


S akalay ae sg sevens a7 9 6 377 6 a6o4 oo 4 
or ee on 1,690,689 | 18,60,102 $21 | 1,04,01,086 10 | 49,94.789 6 2) 1,81,197 12 Be veal 6 dl 500,017 





EASTERN BENGAL KAILWAY COMPANY. 
unveils: Raton Return of Traffic Sor week ended lst os. all 1883, on 208} miles open. 


Ra. a. Mas. ». | Rs. a. P, ae r Ra, a. P. 


58,768 27,80 0 Oo 228,174 0 516 0 0 os1 0 0 $1,987 0 0 
24 Melee 2 2818 8) 215 0 396 8 lu 


408,026 220.818 oo 16,57,513 0 _5,81,805 aa) 2,118 0 0 | 5,657,730 0 0 | 


467,30) | 208,702 oo 18,985,087 0 yes a21 00) 2008 0 0 6,389,717 0 0 | 


+o | See Se eee | 


50,583 25,230 0 0 407,518 0 144,005 0 0 1,439 0 ©) 1,71,270 0 0 567 


298 16 4 5 2,37: 20 Sul 15 2 85 8 w73 8 veeeee 
393,050 | 220,49 0 6 27,71,057 0 | 7,605,307 0 0 6410 0 0 | 9,08,228 0 0 54,5372 








Includes Ra, 250 on uccount of Revenue stores. 


EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY COMPANY. Miles open. 
Ea liat Section a 
al Railway =s (eomaorsa Return of Traffic for week ended | lst September 1883. (¢Dum-Dum ,, } 





| Ks. a, r. | Mads, 5. Rs. a. P. | Rs, a. P, 


2,904 630 0 17,822 0 49 0 
= 6,024 759 0 14405 0 oo 


1s S212 858 36 2110 
388 53 4 9S at ols 


19,659 5,486 0 1,03,483 0 1,828 0 5 
53,521 605 0 1,355 0 1s 0 7 


—_—— —_ — /|—___ ___ —- 


22,053 6,106 0 0 1,231,304 0 2,277 6 0 60 0 8,604 
5u,085 7% 0 0 22,700 0 10 0 0 wooo 7256 


ee ee | | —- -— 


a | 15,100 0 0 14,046 0 2417 0 0 wl 00 16,758 0 0 


PATNA AND GYA STATE RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return cs Traffic for Weck ended 26th Avguet 1883, on 57} miles » open 


DISK AND MINERAL 
Coacning TRaPPic. ee ete. 


Other varnines 
(estimated). = 


Namber of | Conchinx ; 
(asneneers, receipts. | Welahe earried.| Receipts. 


Re. «. »,| Mads, «| Ra. a, P 


3183 0 0 a so] 1,207 15 0 
550 4 2 1 


°27,887 1 2 18) _ th 67,638 o| +2077 3 0 


ware | 807 1 0 ~~ 4,62,635 0) (19,287 2 0 


§3,673'| 4.245 10 9 $21,703.20) 2050 LO 

ave ay 382 0 45 le 8 

67,487 | 38,714.12 6 1,03,435 0/ 42 5 0 
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Ruomrpre vor wenx xxDIKG 


_. Toran Ruouirrs vaom lst 
JANUARY 


To wend J 
st Jy | ist July 1883. a Sale: | Semis Sule 


Ra, a. P. 


230 20,504 0 0 
166 10,014 0 0 
56 2425 0 0 


me 1,068 0 06 


Miles, 


470 = 43,500 0 0 


Re. a. P. 
12,756,453 0 0 
403,093 0 0 
1,735,200 0 0 

47,456 0 0 


19,00,132 0 © 


Rs. 

100,002 0 0 
687 0 0 
477 0 0 


6981 0 0 


3,52,087 0 0 
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The Calcutta Gazette. 
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RESOLUTION ON THE GENERAL ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF i } 
~ THE BURDWAN DIVISION FOR THE YEAR 1882-83. 
| 
t 
GENERAL DEPARTMENT,—MISCELLANEOUS. © 


ee Calcutta, the 15th August 1983. cag 
= = _ RESOLUTION. . 


ear 1882 83. 
whom the report is submitted, held charge of the division © 

"epi year, , with the exception of a period ‘of ten days uear its close. 

~ Tours.—The Commissioner has given a full and interesting account 

rs, in the course of which he visited nearly the whole of the division, ear 

the district and most of the sub-divisional offices, and gave ‘as 

- attention to pete napa of im nee. Such of these as are 


The Gene Administration Report @f ‘io (Coumisioner of ‘the Burdwan Divison 
Saban 















5 sais: 
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| Seah iia 


‘of full amd intelligent diaries, and trusts that he will “indicate to the 





Collector of Bankoora and other officers the points in whicky their tours fell 
short'of a satisfactory standard Mr. Rivers Thompson also agrees with the j 
Oonimissioner as to the great value of spreading tours over all seasons of the ~ 


% year, and not restricting them to the cold-weather only. ‘The officers’ in 


charge of Howrah during the year, Messrs. Armstrong and Buckland, spent 
between them only 39 days in camp. There is probably less cause for the 
detention of the District Officer at Howrah than there is in the case of 
other districts. The Commissioner should call on Mr. Buckland for an 
explanation of the small amount of inspection duty performed by him 
as soon as he returns to the district, and a similar explanation should be sub- A 
mitted to Government by Mr. Armstrong through the Board of Revenue. ‘The 

tours of the Sub-Divisional Officers were on the whole satisfactory, though that 

of the Joint Magistrate of Serampore fell somewhat shurt of the standard 

laid down by Government. 

3 Weather and Crops.—Vhe rainfall, which was below the average of 
ordinary years in all districts except Hooghly, was intermittent and unequally 
distributed. On the low lands the rice crop was generally good, owing to the 
absence of floods ; but it failed to a considerable extent on the high lands owing 
to the want of water. The general yield for the whole division is estimated at 
about 10 annas. Some 20,000 bigahs of land, on which the rice would otherwise 
huve been very poor, were successfully irrigated from the Eden Canal in 
Burdwan. ‘The winter crops were good, and the yield of sugarcane was 
especially fine in Hooghly, Kurdwan, Beerbhoom, and Bankoora, in which 
districts the Beheea sugar-mills are being everywhere profitably introduced. 

The garden crops of Serampore and Jehanabad were good. ; 

4. Public Health—In Burdwan, Bankoora, and Beerbhoom fever was 
still prevalent, though it is believed to have been of a milder type than in the 
previous year. The fact that the mortality from this cause was greater than 
in 1881-82 is accounted for by the supposition that in Burdwan the registration 
of deaths has become more perfect, and that in the other districts the. 
people were so debilitated by previous fever that a milder type of disease 
produced more fatal effects than a severer type at the commencement of 
theepidemic. The latter explanation does not appear altogether satisfactory, but 
there is some ground for believing with the Commissioner that the fever is 2 
abating. In Midnapore the recorded mortality from fever was practically , 
unchanged ; and it is notibeable that throughout the division the disease has been 
more prevalent on the high laterite soil than in the low-lying alluvial tracts. 
There was a certain amount of cholera in all districts. In Serampore the 
prompt measures taken by the Sub-Divisional Officer in burning the latrines at 
the Champdani Jute Mills, and erecting others on an improved plan in their 
stead, effectively checked a small epidemic in which 70 fatal cases had 
occurred. In the same sub-division the Magistrate successfully combated an  “¥ 
outbreak of cattle-disease by segregating affected animals; but the Commis- 
sioner observes, apparently with much reason, that the almost universal 
conversion of pasturage into arable land has materially injured the stamina 
of cattle throughout the suburban districts. Vaccination has made satis- — 
factory progress throughout the division, and the opposition to it is said 
to have died out almost everywhere. Tact, however, is needed on the 


















part of the operators to render this state of things lasting, avd such instances 
as those mentioned by the Commissioner, where efforts were made to vaccinate + | 
children suffering from fever, and where extra fees were levied on pretence of 
the necessity for conciliating Sitala, the goddess of small-pox, are eminently — 
calculated to render the department unpopular, and should be sternly re: 
The Lieutenant-Governor would wiah or further particulars re 
levy of fees for the worship of Sitala, which the Superintendent of | 
is said to have justified, and desires that the Surgeon-General will. 
with a full report onthe subject. It is possible that the progress of vac 
in other divisions may beanie by similar obstacles, The 
by drainage during the year has not fa very satisfactory, 
will be further co Lin the Public Works Department 

The material condition of the lower classes to 


throughout the division, Labour commands high prices, 


. 5 


wiles ah , or i 
° > rr id ttl " ” 
* id Ae Fee 19 














market for produces» The Commissioner ;is, however, 
dering that theystruggle for existence vi the middle classes is\ becoming 
i morpoaarere: his is the natural result of the rapid development of education, 
oy nl panied as it is by a tendency among the middle classes to betake 
hemselves to any modes of earning their living, other than the necessarily 
limited resource of employment under the Government. 

5. Emigration and Immigration —The increase noticed last year in the 
number of emigrants registered in the Burdwan Division was maintained during 
that under review, 3,803 persons having been registered, against 3,650 in 
18-1-82, The increase, however, was confined to the districts of Bankoora, 

» Beerbhoom, and Midnapore, which together supply much less than half 
of the total number recruited From Booger and Howrah no emigration takes 
place in consequence of the large local demand for labour. The number 

| recruited in Burdwan shewed a falling off from 2,499 to 2,123. ‘Lhe 
emigrants recruited in the Burdwan district are nearly all foreigners, who 

i have come into it in the search for employment, and the decline in their 
numbers is ascribed to the fact that these men found employment ready to hand 
on the Burdwan water-works. It is probable also that much emigration: of 
foreigners takes place from Burdwan without the intervention of the Act. The 
Commissioner is probably right in supposing that the increase of emigration 
from Bankoora and Beerbhoom is due mainly to the favourable reports brought 
back by returned emigrants and garden sardars, rather than to the poor outturn 
of the rice crop. Complaints against recruiters were rare during the year, and 

\ the Commissioner believes that the class from which emigrants are recruited 
’ is now quite able to take care of itself, and is not likely to be deceived into 
emigration. One proof of this may perhaps be found in the fact that the 
great majority of labourers decline to be placed on contract for more than three 
yon but there are not wanting indications which point to an opposite state 
of things. 

The only immigration into the district is that of the Bauris, Sonthals, and 
Bhuniyas into the Raingunge sub-division for employment in the mines’ The 
town of Ranigunge also lies on the pilgrim routes to Gya, Baidyanath, and Pari, 
and has therefore a large floating population. The Lodging-house Act has 
recently been introduced. 


6. Prices of Food and Labour.—From the following table it will be seen 


that a slight increase took place in every district in the price of rice, as compared 
with the previous year :— 











1880-81. | 1881-82. 

























Districts. 
" Rice per Wheat per Rice per Wheat per Wheat pe: 
rapee. rupee. rupee, rupee, rupee. 

a - 
ke: ny Gy : 8. ot Ss. oc 8. c. 8. ‘c. 8. ¢ 8. c¢ 
Burdwan } 22. 9 16 15 28 3} 15 145 | 24 64] 15 9 
_ Bankoora ulcer ® 15 6 31 83 eee 29 12 14 14 
‘Keerbhoom sep 22 05 16 144} 28 104 15 6 25 7 16 13 
ba alae Raven 6 7? wd | 24 158 11 63 30 143 1410 98 .23..|. 18°.8 
peoweaey we Wee, | ieee | Tae 14 14 36 11 14 119] 22 12 14 5 
le st. lowrah © ws | 19 18 15 2 wo 208 | 35 29] 21 1 13 63 


"Phe fact that the prices of rice did nbdt rise ae the rate of 

20 seers to the ropee, notwithstanding the bad crops of the year, is due to 

; e stocks which remained unsold from 1880-81. With the exception of 

e during the prevalence of fever in the Bishenpur, sub-division of 
a, the price of labour remained unchanged. 

‘actures and Mines.—The account givenjin the Commissioner’s report 
on is very interesting, and will be communicated. 
Exhibition, to whom it will probably 
ticles for exhibition to be’made for 
» be in a declining state, an 
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~~ eloths is” teenwher owing to the competition of European p 
- - ai the business of the cotton mills of Howrah is reported to be f: _ 

F . off 6wing to the rivalry of Bombay, which is more favourably situated in” 
j respect of the cotion-producing districts. The jute mills and” presses of 
i ' Howrah are, however, thriving. The demand for shell-lac and stick lac 
continues brisk in Bankoora and Beerbhoom. Messrs. Burn and Co.'s potteries 

;, at sRanigunge are annually increasing in importance, and the cement works in 
Bie the Retghbourhood are said to promise well. The Barakhar iron works at 
Ee. Khendua, which have been purchased by the Government, and are under: the 
4 '  ‘thanagement of Ritter Von ktwars, are said to be briskly employed in pro- 






-_ ducing cast-iron. The Commissioner’s report contains an interesting extract 
4 , from a report by the Sub-Divisional Officer of Ranigunge regarding the coal mines 
‘of that district, which wili be further considered in tie Public Works Depart- 
_ ment. The low price of wal is a general complaint among the owners 
- «& — ofmines; but the consumption of Indian coal has to some extent revived, | 
bie and it may fairly be presumed that the enhanced demand will, if it lasts, Tead 
| © to the realization of higher prices. 

coo 8. Trade and Commerce.—The chief export from the division is rice, which © 
is exported from all districts. In spite of the less abundant crop, the large stocks 
over from the previous year kept prices down within the division, and lessened 
the demand from other parts of India. The exports of coal from the Ranigange 
sub-division is said to have amounted to 1,010,571 tons against 616,920 tons in 
‘tiie previous year. From the Bankoora district Rs 2,72,000 worth of brass and 
bell-metal wares is believed to have been exported, against Rs. 2,50,000 worth — _ 
in the previous year. The exports of stick-lac and shell-lac from the same _ 
district are estimated at 10,000 and 20,000 maunds respectively, aguinst 6,000 

and 13,000 maunds in the previous year. The Commissioner is of opinion 
that an improvement in the roads between the Chota Nagpur Division and 
Ghattal, through Bankoora and Midnapore, would do much to develo 

‘the trade of Southern Bankoora, which lies with Calcutta vid Ghatta aed 
rather than with the upper pooner vid Ranigunge. The view taken = 
by the Commissioner would appear to be opposed to the ideas of t 
the Road (‘ess Committees of Bankoora and Midnapore, but there can 3 
be very little doubt that the Commissioner is right. The matter is one, 
however, of some importance and should be investigated. The completion of |) 
the railway to Tarkessur, and the contemplated line from Howrah to Ampta, will 4 
probably influence the action of Road Committees. For some unexplained — 
reason the export of silk from Beerbhoom rose during the year from 
2,710 maunds to 6,462 maunds. Much of the silk exported from this district is, 
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. however? imported from Moorshedabad. The value of the export trade in ~ : 
bi potatoes from the Hooghly district is estimated at Rs. 24,19,556. [Phe export 4 
fe trade in country cloth from this district is also much more extensive than in 4 
ie most other districts, being estimated at nearly thirty-one lakhs of rupees...The 
K total exports of the Hooghly district are believed to exceed 134 lakhs of rupees; 
ig e and the imports, consisting chiefly of piece-goods, rice, ghee, and twist, are 
e put down at nearly 89 lakhs, The figures, however, more indicate than 
Ks measure the trade. ve wile 
De The following statement shews the quantity and value of the goods whi 
& have passed through the Midnapore canals during the last three years :— _ 
fi - ; , Exports. so : 
i aR. \ sa iy 
; Lele ee iz » 28,29,825 
iE 188/82... ‘at cs ves 82,07,069 
LS 1882-83: 0. sae ea x fe 
. ‘ Imports. Poa 
ee 1880-81 eee oer ee aoe 
i. oD 1881-82 ss. rity rv a 
ae 1882-83 pved ' eeSPN , oe a sone ; 
Be Rice formed more than half of the exports. ’ 
“ ‘explained. but is believed by the Commissioner 
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© agg nl sere , to say as little as possible. Only 


profitable nature of expenditure.on carefully se blic works... 


- Public feeling is confined toa comparatively small class of cay who have reat 
eduoated st Government schools and colleges, and who have imbibed an interest in politics 
came with the English language and literature which they studied there. 

Of this class there are two branches+the older, wiser, and more far-seeing, who appre- 
ciate the benefits conferred on their country by British rule, and the younger, more ambitiohs, 
and less experienced, who think themselves fit ‘ier the highest power, and have learnt to look 
4 us as enemies, who are keeping them out of the independence and universal prosperity 

they would enjoy if we left the country. 


the two subjects that have attracted the attention of this class are the Local Belf-Governs” 


ment scheme, and the Criminal Jurisdiction Bill. The former has been much discussed in all 


as towns, but has failed to arouse sy berate ts in the minds of the rural population. » 


, this measure, when at announced, gave rise to the most pregtlea 
anticipations among the educated classes. As time has gone on, and the moderate of 
the has become apparent, the interest in it has very much died out. A p and 

admission to a share in the minor branches of the administration, with no pay, much 
work, and or little glory, is not a prospect: which has much attractions for the light- 
youths who aspire to govern Bengal ; while the older and wiser men openly 
say that things are — better anagel B at present than they are likely to be under the new 
+ law,, which, , whenever and in whatever oe it may eventually issue, will 
Ria fall v: ti, egg effect very little real change in the position of affairs. 
ds the C Criminal Jurisdiction Bill, all the Collectors of the Division report that 
ded with dislike and | t by the majority of the educated natives; but 
mo eoneea propaga hus has been or, in favour of it by emissaries from Calcutta, that 
the younger and experienced are carried away by it. They are sedulously tanght to 
ard it as a pattle fe eacee supremacy between the European and the Bengali, in which, if they 
stand firm, they are certain, seeing how strongly the Viceroy and his Council lean to 
their psa to gain the 
| have been got i in the chief towns of the Division by emissaries from Caloutta, 
which to induce the older and more experienced to attend, they have collected 
crowds of school-boys, Of these meetings it may be said, as of a certain meeting at me 
many centuries ago, that “the more part knew not wherefore they were come to “4 
These are described in the salve papers as “ crowded and influential.” The lector 
of Hooghly writes :—*“ Mr. B. De, the Joint-Magistrate, tells me that since the large m 
at Caloutte there has been a strong feeling raised in favour of the amendment of the Orimin: 
Procedure Bill extending the jurisdiction Sf Native Magistrates over British subjects, 
“ied that before that meeting there was not much feeling on the matter.” I call attention wae 
( italicised. With so active a propaganda being carried onin such a place as 
“Hong 1 I am not surpised to learn that at a miagge J at, Chinsurah, attended, the Collector 
says Nese aatiey — this, for I saw them going), chietly by school-boys, Mr. Justice Norris 


Vv -of the Division comes painful evidence of the intense mutual aversion 
‘raised by ere between Europeans and Natives. I could give many illustrations of this, 
igh officials have escaped this 
‘ Their position guarantees them to a certain extent against molestation; and if I 
“may from my own sentiments, they cannot forget the many ties of good service and 
that have united them with courteous — sage = pot Bengali gentlemen 
through many. ears; nor can they forget that the real lead native opinion do not 
spate vith the of agitation. itis to bo:rogretted that they donot speak outiand tell 
world what is the real opinion of the on this subject. Perhaps we can hardly 
blame them. for meting St ele A cence, and we at least are not. likely to desert 
'~ our old friends t reason ; still there isno doubt that a terribly bitter spirit has been 
BOL aideteseoben ono sak the ob eay 3 


\ 40. Public Press —On this subject the Commissioner makes the follow- 


ing remarks, quoting partially from Mr. Wilson, Collector of Midnapore :— 


~ 












: aan van Th Ba papers the Statesman, the Hindu Patriot, and the Bengilee are the 


Bengaiee has ing monte noticed the affairs of this district, and has once 
Sstiy on the track of something geing, wrong ; but the want of 
style in which it is written, great 

ig the vernacular papers the Shomeprokash 
ion, andi exercise some influence. ; 

-Gazatte. ayo the only papers published in the 
they are we well written, moderate in tone, and 
. But in these suburban districts those who read 
some of which are shpat in tone, 
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it <2 Pee Public feeling —The Commissioner’s remarks on this. subject, 
| ing the opinion of an experienced and observaut og, are reproduced in, 
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of, suchygeneral excitement as the it is hardly 
“nay ote wih engi sty sy 
_° ‘of popular fecling —am intensit which we must earnestly hope is only erg yee ae 
©" 11... Statistical Bnquiries—The Commissioner believes ‘that about one-half = 
of the total number of deaths occurring in the division is now reported to the 4 
ce, and attributes the reluctance of the people to report deaths to a — 
that the delay and inconvenience caused to families in which deaths suppose 
to be suspicious occur will be caused in all cases, suspicious or not, in which 
deaths come tothe knowledge of the police, and urges the importance of 
% st¥ictly limiting enquiries to eases in which suspicion exists, The Commis- 
detier’s remarks on this head will be communicated to the Inspector-General nt 
of Police. j : 
¢ » 12. Police and Crime.—The account given of the condition of the Division 
ye in respect of criminal cases is not very full, the Commissioner having no doubt 
° . reserved the bulk of his remarks for the Police Report. ‘The facts noticed are, 
* however, satisfactory. The number of cognizable cases fell from 18,977 in 
1881 to 16,459 in 1882, and vere common to all classes except that of serious ~~ 
offences against property, in which no change took place. In all districts, 
: except Howrah, the number of cases declared false rose; but the result of 
* prosecutions in false cases is described as far from satisfactory. In Burdwan 
. the increase of seven took place in the number of dacoities, believed by the 
t. Magistrate to be due to a temporary outbreak of crime, and not to any increase 
? in the number of professional dacoits in the district. A decline is also 
apparent in the number of non-cognizable cases, and is ascribed to the low 
Ps prices realised for food-grains, which rendered the prurasion of money forthe 
prosecution of petty cases a matter of difficulty. e conduct of the police, 
. except in the Burdwan district, is favourably described. : 
+ i. 13. Civil Justice.—The number of civil suits of every class rose consider. : 
ae ably during the year under review ; but the amount in dispute, both in suitsfor =~ 
money and moveubles, and in rent suits, fell considerably. In title and other =~ 
suits the increase in number was accompanied by a large increase in value, 
« thus :— S 


2 SUITS POR MONEY AND MOVE‘ DLES. Revr errs, TITLE AND OTHER SUITS, * 
‘ Value in Avorage Value in v , i 2- 
’ Number. | dispute, | value, | Number. dispute, | val Mumber: dispose . — Basie 


Re, Res, Rs. Re, 
1881 oe oes aad 21,918 23,14, 466 103°8 26,908 14,27,870 nee , ‘ oe in 1 
1882 obo wee eee 24,558 19, 88,863 810 29,791 13,49,518 A 637'1 t 


Pegs nie) Deo. aae sd aac | oninaenseeni PE uaa ti 4 tt et 
+5.220 | —2,25,623 —223°8 +2,796 +3009 
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With the exception of a decline in the number of title and other suits instituted” 

in Bankoora, the increase was common to all the districts of the division. ~~ 

In the opinion of the District Officers, the increase in suits for money and moye- 

ables, and in rent suits, was due to the low prices of agricultural produce, which — 

rendered om partons of x aigingen of money rents difficult, The Commis. 

sioner is disposed to explain it by the growin ularity of the civil courts, 
* to which people now resort gladly to soit dispatee infteet of keeping up etal! ye 
feuds, Both causes have probably been at work to a considerable extent. Of ©  ¥ 
the total number of suits settled during the year, which includes those pending” 
from the previous year, 29,590 were withdrawn or compromised, 21,811 were 
decided ex parte, and 13,603 only contested. the number of cases pending at 
the close of the year was $,106. The Lieutenant-Governor regrets that the 
Commissioner should have to complain of the meagreness of the informatiog: di 
supplied to him under this head by the Collectors of Hooghly, Midnapore, and 
Beerbhoom, and the Deputy Collector of Howrah, and trusts that move com- 
plete reports may be furnished in fature. cosa 

14. Land and Land Revenue-—The collections of land revenue, ' 
amounted to Rs. 78,09,905, out of a current demand of Rs. 81,62,527, and 
_ Rs, 5,73,528 out of an arrear demand of Rs. 7,09,725, though still falling 
' satisfactory standard, shew a marked improvement over those of th 
The balance, as on previous occasions, is mainly due fro: 
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. Midnapore. The collections on the 
estates of Jellamutha and amutha, which last year 





initiated by Mr. Tinccacs and carried out by Mr. Slack, risen to 61-1 per cént. 
‘of the demand. Considerable remissions haye been made, and it is believed by 
the Commissioner that the balance at the close of the current year will be 
very small, The balance from the Government estates of the Midnapore 
district is said to be in course of realization. The work done by the Midna- 
pore surveying ae under Baboo Bisweswar Bannerji consisted chiefly of 
copying maps, &c., and testing. measurements. Certain errors have been 
found in the measurements of two pergunnahs, of which the rectification will, 
it is feared, take time. The progress made by the Bankoora survey party have 





not been very satisfactory, a state of things due, in the Commissioner’s opinion,, 
to the unmethodical habits of the Deputy Collector in charge. Mr. Beames — 


has, however, taken steps to remedy the irregularities which have come to 
light. The only district in which a considerable amount of land registration 
work remains to be done is Midnapore, in which 750 cases are still pending out 
of those for which applications have been received, and some 1,200 estates are 
believed to exist, for which no applications have been made. 

15, Hxcise-—A further increase of Ks, 71,434, or 7°8 per cent., took place 
in the excise revenue of the division, which amounted to Rs. 9,79,912. As 
compared with the average collections of the previous five years, the excise 
revenue of the year under review shewed an increase of Rs. 1,938,120, or 24°5 
per cent. The increase is common to all exciseable articles except rum and 
charas, and is most remarkable in the case of country spirits, opium, ganja, 
pachwai, and tari, owing toa more favourable settlement of the spirit shops, the 
establishment of a more effectual check on opium-smuggling, the increase in 
the duty on ganja, and a growing taste for pachwai and tari, which—these being 
the most wholesome liquors consumed—is not to be regretted, The Commis- 
sioner does not believe that any real increase in drunkenness has taken place ; 
for though the facilities for obtaining licit liquor are greater than formerly, the 
class of liquor sold is more wholesome and not very strong. ‘The arrest and 
conviction of two of the principal opium-smugglers of Chandernagore has 
put a great stop to smuggling, the effect of which is already perceptible in a 
considerable rise in the opium revenue of Hooghly, especially in those parts 
lying near Chandernagore. 

16. Stamps—The stamp revenue of the division, which amounted in 


~ 1881-82 to Rs. 12,64,407, rose in the year under review to Rs. 13,78,103, the 


increase being marked in the sales both of judicial and non-judicial stam 
The Commissioner reports that increased attention is now paid both by 
judicial and revenue officers to the duty of enforcing compliance with the 
mp law and Rules, and that, as a consequence, the number of cases in which 
uty and penalties were levied during the year shews an increase. In 
Midnapore some irregularity has taken place in the levy of stamp duty, but 
the Commissioner has issued orders which will prevent its recurrence. 
1%. License Tax.—A decline from Rs. 1,18,635 to Rs. 1,14,159 took 
lace in the collections on account of license-tax and penalties, owing, it is 
batneed, to the general an of trade and the failure of several rich mer- 
chants of the Hoo istrict, coupled with the more accurate knowledge 
“now by license-tax officials of the incomes of assessees. 
ates? Monetary arrangements,—The table given on the margin shews 
epee ) wim. ‘the transactions of the district Savings 
Pevesit. — drawals. “Banks in thé division for the last three 


hs ae Saag — satis years. The large falling off in the year 
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y to the change in the rules, which 













ee iamade with ie object of confining the use of the Banks to the poorer class, 
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‘whom they originally intended. The Commissioner and District 
Officers are ie however rena. that the desired result has been obtained. 
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29°5 per cent. of the demand, have, under the arrangements - 


+ 






kis 










hich the opens during the inp np 
extent to w an si ied on during the year is not such a8 to’ 
Sr ante wea. ‘ ide a ome the s The pial bio of 
: ‘de weafo pl e ‘or savings of the ngses. 
his they have’ failed. to do, a) arebtly for the reason that che {niterbet obtainable or loans 


on small sums in the bazar is much higher than that offered by the Savings Banks. The 
Collector of Midnapore reports that the principal constituents of the Bank in his district 
are the subordinate officials, his many of whom small sums of money are ted by way 
of security for the due performance of their duties. The experience of Mr. Westmacott. 
leads him virtually to the same conclusion. He writes—‘ An rg of the accounts 
would probably shew that most of them are on account of official deposits of seourity or - 
trust funds, and not really accounts of people who wish to save.” 

The Post Office Savings Banks have now, I believe, obtained « sound footing, and 
T think it is time to consider whether the district Savings Bunks should not be closed 
entirely. 

No statistics are given of the sales of stock notes elsewhere than: 
in the Howrah district, where Rs. 37,587 worth have been sold. The 
Deputy Collector and the Commissioner believe that they are unlikely 
to Seosue popular, and state that at present they are not held to any a by 
the agricultural classes. The popularity of the money-order system continues 
to increase since its management has been transferred to the Post Office. The 
transactions in currency notes at the Government treasuries shew a large 
increase. 


19. Railways and other Public Works.—The management of the East Indian © 
Railway continued satisfactory, and the accidents which occurred were due 
either to suicide or carelessness. Two cases are mentioned of obstructions 
being placed on the line, in both of which the offenders were punished. The 
railway from Seoraphuli to Tarakeswar has been commenced, and that from 
Burdwan to Cutwa has received the sanction of Government. ‘The Eden. 
Canal is reported to be highly oe as a means of supplying good drink- 
ing water, and to have effected a notable diminution in fever and cholera. 
The Midnapore canal remained in good order, and steps are being taken for 
the drainage of the tract of country between the Hooghly and Rupnarain 
rivers. Tho Government steamer service running between Caleutta and 
Midnapore was taken over during the year by Messrs. Hoare, Miller and _ 
Compsny, and the same firm are now contewplating opening regular steam = 
communication with Ghattal. pee «| 

20. Communications —The total amount expended on district roads during =~ 
the year was Rs, 2,87,463, of which almost the whole was devoted to the main. 
tenance and repairs of existing reads. The chief new works. undertaken were 
the establishment of a road from Satgachia to Manteswar in the, east 
central part of the Burdwan district, and the extension of the Bankoora; roads 
to the portions of that, district recently transferred from Manbhoom. The vil 
Commissioner hopes to see these roads connected shortly with those of Northern 
Midnapore. The amount spent on planting and maintaining trees along sont 
sides were satisfactory in ‘all districts except Beerbhoom. The sum of — 
Rs. 46,380, which was expended on village roads, throughout the district, was, © 
the Commissioner considers, adequate, though he doubts whether it hasbeen pro- —* 
fitably employed in all cases. vonslae ie 

21. Lducation.—The number both of schools:and pupils shewed a further — 
adyance of 763 and 14,291 respectively, there being now 11,166 of the — 
former and 244,775 of the latter in division. ‘the average number of 
children at school in each thousand of the population is now 33, against 31/1 in | 
the previous year. The average number of pupils attending each schoolis now 
21 inst 22:16 in 1881-82, and 23°69 in 1880-81. ‘I'wo madrasas were 
established during the year in Burdwan. In Bankoora the prevalence | 
malarious fever caused a falling off in the number both of schools and 
but certain improvements were introduced in the system of pr 
which wall be more properly considered in connection with 
of the Director of Public Instruction. Attempts have been made in thi 
to encourage shop-keepers, by the offer of rewards, to teach the'ele 
knowledge to the children in their villages, and to introduce into. 
elements of music and calisthenics. The latter of these objects is 
the Comunissioner, apparently with reason, to be fanciful and unpr 
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1 to think he might include the former under the — 
4 5 - fever has alsoycaused” sgme falling off in.the 

3, but the higher schools are said’to be in a satisfactory state. The 
7 teen Sonthal schools in the district are reported to be doing well. In Hooghly 
| and Midnapore the number of schools has increased, and in the former district sag 
~ the ‘chief guru system is doing good. ‘The Magistrate of Midnapore considers 
t the nt system of payment by results requires change in some of its 
tails, and in this view the Commissioner agrees. His remarks and those of | 
Mr. Wilson will be forwarded to the Director of Public Instruction for ¢on- ae | 
sideration. ‘The total number of girls’ schools in the division is 95 with 2,704 
pupils, besides which a large number of girls are studying in boys’ schools. The 
__ most advanced district in the division, and probably in all Bengal in respect of 

__ female education, is Hooghly, where much instruction is imparted penal 
22." Committees —The Commissioner again notices favourably the effi- 
RG x ciency of the municipal and other committees of the division, especially those - 
of the Hooghly and Burdwan districts, which have been stimulated to some r 
extent by the discussions which have taken place about local self-government. 
_ Howrah, where the contrary would have been expected, is the only district 
which is unfavourably mentioned in this respect, the average attendance out of 
- “a body df 27 Commissioners being only eleven. Mr. Beames believes that the ; 
consultative element is somewhat overshadowed by the executive—a defect n 
® which should be remedied as opportunity arises. . “ 
28. Wards’ Estates.—Four small estates in the Midnapore district were eek 
' brought under the management of the Court of Wards during the year, raising ae 
~~ the total number of estates under the management to 17. The collections = 
were unsatisiactory, amounting to only Rs. 7,90,979 or 42-6 per cent., out of a 
_— @ total demand of Rs. 18,54,474. The Maisadul estate in Miduapore, which is 
- the most important in the division, having a net annual income of about two 
lakhs of rupees, is free from encumbrances and will be released early next year. 
~The eldest ward is consulted in all important matters, and resides on the estate 
~ with one of his brothers to learn zeminduri affairs. The same system is fol- 
lowed to some extent with the Sultangatcha wards. The remaining wards, 
~ «with the exception of one, who is a lunatic, are at school. The estates are said ht 
to be all well managed. ‘| 
- 24, Conduct of Zemindars.—With the exception of two disputes between bas | 
‘zemindars and their ryotsin the Midnapore district, and some trifling dis- . 
ments in the Buidwari district, the relations between landlords and tenants 
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16 division appear to be satisfactory. ‘The disputes between Messrs. Watson 
d their ryots in pergunnah Bogri are at an end. The zemindurs most favour- x: 
y mentioned are Baboos Radha Ballab Roy, Rai Bahadur, and Raghunath pe 
of Bank»ora, the Maharaja of Burdwan, Baboos Lalit Mohan Ray and by 
can Lal Ray of Chakdighi, and the Maharani of Searsole in the Burdwan he 
5. Character of Officers.—The Commissioner’s remarks on the subject will . | 


dered in thé Appointment Department. The Commissioner singles out 
ee Messrs. Wilson and Carstairs, and Baboos Bisweswar Bannerjee, 
-Chunder Chatterjee, and Bimola Charan Bhattacharjee. ’ 
, -. By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, ae 

~ + ALP. MacDONNELL, 
Ofg. Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
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MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT—MEDICAL. pr. 


hy Darjeeling, the 3rd September 1883. \ iu 
| “ el yt 
oe ; RESOLUTION. he 
a Reav— wi aia ‘ 
if; . The Report on the Charitable Disponsaries in Bengal for the year 1882. ‘See 
Facer Read again— . . 4 nk 
ies The Report for 1881, and the Resolution recorded upon it. te 


in the management and constitution of dispensaries in Bengal, which were’  ~ 
i begun some years back, and which made considerable progress in 188), were 
not continued in 1882 in consequence of the important changes foreshadowed ° 

by the scheme of Local Self-Government and the Resolution of the Govern. 
ment of Bengal dated the 20th February 1882. Dr. Simpson anticipgtes that, 
if the principles which underlie the policy of that scheme are applied in their  _ 


In submitting the report, the Surgeon-General observes that the reforms $ tee 


7EITET 
t 


Fraiew fulness to the management of the dispensaries of this province, the work of w 
* improvenient and reformation will receive a serious check ; and that the control. 


exercised by Government will be largely withdrawn, and will pass into the 
hands of inexperienced and irresponsible local bodies. For this reason no~ 
attempt was made during the year under review to continue the work of 


, administrative reform. ‘It was manifestly useless to continue the laborious — 
i plication of particular measures, however necessary they may’ have been, 

; when the entire system of dispensary government was about to be changes fn 
Rs. a manner that should probably subvert altogether the policy which h im 
ge inaugurated.” The Lieutenunt-Governor does not Peis the apprehensions 
he that have been expressed by the Surgeon-General as to the future of medical | 
; charity in Bengal. There are still many acknowledged defects in the mana #34 
na ment of these institutions, but it is altogether premature to anticipate at ee 
en these defects will not be remedied, much more to assert that they are ARN 


sure to become much graver, because a system of purely State administration 
is to be abandoned. Dr. Simpson hus not fully appreciated the intentions of ~~ 
Government in the matter. It is the desire of the Government of Bengal to. e 
iy allow to the representatives of the people a voice in the settlement of all =~ 
questions which affect’ merely local wants and local interests, and-which do ~ i 
not involve considerations of general policy. With this object it is proposed ~~ 
: to invest Local Government bodies with a certain degree of discretion in — 
on os administering such funds as may be locally available for expenditure 
upon medical charity. It is no part of the intention of: Government to 
surrender any powers of supervision and control which the ‘interests of 
the local public or of the State wake it desirable to retain. Ample precautions © 
will be taken to ensure that in administering medical funds, local bodies shal 
conform to the general policy of the Government; and though the pre 
measures by which this is to be carried into effect cannot be formulates 
results of legislation are known, it is the Lieutenant-Governor’s intention” that 

they shall be such as to provide a substantial guarantee against inefficiency or —_ 
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Re abuse in the future. ; f pnd yn 
2. The number of dispensaries of all kinds open at the beginning of the — 
year was 231; eight were abolished during the year, leaving 395 in existence — 


ie 


at its close. These were classified as follows:— 
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1 é iapend 8, however, still shown under Class IT as being partly 
Sag State, no less than 70 have, in virtue of the Resolution of — 
ry 1882, been transferred to the charge of the municipalities 
thin which they are situated, and are now supported by funds made ayail- 
able by the assumption by Government of the charges for police. Since the 
close of the year under review, a new system of classification has been 
prescribed by the Government of India, which distinguishes clearly between 
dispensaries which receive aid from General Revenues and those which are 
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- supported by municipalities and other Local Government bodies from public 
ves “money. 
ee 3. The following table shows the amount of work done by the dispen- 


___ saries in Bengal during the last two years :— 
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The Strgeon-General makes the following observations :—“ Having regard 
_ tothe numbers of police cases and pilgrims which these figures include, it 
-eannot be said that the public derives much benefit from the house practice of 
dispensaries. Few examples, such as the Dacca, Durbhunga, Patna, and 
Cuttack hospitals, represent nearly all the good that is done to the sick-poor 
in this respect.” The popniarity of the European methods of treatment is of 
3s slow growth, and develops less rapidly than could be wished. It is at present 
| confined almost exclusively to the educated and semi-educated classes, and has 
made but little progress among the masses of the people. There was little 
' change in the classes and grades of medical officers in charge of dispensaries 
_ «during the year. There are now 67 Assistant Surgeons and 157 Civil Hospital 
__- Assistants of all ranks so employed, against 60 and 160 in the previous year, 
‘The reduction corresponds very nearly wit: the total reduction in the number 
ty of dispensaries during the year. The Eurgeon-General notices that attempts 
/ were made in several instances by municipalities to retain the service of 
' miedical officers of a higher grade than the work required, and he observes that, 
peerage | oo of appointment be left to governing bodies, there is little doubt 
_ that hereafter the number of Assistant Surgeons in charge of dispensaries* 
e largely ineveased, whatever the requirements of the institutions may 
For the present, the Lieutenant-Governor has ordered, in the Municipal 
ent Circular No. 14T—M, dated 27th October 1882, that all appoint- 
the charge of municipal dispensaries will be made by the Surgeon- 
. The general question of the right of making appointments to dispen- 
ined by local bodies is still under the consideration of Government 
p, general scheme of Local Self-Government. " 
ment'is apparent in the record of inspections performed 
ring the past year, te nsimabine of dispensaries which 
ing the year was only 11; 51 were visited every day or 
.23 three times, 11 imes, and 7 more than four times 
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The inspection.reports were, on the whole, carefully pre- 
‘close criticism -on all points ascertainable in this manner. 
the local reports te frequently confirm what has come under 
r’s personal on in many places, that the duties 
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re it. ‘There can be no doubt, as one Civ 
dispensaries in which the supporters take 8 
and frequented by the people; and in now bringing the matter ; 
- Lietitenant-Governor would wish the Chairmen of all Municipalities to estabhs 
a system of weekly or monthly visitings in rotation by those who have accept- 
» = ed the responsibility of supervising these local hospitals. bys = 
Pate 5. The total number of patients, both in-door and out-door, treated ut y 
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the charitable dispensaries throughout Bengal during 1882 was— % fore 
j 1981, 1882, ‘ : 
Namber. Patient, ‘Number, Patients, 

Calcutta hospitals and dispensaries vee 6 275,714 6 253,083 “ ry) 
3 Provincial ditto ditto 986 970,978 225 957,023 er 
p13. — —_— nor A 
g Total w  -48L946.602 at. 
3 — — ee | 
eS Of these, 23,468 were in-door and 934,155 were out-door patients, the corre. 

a sponding numbers in 1881 being 23,444 and 947,534. The Surgeon-General ~~ 
ba considers that the inspecting officers have given much attention to records of here 
igs attendance, and that some improvement in the trustworthiness of the returns 
Ws has taken place. This, added to the reduction in the number of dispensaries =~ 
ee open during the year, is sufficient to account for the apparent falling off inthe ~~ 
Bak numbers of patients treated. The Lieutenant-Governor is not disposed to 


think that there has been any real diminution in the benefits afforded to the” 
public by the dispensaries of the province. According to recorded figures, the 

' proportion borne by the number of patients treated to total population in each = 
civil division was— : +i oi 
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ne 1881. 1882, pata, | 

ve a3 Percentage. Percentnge. f Wy a 

bet: Burdwan a iss | 1 Rea ae ee 

oe Prtsidency see tee ves 194 1:89 i kee 
se Rajshahye - ies 198 2:05 me fe 

eipe, Orissa iA Ase ten 1:33 1-41 sila 

ae. Dacea = 3 oo TS 1-005 ts 

ts a Chittagong eee oo see a) a) 

Re Patna sue ove ose 194 192 

' F Bhagulpore ibs sk tee ‘9 “B4 : 

ae Chota Nagpore se aq sea “48 49 a 

& ss The percentage for the entire province was 1:33 against 1:78 in the previous 

Bai ear. ‘Ihese figures show the insignificant proportion of the populati 

ieee * resorting to dispensaries. , 


6. Of the total number of patients treated during the year, 60-3! 
cent. were adult males, 1684 per cent. were adult females, and 22:76 chil 
of both sexes. Out of every 100 patients 08 were Europeans, ‘29 Eurasian 
81:44 Mahomedans, 66°32 Hindus, and 1:86 "Others. These figures 
not differ materially trom those of previous years. The relative 

ions of Hindu and Mahomedan ients accord closely — i 
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eye of the total populations of those religions as ascertained at the C 
Hs of 181. he mortality among in-patients, as usual, varied enormor 
i in different dispensaries, being 93:15 per cent. at Goulundo 4. 
heed cent. at Ranaghat, against 196 at Madaripore and 2°72 at Pa 

Re eral death-rate was almost the same as in the two preceding. 

a was stated in the Resolution recorded last year, no inferences of 

ers to be deduced from these figures as to the management or 

hes particular institution” = “iP 0 

F * 7. The use of cinchona febrifuge continues to me 

.  # quantity sold during 1882-83 being 423tbs. against 323%bs, 
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in the your before. The Surgeon-Genera] points out thi 
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prevalence of epidemic f 








Caner ett Income. uns : ir >| 


iy. al Cash balance on Ist January 1882 a8 ai 64,412 6 8 TN: 
From Government— yh 
“=. As salaties wie ave a ‘ith 33,351 0 6 = 
+e » registers and forms — bs we on 1219 9 38 , ” 
& , », European medicines a a ing 682 5 1 * bi 
ee For diet of police cases ah Sei iv 1,392 15 3 
Sale of medicines wk =? ao ||, cwewnes 
Special allowance from Government a%s bay 4,723 4 6 








ras Total .. 41,269 2 7 




















From local or other funds... aus PP 49,211 12 5 ¥ 
» municipal funds aoe fae * 89,189 4 6 . ‘lew 
a Interest ou investments “is tes one 29,035 8 2 ety 
mt Sale of securities or withdrawal of deposits as 24,127 5 0 a 
es . European subscriptions 26 “ise wee 18,856 7 4 ] 
be a Native subscriptions sor ies . =1,18,544 12 0 ‘s 
Total Income » «=©4,384,646 10 7 . 
Z Expenditure. ) 
On establishment oe §692,17,896 8 4 % 
5, bazar medicines a3 sé sie 9,487 1 6 ‘ 
», Europe medicines, whether from Government store 
or purchased otherwise ess . 84,128 10 7 
»» diet * vee os .. 80957 0 4 iy 
: »» miscellaneous ch sas “¥a ice 20;299' 19... '7 
me . buildings and repairs ous nes «. 27,540 5 0 
Ze. Invested during the year te ie obs 19,758 0 4 
ts Total Expenditure ... 38,65,517 6 8 
* Cash balance on Sist December 1882 .,, 69,129 3 11 “7 
ie. . . Saas . = | 
o A comparison of these figures with those of the previous year illustrates . 
| the effect of the orders of Government transferring the charges on account of me 
bait” saries and hospitals to the municipalities within which they are situated. 
~_ In 1882 the total sum _ by Government in various forms towards the support | 
of dispensaries, including the salaries of medical officers, was Rs. 41,269. . on 
~* In the previous year the sum contributed by Government had been * 


e 
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opel Rs. 1,06,384, so that the new policy has resulted in a reduction of the charge 
. hitherto borne by Government of Rs. 65,115. It is stated also that the charge 
‘>. for special allowances from Government, which amounted to Rs. 4,723, will 
almost entirely disappear from the accounts of 1883. The total amount of 
annuat charges which will thus have been thrown upon municipalities will — * 
some to a little more than Rs. 70,000. The same Resolution which a 
ed to municipalities the expenditure incurred on dispensaries, also 
those bodies of charges on account of police, which aggregate upwards 
4,40,000 per annum. The effect of the double transfer has, therefore, 
ace at the disposal of municipalities a net sum of Rs. 3,70,000 per 
penditure on other public objects. 
invested capital of the dispensaries of Bengal on the Ist Janvary 
to Rs. 8,41,775. A sum of Rs, 19,758 was invested during the 
were sold to the amount of Rs. 88,000, and deposits 
it of Rs. 22,1: The closing balance of the invested 
ad to Rs 405, The cash balance, on the other 
129. The payments by Government *_ — 
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-_“‘P’hesd reductions were due to the inter ‘of médical and’ polite 
" referred to. The recei ) » other than municy 


tal 





iar, * were Rs, 49,211 against Ks. 45,695 in the previous year; while the receipt 
is ‘from municipalities rose from Rs, 36,152 to Ks. 89,159. The intereston 
Bes: investments amounted to Rs. 29,035, being a reduction of Rs. 4,395 from 
the receipts of the previous year. This was due to the large amount of | 
% “securities sold or withdrawn during the year. Among other sums, the endow- 
acai ment of the dispensary at Natuda, which amounted to Rs. 86,000, no 


w 
Sg refunded to the proprietor on the closure of the institution. The ote 
scriptions from Europeans and Natives amounted to Rs. 18,856 and 
: © Rs. 1,18,544 respectively, against Rs. 20,022 and Rs. 1,27,786 in 1881. 
A ao In some dispensaries it is reported that subscriptions have fallen largely » 
ae into arrears, and that subscribers have made the transfer of the insti- 
tutions to municipalities a pretext for refusing to pay. The Lieutenant- | 
Governor hopes that it will not be long before a truer view prevails 
of the claims of dispensaries under local management, and that the transfer 
which has been made will ultimately prove, not a drawback, but a stimulus to 
local liberality. | aaah 

10. The gross expenditure on dispensaries reported by the Surgeon- ~ 
General during 1882 was Rs. 3,45,759 against Rs. 3,74,283 in the previous year. 
The reduction was shared by all items of expenditure, except cost of diet, — 
which shows a small increase. The cost of establishment was reduced by 
Rs. 23,147, which was chiefly due to the closure of dispensaries, the 
dismissal of superfluous servants, and the adjustment of salaries of medical 
officers. Bazar medicines cost Rs, 9,437 against Rs. 9,956, and Europe” 
medicines Rs, 34,128 against Rs. 36,114. Of the 223 dispensaries remaining 
open at the close of the year, no less than 104 elected to obtain their medicines 
independently of the Medical Store Department. The cost of diet was 
Rs. 30,957 against Rs. 29,104, the average cost of each diet varying from 3 
annas 6 pies to 6 pies. ' 

11. Thereport, which is supplemented by a number of abstracts from the 
Civil Surgeons’ reports, showing the details of working of each dispensary, is _ 
submitted by Dr. Simpson, who took over charge of the Surgeon-General’s) 
office after the close of the year under review. The Department was in ~ 
charge of Dr. Payne throughout the year. ood 

| y 
By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, —  * 
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RDINATE EXECUNIVE SERVICE, 


Perens Sere APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT. 





Fpeteaneet ox Darjeeling, the 6th September 1883. 
i a "RESOLUTION. 


* The Resolution of this Government, dated the 23rd February 1883, prescribing the 
ily conditions upon which appointments will in future be made to the Subordinate 
ale Executive Service in these Provinces. 

In paragraph 6 of the Resolution cited above, on the system of the 
recruitment of the Subordinate Executive Service, it was laid down that, at 
the examination to be held in January 1884, only those now on the list of 
candidates for appointments in that Service, and Sub-Deputy Collectors of the 
first-and second grades, would be allowed to appear, It has since been brought 

_ to the notice of the Lieutenant-Governor that under this ruling certain Sub- 
‘Deputy Collectors (not in either of the two first grades) who had passed the 
~ examination for the Native Subordinate Civil Service when Sir George 
Campbell was Lieutenant-Governor, and who entered the service‘in the 
expectation of promotion, would lose all chance of becoming Deput 
Gettochore: Other persons may, since these examinations ceased to be held, 
have accepted appointments as Sub-Deputy Collectors under a similar impres- 
sion. Mr. Rivers Thompson has decided therefore in admitting to the examin- ©, 
ation in January 1884— 
(J) All Sub-Deputy Collectors of whatever grade, who have passed 
the Native Civil Service Examination. re D 
(2) All Sub-Deputy Collectors of whatever grade, who have passed 
the Entrance Examination of the Calcutta University. 

Orprr.—Ordered that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to all Com- 4 
missioners of Divisions for information, and for communication to all District 
Officers in their Divisions. j 

Ordered also that the Resolution be published in the Caleutta Gazette. ‘= 
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‘By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
F. B, PEACOCK, 
Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal. 











ANNUAL REPORT ON THE ROYAL BOTANIC 
OALOUITA, pie Bel sens Sora, 





nes GARDENS, 


weet 

FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT, AGRICULTURE. ~ ART rr 

Darjeeling, the 11th September 1883. ~ AY) ea | 

RESOLUTION. Pi ees no | 

Reap— ; 
The annual Report on the Royal Botanic Gardens, Caloutta, for the year 1882-83. ~ ‘ 


Dr. King has prefixed to his report a sketch of the scheme of improve- 
menis in the garden grounds, which was submitted by him for the approval a 
of Government in 1874, and which was finally completed in the past year. 
He writes :— 

« The whole extent of the grounds has been raised in level, the necessary soil having © 
been obtained from large sheets of ornamental water which have been cut out. These  — 
artificial lakes have been connected with each other by underground pipes, and a steam — 

ump has been supplied, by which the water in the whole system can be kept at a high 

evel by means of water pumped up from the river. Numerous wide roads have been 
made—all through the garden—so that carriages may now be driven through every part of “« 
it. This is an improvement which is much appreciated, as the old restriction to driving 3 
acted to a great extent as a deterrent to visitors. Numerous foot-paths have also been made. pe 
The bamboo and :aat erections, which used to do duty as conservatories, have been replaced Bs 
by three large, handsome, and-efficient structures of iron, on which a thin thatch of grass 
is spread, and under shelter of which tropical plants thrive admirably. The valuable 
collection of dried plants has been suitably housed in a handsome building designed» by 

Mr. E J Martin, the Government Architect, the internal arrangements of which are to a 
considerable extent adapted from those of the new Herbarium building at Kew, New ” 
propegeizn houses, tool, and potting-sheds have been errected, aud good dwelling-houses 
ave been built for the members of the garden establishment. both European and native. A 
boundary wall and ditch have been partly built round the garden ; and, finally, attempts at * 
landscape effects have been made in the gardens, and the collections have been increased by : 
considerable accessions of plants, both indigenous and exotic.” 

The change in the whole aspect of the gardens since the scheme was 
undertaken is scarcely to be understood except by those who have seen them 
under both conditions. The public of Calcutta, no less than the Government, a 
are indebted to Dr. King for the exertions to which these great improvements —* 
are due. E \a 

2%, Considerable attention was given to the cultivation of various 
economic plants. The Ceara rubber tree, which thrives well, and has a quick Tu 
growth, was propagated to a considerable extent, und the Zanzibar rubber 4 
plant (Lando phia) has, it is said, found a congenial home in Lowér Bengal... — 
There has also been a steady demand for mahogany seedlings. Dr. King 
has been trying to obtain from Europe in large quantity the seed of the 
paper mulberry (Broussonetia papyrifera), which grows wonderfully well, with the 
view of spreading its cultivation in India. He has also arranged for a supply + 9% 
from Japan of the food-plant known as the ‘‘ Soy bean” for experimental ; 
cultivation in this country, although he entertains serious doubts as to the ~~ 
success of the trial. . A few plants of Cinnamon, which yields the Cassia bark of 
peeectenoes were received from Hong-Kong, but they do not promise to thtive ~ 
well. : 


~~ 
* 




















2. The subject of the utilization of various fibrous plants engaged 
much of the Superintendent’s attention in the past year. A French mechanic 
was, with the consent of the Superintendent, sent out by Monsieur A, Berthet of a 
Rouen, to erect in the garden his patent machine for cleaning Rheea and other 
fibres. It was driven by the garden-engine and tried on various fibre-yielding ; 
plants. It cleaned the Rheea and Agave fibres admirably, though it was not _ 
equally successful with plantain and other fibres. The machine is, in Dr. Ki 
words, ‘“ beautifully simple,” and he has little doubt that if the inventor 
to give his mind to the subject, he would have no difficulty in contriving 8 
and cheap machines adapted to any native fibre suitable as a raw 1 
for paper, cloth, or rope. Should such a machine be successfully cor 
it cannot fail to prove of the utmost value in a country which, like 
abounds with fibrous plants. The Lieutenant-Governor will be glid 
any furtlier information on the subject which Dr. King may be ab 


In his present report, Dr. King points out that the dhabur 









abe 18) Hip. Ee pe crcy sR. : > Fe a : me mu: 

making is not the produce of Eriophorum comosum, as he had formerly —— ~ 
a , but is derived from Andropogon involutus--a grass said to abound 
in the hill parts of Behar and Chota Nagpore, where it is known as sabai. bis 
4. One of the garden tanks has ben stocked with Chinese fish, obtained 4 
the kindness of the Hon’ble H. 8. Thomas, of the Madras Civil Service. __ : 

Dr. King’s proposal to make use of the various ornamental lakes in the garden 4 
as breeding ground for the fry, which might afterwards be distributed to all % 
*. 
. | 








pete of the country, commends itself to the approval of the Lieutenant- 
vernor, 
a 5. The new building for the Herbarium, which was completed during the 
_ year under report, is well adapted in every way for its purpose. There 
' have been considerable additions to the collection of dried plants, the chief 
contributors being Herr Kunstler, Dr. George Watt, Mr, J. S. Gamble, 
Mr. W. A. Talbot, Mr. Marshall Woodrow, Dr. Schlich, Dr. Treub, and 
Dr. Anderson. A considerable number of specimens of dried plants was 
also obtained through native collectors, whom Dr. King had despatched to 
the peentekin Eemaisya. ‘Lhe interchange of seeds and plants went on 4 
»* actively during the year, the issues being 29,483 of living plants and 5,224 of ‘©: 

seeds, against 23-9539 and 3.303, respectively in the previous year. ‘The plants -4 

and seeds were chiefly issued to Magistrates for planting in stations and along 

district roads; to Superintendents of Jails, Hospitals, and educational institu- 

tions, and to municipalities. The receipts numbered 9,796 living plants and 

883 packets of seed, against 9,766 and 883 in 1881-82, the principal contribu- 

tors biitig Sir J. D. Hooker, the Directors of the Botanic Gardens in Ceylon, = i 

Demerara, Jamaica, Hong-Kong, Natal, and Singapore, Mr. Kunstler, and 

Mr. Man. The whole of the budget allotment of Rs. 70,330 was spent, while 

the receipts from the sale of surplus plants amounted to Rs. 1,494-10-6. 

6. The Llvyd Botanical Garden, Darjeeling, continued to suffer severely from 

the depredations of cockchaffer grubs. ‘ I'his grub,” Dr. King writes, ‘‘ feeds 

on the fine rootlets by which plants absorb their nourishment from the soil, and 

only such plants escape as send their rootlets deeper into the soil than it cares 


a a 


% to penetrate, The whole of the grass in the garden and all herbaceous plants 

‘ rapidly succumbed to its ravages, as did many of the flowering shrubs, only 

r- the deeper reoting shrubs and trees being spared. Even the plants in the en, 
conservatories did not altogether escupe; eggs of the insect having got in . 

Pa considerable numbers into the soil of the pots. This grub is not new to the 

s district. It is often found in soil near the sites of old grazing stations in the 


forest, and it not unfrequently does damage to native crops in the neighbour- Reger: 
hood of these. The cockchaffer, of which it is the grub, appears thus to affect atte 
manure.” By vigorous efforts Mr. Jaffrey, the Curator of the garden, succeeded =| 
in collecting and destroying some six millions of the grubs, aud the plague has ] 
a since shown signs of disappearing. The garden also suffered owing to 
» alterations on the top of the hill which were necessary for the preparation of hes | 
the site for the Eden Sanitarium. giver of loose débris were shot over the 4 
side of the hill from the hospital side, but steps are being taken to prevent 










vow 


: 


~ fur slips. Dr, King gives Mr. Jaffrey well-deserved credit for the energy =~ 
“+ and determination which he has pt 0 vunder disheartening circumstances. 4 
_ It is believed that. the quality of potatoes in the district, has improved to ay 


eapces ent by the distribution of acclimatized English potatoes produced in 

| Pl the garden, he whole of the budget allotment of Rs. 8,830 was spent, while 4 
the receipts amounted to. Rs. 355-4-3. 
i - ... % The thanks of the Lieutenant-Governor are again due to Dr. King | 
<= ea _ his subordinates for the excellent work done during the year. a 
Ree Orprer—Ordered that a copy of the Report and of the Resolution be er 4 


to the Government of India, in the Revenue and Agricultural 
pig Belieecdetion be turwardéd 40 ther 
of the Resolution be fur to the Superin- 
ccilitbedons’ information. . 
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of the Lientenant-Governor of Bengul, 
_ COLMAN MACAULAY, 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
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‘REPORT ON THE WORKING OF THE SCHEME ‘OR THE 1 OLAM 
OF THE MUGHYA DOMES IN THE RUN DISTRICT, 











No. 22383—D, dated Darjeeling, the 4th September 1883. 

From—F’, B. Peacock, Esa., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Judicial, 

Political and Appointment Departments, ” 

To—The Commissioner of the Patna Division. f 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 511G, dated 

‘the 9th July last, submitting with your remarks a copy of a report front 

Mr. Henry, Magistrute of Chumparun, on the working of the scheme sanc- _ 

tioned by Government in August 1882 for the reclamation of the Mughya 
Domes. 

2. In reply, I am ‘to say that the subject is ome in which the Lieutenant- 
Governor takes the greatest interest. 1t appears that two settlements of these 
Domes have been formed—one at Burgaon, and the other at Futtehpore—in the 
Chumparun district. At the former place there are about 250 Domes, and at 
the latter 90. The Domes have been divided into several work-gangs, each 
under an overseer of their own clan, who takes the men out to work in the 
fields, and is responsible for their conduct. Land to the extent of 50 acres 
has been secured for the settlements and allotted to the various gangs, the 
headman of each being responsible that the necessary cultivation work is 
attended to, The crop is considered the property of the gang collectively, 
and, when ig ee is divided amongst the members. Fifty-five houses ona 
standard plan have been built for the Domes. Bullocks, farm-stock, ploughs 
and agricultural implements have been purchased, and a reserve of food-grain 
kept. The Domes so far have shown that they thoroughly appreciate the 
efforts made on their behalf; the inhabitants of the adjacent villages are pleased 
with the settlement of the colony, and interested in the success of the measure; 
crime has decreased, and property is quite secure. Some of the Domes, picked 
men, have been appointed chowkidars; others are employed under the Road 
Cess Department, and others again have obtained employment under neigh- 
bouring zemindars. The accounts received of the orderly and industrious 
habits of all these Domes are satisfactory. Altogether the scheme has so far — 
proved a complete success, and the result is due, in the first place, to the 
efforts of Mr. Henry ‘himself, and in the next, to the co-operation and assistance 
of Mr. Cameron, the Sub-Divisional Officer of Bettiah, Mr. Showers, the Dis. - 
trict Superintendent of Police, Baboo Nokhey Lall Misser, the Inspector of : 
Bettiah, and the three head-constables named. Its success also has in’no slight 
degree been promoted by the aid given by the zemindars and other gentlemen 
noticed in Mr. Henry’s re ANA 

3. ‘Lhe Lieutenant-Governor considers that all these officers and gentlee 
men deserve great credit for so satisfactory acommencementof ascheme which,  —__ 
if it fulfil its promise, will be a most beneficial work. There are now atthe __ 
settlements nearly 850 members of a tribe which has hitherto been a cause of — ~ 
difficulty and anxiety to the officers of Government, and of much injuryend 
annoyance to the people in whose vicinity they took up their ny rer sai 
abode. ‘These persons have not only been reclaimed from predatory habits, 
but have had provided for them the means of gaining an honest living; and the 
‘success of the experiment encourages the hope that the whole ‘tribe of Mugh 7 
Domes, scattered throughout the country, may eventually be withdrawn froma 
life of crime and brought under civilizing influences. The Lieutenant-Governor 
is, however, of opinion that the Chumparun settlements should not exceed 40 
in number. If more Dumes have to be provided for, it will be for you to report. 
what steps you would propose to take for a second similar experiment at — 

‘Chupra or elsewhere in the Patna Division. It is better, however, that the 
site for a new settlement should be selected on waste lands, and not in ye 
populous tracts. St Si 

4. The Lieutenant-Governor need not impress upon you, and 1 
interested in the working of the scheme, that the measure shoul 
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‘ supporting. ‘The end will be worse'than the beginning if these 


to think that they can live at Goyernment expense, and refrain from 
only so Jong as this privilege a tinued to them. When the 

the settlement is , and the means are supplied for 
livelihood, the grants-in-aid should be yearly reduc 
drawn altogether, Meanwhile, however, as the 


¢ 






- Lieutenant-Governor sanctions the application of the District Magistrate for a 
__ eapitation grant of Rs. 3 per head, or a‘sum of Rs. 1,050 in all, for the current 
ae eat ‘The money will be well spent if the arrangements now in hand are 
“fully established. 
_ 5. The services of the district officers have already been referred to, 
Mr. Rivers Thompson requests that you will be so good as to convey to 
Mr. Henry his special thanks for the great tact and energy he has displayed 
im introducing and developing this important work; and to Messrs. Cameron 
and Showers for the assistance rendered by them throughout to the Magistrate 
of the district. The services of Baboo N Lall Misser, the Inspector of 
Police, and of the three head-constables, Ramdhani Singh, Lalji Sahay and 
Ambica Pershad, wiil be brought to the notice of the Inspector-General of 
Police. The acknowledgments of Government are due to the landed pro- 
prietors and gentlemen named by Mr. Henry for their liberal grants of land 
and general co-operation in furtherance of the project. 
6,1 am to request that a further report of progress may be submitted for 
the information of Government at the end of the current year. 
' 7. This correspondence will be published in the Calcutta Gazette. 


No. 2242J—D. 


Cory of the correspondence forwarded to the Inspector-General of Police, 
for information, in continuation of the letter from this office, No, 2856RT—J, 
. dated the 26th August 1882. 


P| . No. 2243J—D. 


Copy of the correspondence forwarded for the information of the Govern- 
ment of the North-Western Provinces and Oudh, 


Yr 


No. 11583, dated Fort William, the 7th August 1882, 


From—D. R. Lyaut, Ese., Officiating Inspector-General of Police, L.P., 
To—The Secretary to the Government cf Bengal, Judicial Department. 


I nave. the honour to submit herewith a copy of a letter No. 589, dated the 11th 
i ultimo, from the District Superintendent of Police, Chumparun, on the subject of cheokin 
the thievi copensities of the Domes, and beg to state that the experiment is well ee 
a trial, lew J dint it appears to me that the officers concerned will merit the approbation of 
Government if they succeed. =e 
2, 1 strongly support Mr. Shower’s = age for a grant of Rs. 500, and solicit 
that tion may be speedily given. Meanwhile, I have in anticipation of sanction autho- 
rized him.to inour any expenditure which he finds absolutely necessary. 
8. It is clearly necessary to give these Domes some help ai first, and it is cheaper to 
_ dogo than to send them to jail. ; 





Copy ofa ietler from the District Superintendent of Police, Chumparun, to the Personal Asciatant 
leg ts Inspeetor-General of Police, Lower Provinces, No. 589, dated 11th July 1882. 
_ Tux method of dealing with the Mughya Domes has long been a subject of anxious 
sideration. Various means have from time to time been suggested for their efficient 
supervision = a view to checking their thieving propensities, and but little suocoss has 
attended any of the 


dads 8 ‘The: s remain inhabitants of the junglé; they are never seen except wh gaged 
ree cue rit act, and fer some time past their presence in any habited agit Tes b en 
eee ier flonet by a hue-and-ory, a pursuit, and sometimes the capture and ill-treatment 


n over these men has been possible owing to their having no fixed resi- 

98 are their only shelter, and they possess no impediments to sn immediate 
Their want of residence is the principal reason why an efficient 
maintained, and I think that, if the Domes can be induced to settle, 
difficulty that has been experienced will have been overcome. It 
one that no check ean be exercised over the movements of the 
i i wR | . Sometimes in Nepal, sometimes 
iots; and the evil character which 
possible for them 
they cannot be any 
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fe succeeded in procuring, after a great deal of hesitation, a meeting with one of the chief 
bee Domes in the neighbourhood, Atithwa by name, in some jungle to the north-weet of Bagaha — 
police-station. The Inspector so well managed the negotiations that Atithwa’s hesitation — 
and fear were overcome, and he agreed to collect the Domes—men, women, and children 
who in any way acknowledged him as chief and to live in any place that might be selected. 
A site has since been selected near tho Burguon village, three or four'miles distant from = 
Bagaha station. Tho acquiescence of the owner of Burgaon has been secured, and the = 
appointment of Atithwa as one of the chowkidars of Burgaon has been sanctioned. The = 
has given the Domes great confidence, and even when some evily-disposed persons 
su ed in frightening away some of the males congregated, by telling them that they 
were being collected simply to be sent across the seas, Atithwa’s influence did not fail in 
ig making them return to Burgaon. i yf ’ 
i At the present time 27 males, 68 females, and 57 children are living in Burgaon, 
iii Several huts have, with the aasistance of the zemindars of the place, been erected. * 
Ie I may say that all these steps have been taken with ths most cordial sanction and a 
om assistance of the Magistrate. ime 
| I bave lately twice visited Burgaon and seen the Domes: I also saw the zemindars, ve 
These latter have agreed to give some land to the Domes and to cultivate with rice some 
y few beegahs for their +ubsistence. The Joint-Magistrate of Bettiah has also seen and 
conversed with the Domes at B m, and they have been made to believe that it is entirely 
4 for their benefit that trouble is being taken, and that they will be allowed to remain ~~ 
unmolested as long as they live honestly, and that they will most assuredly be ~* 
hunted and aeaniod as they have been for years should they take to their former habits = __ 


in. 
The Domes have been living in Burgaon for over a month, and they say they have 
an earnest desire to live ably and honestly. So far on have been successful. These 
Domes, who for years have not been openly seen, except when caught in some act of theft, « 
are living unmolested and in public without fear of themselves and without causing 
fear to others. Whether the scheme will prove ultimately successful remains to be | 
seen. I myself have but little hope of its success unless the people can be induced to 
take to agriculture, so that they may have some interest in remaining quiet and become 
: possessed of valuables that they cannot carry away. 
he Of agriculture they are entirely ignorant ; they have not the means of procuring cattle. 
or agricultural implements, and for the present they have no better mode of obtaining their 
living than mat and basket-making, which at best provide but an uncertain and scanty 
means of subsistence. 
I would beg the Inspector-General’s consideration of this scheme. If he is pleased to 
agree with the Magistrate, the Sub-Divisional Officer of Bettiah, and myself, that a fair and a 
good trial should be given to the proposed means of bringing these dreaded thieves under 
control, some assistance is required to provide « sufficiency of food for the Domes now residing 
in Burgaon, and to supply them with pigs, agricultural implements, and such like, witha =" 
view of furnishing them with an inducoment to remain. I think Rs 500 would be sufficient = 
for all present wants, most probably till the produce of the land cultivated by the zemindaries ___ 
s is gathered and available for good food, and to givé tnem’a start for next year’s’ crop. i 
; - Besides Atithwa Dome, three other leading Domes have also been selected for appoint- 
ment as chowkidars in villages where they can be well watched. It is necessary to the success 
of ‘the experiment that they should be appointed chowkidars, for it gives them an object in 
remaining quietly in one place, I am fully aware that it is not well to make these men 
chowkidars in any number, and in places where they cannot be watched or restrained. B 
There are two Domes and some 10 or 12 women, the wives of persons in jail, now in W 
Bettiah, who also wish to live in some selected spot. A spot has been selected near the 
Jagaputty outpost, but nothing further has been done. Without some assistance I haye to 
hope of being able to keep these people together. Seater i 


~ 


ir 
























: No. 2356R'T—J, dated Yacht’Rhotas, the 26th August 1882, 
r From—F. B. Peacock, Esq., Offg. Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Judicial, 


Political, and Appointment De ts, 
To—The Inspector-General oe Police. prcrtes 
* I am directed to acknowledge the << of your letter No. 11583, dated 
instant, submitting a copy of a report from the District Superintendent of Police, Chi 1 
on the subject of an attempt which is being made to veclaim the Mughya Yomes. = 
2. It appears that a number of these persons has been induced to settle down near the — 
Burgaon village in the Bettiah sub-division; huts have been erected for them ‘with 
assistance of the zemindars of the place, who have also ayreed to give some land 
Domes and to cultivate a few bighas with rice for their subsistence. the chief of 
has been appointed chowkidur, and three other leading men have been selected for 
appointments. The Domes, it seems, have expressed a desire to live honestly and y 
and the district officers and you are of opiuion that the scheme is well worth a ti 
assistanse, however, is required to provide the Domes with food forthe pr 
a agricultural implements, pigs, &c., and for this purpose a grant. 
A or. : ia dy AE icmp dies shilpa a 
iad 3. ‘Ihe Lieutenant-Governor has read the papers with interest, and f 
the arrangements now pro ‘are much more ie ueaenent iming thei 
Domes than any aystem of deportation or imprisonment, cheme shoul 
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current financial year. ‘ ‘j 
_ The Lieutenant-Governor also approves of the employment of the headmen of the 
as chowkidars within reasonable limitations. Great oare should be exercised in 
chor the villages for which any of these men is to be appointed chowkidar. ‘The effect 
“ of the appointment on the crime of the village should be wrecpa'd noted ; and the men 
should only be appointed in places where they can be watched, and where the inhabitants do 
~ not object to their employment in this way it they do object, no attempt should be made 
. to force the Domes upon them. It will, Mr Rivers Thompson considers, be all the better if 
» the headmen of the Domes are made responsible for the good conduct of the tribe, who should 
be made to learn the lesson of working for their livelihood and of not depending always 
| upon Government for assistance, as this of course cannot be continued indefinitely. 
Wp mn 5 1 am to say further that the scheme, a trial of which is now sanctioned, should be 
. ~ worked patiently and watchfully, and a special report upon the subject should be submitted 
bs to Government after the expiry of six mouths 
be a 6. In conelusion, Iam to add that the Inspector of Bettiah is entitled to oredit for the 
p> tact he has displayed in bringing about the present arrangement with the Domes. 





No. 2857RT—J. 
PA Cory of the correspondence forwarded to the Commissioner of Patna for information, 
% in continuation of Government order No. 5771J, dated the 12th September 1881. 
- pan No. 511G, dated Bankipore, the 9th July 1883. 
From—F. M. Hauuipay, Esq., Commissioner of the Patna Division, 
To—'Lhe Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Judicial Department. 
Apvertinc to your memorandum No, 2357KT—J, dated 26th August 1882, 
forwarding to me a copy of your No, 2356RT—J, dated 26th August 1882, to the address of 
* the Inspector-General of Police, on the subject of the attempt made in Chumparun to 
: reclaim the Mughya Domes, J have the honour to submit now the accompanying copy of a 
very interesting report by Mr. Henry, the Magistrate of Chumparun, on the further 


made in the scheme, and the success which has attended the efforts of the local . 


‘b. Teicors in establishing a settlement for this tribe. ; 
2 1 beg to support Mr. Henry’s application for further funds in connection with the 
necessery enlarging of these settlements, and 1 would solicit the sanction of Government to 
a capitation grant of Rs. 3 per head for the year 1883. This would place a sum of Rs. 1,050 
at our disposal, and arrangements could then be made for enlarging the area of arable land 
attached to the two settlements in Chumparun, and for building more houses. 
*% » 8, I think it justifiable to make such wpplication, for, as Mr. Henry points out in his 
‘report, a sum from the public revenue may with fairness be contributed towards this scheme, 
-for most of these new settlers would, under other conditions, necessarily have found their 
‘way into jail, there to be maintained at the public cost. 
4. i would draw the attention of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor to the names 
‘of the zemindars so favourably mentioned by Mr. Henry, as having from the first interested 
‘themselves in the promotion of the scheme, and having substantially aided in the establish- 
ment of the settlements; and I would submit that some recognition might properly be 
‘made in the Government Gazette of their liberality and public spirit in this matter. 
» 6. The Sub Divisional Officer of Bettiah, Mr. Cameron, has been conspienous in the 
; assistance he has given to Mr. Henry in this project, and Mr. Showers, the District Superin- 
capa ‘tendeiit uf Police, has also been most active in his support. 
-_ Special credit is due to the Inspector of Police, Baboo Nokhey Lal Misser, and to the 
head-constables, Ramdhani Singh, Lalji Sahay, and Ambica Pershad. 
+ 6, The present success of the undertaking is mainly due to the patient and watchful 
-eare with which it has been worked by Mr. Ilenry himself, and the energy and interest 
_ with which lie has to my knowledge perSonally supervised all the arrangements. 
wt WF af , 


EET oI BO dated Motihiatiy the 21st June 1883. 
vs menacganst . comeanbe R. Henry, Esa., Officiating Magistrate of Chumparun, 













be ra e Commissioner of the “atna Division. ‘ 
nes ve the honour to submit the following report on the settlement of Domes in this 
te oalled for in Bengal Government No, 2356K1—J, dated 26th August last. 


April last year a; of Mughya Dome women, whose husbands 
eae B eect bly cece baiug bunted troms villages 
iployment or even any resting place owing to the 
i + Diba — a pian 
these women, and profiting by the ( 

made to settle people of this tribe, very 
tohave a meeting with the acknowledged 


















-aplied for: the amount will be met from general savings in the Police Budget 
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named Bui within four miles of the Bagaha thana, was 
wa, ‘with the two men and some dozen women whom he had ge 

were taken. Rough huts were given them, and with the co-operation of the B 
zemindars, work was found for them in the fields. After a short time other Domes joined — 
them; by the end of June the number settled had increased to 132, and by the ond of 
October to 147. The number has since greatly increased, and is now about, 250 persons. ~ 
Another settlement was also made at a village named Futtehpore, within a short distance 
of the Jagaputty police-station. At first !1 Domes were settled, but this number bas sings 
increased to about 90. 1 daily ate 

4.. At the present time there are about 350 persons in the two settlements of B on ere 
and Futtehpore. The foliowing details, which I abbreviate as much as possible, will explain 
the system upon which the settlements are administered. Tak 

5. From the first the Mughya Domes have been made to understand that the ition 
taken up by the authorities is not that of favouring thom (unduly with the object of induo- 5) ae 
ing them to abstain from theft and crime generally, but that of removing to some extent the m 
disabilities under which, with regard to the rest of the people, they have hitherto laboured in 
the struggle for life. Until these settlements were made, the Domes were looked upon by | 
the police, and, indeed, by the villagers generally, as a species of fer@ nature, whom it was the pe 





duty of all well-behaved people to drive away from their neighbourhood. A police. officer 
who allowed Domes to live within his jurisdiction was liable to severe censure; and gradually 
it became an understood rule for the guidance of the police that Mughya Domes were to be 


induced by such means as proved most efficacious to remove themselves from within the bound. 
aries of this district. Wherever seen they were hunted down ; they were liable to be arrested ~ 9 
on the charge of having been concerned in any theft that had ccourred within twenty miles; 
and their very existence in the district was in itself proof positive that the police had been 
lax in not having sent them up for trial under the bad livelihood sections of the Criminal 
Procedure Uode— for were they not by repute professional robbers and thieves ? 

6. Numbers of them were imprisoned, and, finally, the tribe consirted almost solely 
of females, whose husbands were serving out shorter or longer sentences in the various | 
jails of the province. When released from prison the Domes came out to find that the | 
aw under which they had lived before they went into jail had not been removed, and 
that they were practically proscribed felons, against whom all men’s hauds were raised, and 
that if they wished to live they would have to rob and steal, since employment was denied ¥ 
to them. mares 

7. The main object, I may say the sole object, kept in view in making and maintaining 
these settlements has been to afford a resting place to the Mughya Domes, and to provide 
them with employment, and thereby enable them to live honestly. on the proceeds of their- 
own earnings. From the first they have learnt that our assistance goes no further than — 
this, and that those among them who decline to work will have to starve in the settlement 
or take themselves back to the jungles and be again liable to thos harassments which ©. _ 
had hitherto made life of so little account to them. With this object always kept pro- cy 
minently in view for the purposes of internal administration, they have a divided = 
into work-gangs under the leadership of particular Domes, who exercise influence over | 
the persons composing the gang ; who are responsible f.r their conduct; take them out to | ~ 
work in the fields; bring them back ; and are, in fact, the units with which wedeal. These . ~~ 

ngs vary in strength according to the position and influence of their leaders. In 5 
a there are ten work-gangs, the numbers comprising’ which range from 57, in fle 
gang of which Atithwa is leader, to 6 in the smallest gang. This arrangemen|.isone — - 
which the Domes themselves approve, and as it constitutes a system of internal and self- ; 
working police, which has answered extremely well, care has been taken not to interfere 
unnecessarily with it. x 

8. Up to the present time no difficulty has been experienced in providing the Domes’ 
with field labour ; though not skilful or able to show any large outturn of work, they are — 
submissive and willing, and their labour is now in request, Meseaeeelaake 

9. It might have been possible to maintain the settlement for a time on this basis 
as a colony of day-labourers, but such an attempt would in all bility have in the end. 
resulted in failure. Tor the last few years there has been a s' demand for labour. the 
agricultural population having in reserve the means of paying for it; But in years of deficient 
harvests, i the people have barely enough for their own requirements, the . 
labourer may have to travel far in search of employment. : ; 

10. Such a condition of affairs would prove ruinous to the prospects of a Dome 
ment having to deperd for employment, and, consequently, for their livelihood, solely upg 
a local labour-market liable to serious depressions. In order to meet this difficulty, + 
ments are being made which will gradually alter the status of the settlement 
of being a colony of landless day-labourers into a self-contained agricultural commu 

11. Both at Burgaon and Futtehpore, owing principally to the cordial oo-op 
Mr. Gibbon, c.1 8., land- lis been secured for the settlement—at Burgaon 
acres, and at Futtehpore about 15 acres. This will be as large an arca as can b 
taken up this year. In the beginning we were somewhat exercised as t 
to be made of this land. The first saegeesion was that it should be treated as. 
of the “commune,” to be cultivated by all the Domes e and the pr 
amongst the different houses according to the numbers of their n 83. 
been decided to still keep up the work-gang as the 
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. The gangsman is Tespo nsible 
F rr te sere at the right. time ; and 
p is ripe it will be the property of the work-gang collectively, and will be 
- divided the members according to such arrangement as may be come to. 

If the season proves at all favourable the produce from this land ought to prove 
-gufficient to fully supplement the earnings from daily labour of these Dome settlers, and 
iis them over and above a residue from which to purchase clothes and such other 
ies ies and necessaries as they require. Already some of the settlers have managed to 
~~ gave sufficient money to enable them to ‘add to their stock of poultry and goats, aud one or 
two of their headmen have on their own account rented small patehes of land from neigh- 

' bouring zemindars. This is a most satisfactory proof that they look upon the present state 
of things as likely to last ; while at the same time it is an indication that they ure capable of 

— exercising both discretion and forethought in disposing of their available resources. 

‘y- 12. Seven time-expired convicts have joined the settlement with their families. One 

” of these men had learnt bamboo-work in jail, and while at the settlement he made some 

i ehairs, moras, &c., which found a ready sale in the local markets. An arrangement has been 
= “ come to by which he is compelled to spend his mornings in teaching cane-work to all the 
= 
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unemployed boys and girls in the settlement in return for a small monthly salary. 
13. Gradually, as their sentences expire, the men whose families are now in this dis- 
trict mily be expected to join the settlements, and the only practical difficulty likely to 
t itself is that of providing labour. I have had some correspondence with the 
: nspector-General of Jails on the subject. Dr. Lethbridge, who has done everything in his 
ig power to promote the success of this experiment, has issued instructions on all Jail Superin- 
tendents to send me lists of the Mughya Domes serving in their jails. These lists have been 
carefully examined here, and the names of all those who may be expected to join the settle- 
ments have been noted, and they will now be taught in jail some special handicrafts—such 
as durree- weaving, bamboo-work, carpentry—so that when they are released they may be 
able to maintain themselves even if there isno land to give them. The importance of this 
re may be saath from the fact that there are at present over 120 male Mughya Domes 
4 © in the Buxar Central Jail alone, most of whom will be at large again within the next few 
, a ears. - 
: 14. The Domes rear pigs and poultry. Some of the stock was supplied to them from 
i the funds placed at our disposal by Government, but now they are beginning to purchase on 
~~ their own account from their savings. 
16. House accommodation,— Excellent sites have been secured both at Burgaon and 
Futtehpore for the settlements, the ground plans of which have been carefully laid out. 
16. he houses are of a standard plan, and placed in three rows facing each other at 
a distance vf 100 feet. The lines of houses run north and south; so that, in the event 
of fire, the prevailing wind, which during the dry months is westerly, cannot prove a source 
of danger to the other houses The houses are of well-built mud-walls, and have ex- 
cellent thatched roofs, the materials of which were supplied free of cost by neighbouring 
| zomindars. Arrangements are being made for digging two good wells, and the settlements 
present the. appearance of being the best laid-out homesteads in the district. The Domes 
are much pleused with their new houses; and the fact that they have been built with an 
appearance of solidity is to them a satisfactory indication that, so long as they behave them- 
selves, the protection they now receive will not be withdrawn from them. 
> Altogether 55 houses of the standard plan have been constructed, More are required, 
butcannot be built this year, as there are no funds available. Some of the old grass huts are 
ill. ing, and must serve as accommodation for those to whom the new houses haye not 
been ted. Next year we hope to be able to run up some more houses. 


will be planted with bamboos, the arrangement being that a clump is to be allotted to each 
use, These bamboos will be required for the yearly repairs of the roofs 
_.18. Internal description — As 1 have before noted, the headmen are held generally 
responsible for the good oynduet-of the men of their gangs when they are at field work at 
a distance from the settlement Those headmen constitute the sole check exercised during 
the daytime ; and up to et time there has not been one complaint from the villagers 
ho neighbourhood where the gangs go to work. 
ger is the head of the caste as well as the head of the tribe, draws pay as a 
ar a constable to take the roll-call of the Domes every night, All the 
to be back within bounds bya certain time, and during the night the 
idar go from house to house to ascertain thatall the men are present. 
one only—three men absented themselves : the action taken then has 
lent effect, and no'more trouble has since been experi-nced in this respeot. 
th men and women are well behaved, and drunkenness is unknown. Any 
settled an ves according to caste customs ; and the great 
‘beadmen exercise, and which n_ the side of order and 
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‘17. A-diteh is being dug round the Burgaon homestead land, the spoil bank of which , 
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» sent out for this service were all carefully selected, and the reports ‘we have from. 
of 


persons are moredaiteres rested in the suovess of the experimen’ 

attained than the people of the north-western part of the district, who were former’ 

much harassed by these Domes. This is more especially the case in the Tharwat, a large 

of country inhabited by the people of semi-aboriginal descent, who, though industrious and’ 
money-making, were unable to guard themselves against the depredations of these skilful 
thieves. The agent of the zemindar, who owns nearly the whole of this tract, expressed 

+ himself so well pleased with the greater security to property that has been brought abouty 
that he offered on behalf of his principal to contribute a sam monthly towards the expe R 
of the settlement ; but his proffered aid was declined on the ground that, if the settlement isto 7” 
be a success, it must be so worked as to become self-supporting. At the time when eae 
thatching-grass, and at first when some grain for the food of the settlers was required, 
the zemindars of the neighbourhood cheerfuily contributed what they could spare, and all the 
persous having a knowledge of the circumstances of the people in the neighbourhood of the ; 
settlement whom I have consulted assure me that they are prepared, in view of the good done, —“% 
to assist to the full extent of their ability to keep the settlements up. At first I had a suspicion 
that their aid was offered more from a view of falling in with the wishes of the promotersof  —, 
the scheme than from «ny real belief in its utility ; but I have sinoe satisfied myself that this : 
is not the case, and that they take an interest in its success, beeause, so long as it is main- 4 
tained under existing conditions, the people generally live in greater seourity. ‘There ean be oa 
no doubt that since the settlement has been started crime has greatly decreased in that) tract 
of country, and both the people and the administration are gainers in consequence. | For- 
merly no one in villages within a certain radius of the Muduupore jungles, and other places 
where the Domes habitually resided, could venture to leave unwatched the smallest articles 
of property: thallees, lotas, clothes, goats, &c., were spirited away, and at night raids were 
made into the houses, and ornaments and other property forcibly carried off. ‘Ihis state of 
lawlessness has entirely ceased, and property is now as secure in those tracts as in the best 
ordered parts of the district 

20. Effect on the Police—Domes had acquired such an evil reputation that every theft 
which the police through inability or negligence were unable to trace ont was attributed to 
them. There was an invariable formula for all police criminal cases, which was supposet to a 
fully exonerate the investigating officers from the eharge of not having successfully dealt ol 
with them. A referencé to those records shows that the use of this forniula Mughya au 
Dome layon ka kam beshak hoga was supposed to fully account for the fact that the case had 
been properly returned in criminal form. f mm 

21. Mr. Showers, the present District Superintendent, had done a good deal to pnt a ie 
stop to this abuse ; but full success was not achieved until the Domes were settled. Police 
officers now know that they must give some better explanation of their inability to trace out 
a case, and there can be no doubt that in consequence they are compelled to be more thorough 
in their work and are less likely to be taken off on wrong scents. 

Since the Domes have been settled the police have been ablo te obtain through them “ 
information regarding receivers of stolen property, and some cases haye in consequence been ui 
successfully prosecuted. This had done good both directly and indirectly—directly ‘in 
bringing to justice men who for years had lived with impunity upon the losses inflicted on 
their neighbours, and indirectly by causing such apprehension amongst those receivers still ©» 
at large that even if these settlements were to break up, they would be cautious'in reverting | 
to old practices which they have now discovered to be fraught with danger of a kind hitherto 
little feared by them. 

22. he Domes from the first have, by their conduct, evinced their thorough and 4 
cordial appreciation of the benefits conferred upon them. With a view of giving them more ; 
remunerative employment, and of encouraging them, three picked men were appointed ‘ 
village chowkidars, end favourable accounts of their diligence and good conduct have been ~~ 


a 









see 


received from the villagers. These appointments were made with some hesitation, but up to 
the present time the men selected have justified the confidence placed in them. eS fe 
A few are employed under the road-cess in looking after trees, and the District Engineer ? 
fiuds them Sal-hahaved and willing to work. As an indication of the better repute into 
which Domes have of late grown, I may mention that ten of them are at present in the private. 
employment of zemindars, Karopean and native, at fixed wages of Rs. 3 monthly, The men 










their employers regarding them are quite satisfactory. The experiment of allowing men 
such antecedents to be withdrawn from the direct vision exercised over them at 
settlement, and employed at places where opportunities for reverting to old practices m 
t themselves, appeared one of doubtful pradence. A Se 

23. The good conduct of those on whom confidence had been placed, and the fact th: 
the men sent out would leave their wives, children, and such as they posse 
behind them at the settlement, decided us in favour of the attempt; and up to the pr 
time there isno reason to think that it has not proved successful. © 

For many years past the existence of these Domes proved the greatest di 
administration in this district. In 1877 the Nepalese Government decided to 
measures against this tribe, with a view of driving them out of Nepal; wd in 
special police foree had to be entertained in this i, as it was fe 
were expelled from Nepal, they would assemble in such numbers 







seni fee Tis font lr a 
taken to confine th e four walls of a reformatory. ; 
olved heavy expenditure, did not commend themselves rey ean from 
e the Domes were kept in such check as the strength of the police foree of the district 










24. ‘The annual crime reports of successive years—particularly the orts 
ks and 1878—desoribe vividly the state of lawlessness which these Deikes Mg iol, fa “ih 
= me Bae gecn oe mea to a oe prong with them. f 
: : n Octo a special report was submitted to you, giving the particulars ‘ 

be ~~ is known as the Akta case, which resulted in the conviction of 60 Denies pa one ‘ated. poe 

=  notenter into details, which are already on record in your office; but this case gives an iden 

~_ of the extreme boldness of these Domes when assembled together in numbers. ‘ 
~ 25, From 1880 to June 1882 the depredations of the Domes were on a less extensive ~* 


_geale, but they still caused extreme annoyance and injury to the people inhabiti 4 
P Toate ts of country, and the problem of piste with eet wan still mb ved. la ng 
_ > 26, The success already achieved by the Chumparun settlements warrants the belief a 
that it is possible to reclaim these people without recourse to the stringent measures which = 

have from time to time been advocated. There appears to be no reason why, in the course ; t 


of a few years, Mughya Domes should not become industrious and law-abiding members 

of the community. As the number of Domes at large is not only considerable, but increases 

daily as time-expired convicts come out of jail, it is necessary to make arrangements before- = 
Oe for the admission into these refuges of all those who are anxious to live honestly in : 


ature. 

~The Chumparun settlements will admit of 500 persons being taken in; an ” 
anxious that this number should not be exceeded, for t will not i, ossible gen toa | 
officers, with due regard to the cails made on their time and attention by other duties, to 
undertake the responsibility of looking after a larger number of settlers than this. It is 
hesides, on other grounds, not desirable that the whole tribe should be collected within a 
circumscribed area. : 

27. I understand that a settlement is to be made in the Chupra district, which ought 
to absorb most of the Domes now at large. 

Before long, owing to these settlements, the number of Domes who live by crime will 
have become so small that the police will have no difficulty in dealing with them effectively. 
Detection will follow on crime, and those who refuse to follow honest occupation will find 
that they can no longer with impunity follow their old criminal practices. That the 
Domes are anxious to escape from the conditions under which they have hitherto lived is, 

I think, proved by the existence of these settlements. Mr Donaldson, the Superintendent 
of the Buxar Central Jail, in a letter to Dr. Lethbridge, which hus been forwarded to me, 
writes that his Dome convicts have expressed the greatest satisfaction in learning that it 
might be possible for them to live in peace on being released from jail ; aud several of them 
stitioned him to have their names forwarded here, so that, when their sentences expire, they 
“may be allowed to be at Burgaon or Futtehpore. - 
28. In proof that the money contributed by Government in aid of the scheme has — 
_ been economically spent, I may point out that an average of 300 people have been main-~ ‘ 
- tained for a year; that 55 substantial houses have been built ; bullocks, farm-stock, ploughs, 
aud agricultural implements purchased ; and a reserve of food-grain kept in hand. Funds 
ad -are now exhausted ; and as expenses will have to be incurred in connection with enlargin 
these settlements, I am compelled to apply for further aid from Government. I would ik 
that a capitation grant of Rs. 3 per head be sanctioned for the year 1883. hy 


_ his would place a sum of Rs. 1,050 at our disposal, and arrangements could then Behn, m3 
made for enlarging the area of arable land attached to both settlements,’ and for building » oe we 
more houses. ‘There are over and above incidental expenses in connection with the scheme 
- which I have no means of meeting. 8 
~~ Phat.a sum from. the public revenue with fairness be contributed towards this _ | 
~~ gehemer Lthink, be. granted, for most of new settlers would under other conditions ta 
nece 'y have found their way into jail, there to be maintained.at the public cost; and to ali 
he oredit of these settlements must be placed the greater security to property which the = 
‘of the scheme has brought about. No special pleading is, 1 know, required to 
d the scheme to the consideration of Government, and I trust therefore that this 
1 for funds will be favourably received. i f 
sphis bopotots which I have made as brief as possible (my object being to put before icy eh 
sul's of the year’s working and the prospects of success in future), gives all main © 
‘interest. 1 have not thought it necessary to attempt any account of the early 
stoms or dialect of this pecullar iar pec pea 
sk of starting eee Seamer rte sitendod with pett perc ily © 
; and for along timo it was doubr ether it ~ 
com pli - Bhat. sucsées hes been attained pg ie 
aindars and gentlemen, but mainly to the energy 
ertaking. Rh pee oe 
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rnebiibe eh Sir Fa 8 


Tye ins eae — ~- ony 


bee a ond ge “ me, e Ry oem he tebe ring sen mina * bl 
s, who from theft haw intrested themeelves in the promotion of this me, and 
ve voluntarily berally responded to all calls made upon them for assistance : — nee 

The Me jah Bahadoor of Bettiah, a,» 

The Rani of Ramnaggur, 

Issm Gir Mohunt of Baklahar, 

Ram Charn Singh, 
4 * Dees” Puttidars of mouzah Burgaon. 
Sant Singh. 
a oe. Buldeo Pande of Futtehpore. . 
ac. ~ T shall be glad if you will bring these names before Government for such recognition as = 
‘vig you think necessary. Several other zemindars, notably— 





<a Narsingh Sahay of Bagaha, 
et Gajadhar Misser of Ratanmala, 
‘Papsi Narain Singh of Dhanhe, 
- Baboo Harangi Misser , Agent of the Dulhin Saheb of Bettiah, 
a Lachmi Narain Singh of Bagaha. ; 
i Matook Dhari Misser, ; 
and other puttidars of Madhubani have rendered assistance which deserves acknowledgment. 
aly 82. Both the settlements are in the Bettiah sub-division, and have received 
Mr. Cameron’s special attention. He has identified himself from the first with this scheme, 
and has been able to give assistance, without which it would not have succeeded, : 
Showers, who has been District Superintendent throughout the year under report, has taken 
pay _ up the promotion of this scheme with the ability and thoroughness he puts into the per- 
f mee formance of all the duties of his office. 
tied 33. The officer whose name deserves special mention is Baboo Nokhey Lal Misser, 
ee Inspector of Police. This officer was the means, in the first instance, of inducing the Domes 
Be to settle ; and he has throughout the year re both tact and firmness in dealing with 
a » them. ‘I'he general management of the settlements has been his special charge, and he 


“Sy has worked admirably. I desire to bring him prominently to your notice. Head-constable 
tA. Ramdhani Singh, next to Inspector Nokhey Lal Misser, deserves credit for his successful work 
er: in connection with the settlements. I also desire to bring his name to your notice. 

Be Head-constables Lalji Sahay and Ambica Pershad have also done excellent work. 
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of Bengal, as rages to Government during the week ending the 15th September 1888. 














= Rainfall 
District, and date of — jat Sudder Character of the weather, state and prospects of the crops, and alta? 
rn return. Stationin state of health at date, “?™ 
inches, 


a <e ae 

SY a 
Western Districts. 

1 |Burdwan, Sept. 15 '83) 058 |Weather—vory close. Amun growing well, Rain required for some of the high 


Culna co] 126 lands in Cutwa. Awe is being reaped with a fair outturu. Prospects of 
Cutwa we] Oe? all crops fair. 
Kaneegunge | 828 

d 2 |Bankoora, » 15 » | 063 |Weather—cloudy and clear by turns, with drizzling rain at intervals, Crops in 

E Bishenpore | 0°78 the field are doing very well; but more rain is necessary fur realizing the 
Maliara wel O72 promise they now give. Public health fair. 

5 Kbatra «| 284 ° 

E 8 |Beerbhoom, » 15 ,,| O89 |Weather—hot; occasional showers. Aus and amun crops doing well. Prospects 

. Rampore Haut .| 449 good, Prices somewhat lower. Public health good, 
4 |Midnapore » 15 ,,| O98 |Weatker—seasonable, Prospects of crops favourable, Public health good. 
6 





















Hooghly, » 16, 


Howrah » Win» 
Oolooberia a 


Central Districts. 
6 |24-Perguonabs, Sept. 17 '83 


2:35 |Weather—seasounble. All crops doing well, Harvesting of aus has begun; 
outtarn good. General health good, 

1:49 |Weather—sultry with occasional showers. wus rice and jute nearly all reaped. 

079 Amun rice and sugarcane doing well. 


146 | Weather--hot and clear, Harvesting of early paddy going on; ontturn very 
good. Transplunting of late rice finished. Prospects good. Public health 


generally good, though cases of fever reported from Baraset and Bussirhat sub- 
divisions 


Nuddea, » 1 »| 114 |Weather—cloudy, with ocensional showers, Sultry. Harvesting of aug nearly 
Kooshtea we] 148 completed ore rain wanted for amun, Fever stationary. 

Meherpore 1:56 
Chooudanga 0-48 
Ranaghat |] 328 

Khoolus, » 15 »| 2°46 Weather—warm.p Prospects of both aus and amun crops good, Fever prevalent 

in several places. 

Jessore, wad 0°27 |Weather—hot and dry for the season of the year. Prospects of amun crop not 
Jhenida «| 046 so good as they were. This is owing to want of rain and to absence of 
Magura 0°47 fountation. If no more rain falls soon, amun crop will suffer, Public health 
Narail «| OL generally good; cases of fever reported from Bongong. 

Bongong «| 065 


10 |Moorsbedabad, , 16 ,, 0°40 |Weather—sultry. Rain is much wanted for the late rice. The other crops are 
doing well. Public health good. 
11 |Miwagepore Sept 14 ’88) 036 |Weather—cloudy with occasional showers. More rain is wanted for amun in 
: parts of the district. Bhadoi and jute being cut with a fair outturn, 
12 |Rajshabye, np aon 


253 |Weather—coolor, with fairly strong east wind, and occasional heavy but local 
Navvore 


066 showers. Aus crop is being harvested. The amun suffering in places from 


Nowgong ee O17 want of rain, Ganja transplanting delayed for the same reason. 
18 |Rungpore » 14 » 0°26 Weather—very lot, Prospects of amun rice and sugarcane good, Cutt 
rigram 013 of jute going on, anda fow being steeped. Fever prevalent. Cholera 
Gaibanda 0:20 reported from outpost Fulkumar in the Kurigram sub-division, 
Nilphamari Nil 
14 |Bogra, 0-88 |wWeather—extremely hot, dry, and unhealthy. Rain is now very urgently wanted” | 


The want of rain combined with a scorching sun has been extremely injurious 
to the amun crop on the high lands, Fever is very prevalent, 

062 |Weather—very hot and dry. Kain much needed. Rivers falling respecte 
of crops discouraging, fs aft. 

803 |Weather—gloomy azain, but rain light. Rain badly wanted for standing rope” r - 
in Terai. In the hills harvesting of Indian-corn and millets progressing. 

3°62 |Weather—seasonable. Rice crop promising, Jute backward. Sugarcane in 
port of district backward, Public health fuir, 

1:47 |Weather—very close and hot. Prospects of Iate rico continue fair. Tobacco ») 
ficlds are being ured, Cutting of jute going on. Reports vary regarding “Ape 

146 ; thiscrop, Public health good, ; 
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Weather—bot. — paddy and jute being cut. Sowmg of roachia paddy and mi 
maskalai coutinues, Prospects of crops good, saa ee 
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93 
Ke 


“a fa gone hot. The want of rain is rather serious. Prospects of 
scill fair » but the amua in some places is getting much too 
mire Jes rl gg a generally very fair. 

Outtuen of aus crop satisfactory. Transp : 
yet sees hay General health good, Cattle-disoase ite a 

division of Patuakhali still continues, ie 

|| Weather—hot. See te see te nln pee than is wanted. is hi 
| ae Rivers have fallen five feet during the Just 1S aagn Healthy 
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: BENGAL —conold. sive a 
22 \Chittagong, Sept. 15 * 3:49 |Weather—sensonablo, Tranaplanting of amun we nenely finished, pee 00. 7 
i % Prices panes: P vector isense = ae: tatty - ae: eel 
, 28 |Noakholly, 18 475 |Weather—variable, days sultry, early moraings fa cool. ‘Transplanti ing of 
> E . % amun paddy nearly pean i Prospects of crops not unfavourable, 
24 |Tipporah, » 13 » | O88 |Weather- very sultry. Wind easterly. Rain wanted. Crops in high lands — 
a Brahmnnbaria -| 286 burning up for want of water. Crops in low lands very que * a 
Chandpore oe} 185 i 4 
; 25 [Chittsgong Hill ,, 11 ,,| 1°57 |Oceasional showers, Strong southerly winds varying roid to north, — , 5 
Tracts, outturn of jum paddy is proving lighter than was ex) Cotton | - 
- * hardly ogee 4annas ofan average crop. Plough lands doing well, Seger: " 
~ cane wea J 
Be Hill Tipperah =, 12 » | 288 |Weather—cloudy and hot. Transplanting of amun rice still going on. Sugar. | 
Be 4 ee cane doing well. Public health good,’ pi | 
of BEHAR ate 
eae 26 /Patna, Sept. 15 '83) 1°89 |Weather—hot. Bhadoi crops promising Kaoni and makai aro being ent, 
beer Barh ee] O77 Transplanting of paddy still continues, More rain wanted. Cholera reported — 
| Bebar 060 from Chundi, Hilsa, and Bebar thanas, bonitgl 
*Dinapore | 106 Ca 
27 jaya » 15 » | 819 |Wenther—sudden suntae on 11th. West wind, heavy clouds, and good rain all © 
Aurungabad «| 0:07 the way fron Jahanabad to Gya: probably wide-«pread. Rive was faust aeyiog 
up. Irrigation was going on vigorously, with much fighting for water, ing 
lute rain will have done immense » Cholera still reported, but abating * 
steadily Prices high, but not running up fast. 
2 | 28 |Shahabad, n 16 » | OM |Weather—hot and pad Prospects of winter rice uncertain, More rain 
E Bnxar «| 08 needed. Average outturn of dhadoi crop estimuted at 5 annas, bate 
Sagseram 2°37 | 
“a Bhabooah rr O4 
% | 29 |Durbhunga, » 15 «| 118 |yenthor—hot almost the entire week for want of rain. Rain is is geen an 
| a wanted. It is said that the crops on high grounds are enffering. a 
however, fell in the sudder station this morning (15th,) Fever a few 
cholera cases reported. 
80 |Mozufferpore, 4 15 ,| 0:53 |Weather—cloudy and close, with but lite rain, which is mach vi bey for all 
Hajecpore «| 0°47 crops Rice is still being transplanted for the second time, except in the Worst 
Seetamarhi “| 002 portions of the inundated tract. 
81 [Saran, » 15 » | 1:88 |Weather --close and aultry with occasional showers. Bhadoi being harvested 
Sewan O21 with average results, Rain on 12th and 18th, if veneral throughont district, 
Gopalgunge Nil has been very beneficial, but more wanted for paddy. Cnses of fever reported ; “ 
- public health otherwise good, \ 
82 |Chumparun » 15 »| Nil |Wenther—hotand cloudy, Rain, which has not fallen now for nearly three 
is wuch wanted, The Zhadoi crops have suffered in consequence, and if — 
drought continues serious injury to the aghani crop must result, ‘cone 
are mnssed up in every direction, and there is every probability that some oats eau 
. showers will fall before long. General health on the whole good, 
f of cholera and fever reported from interior, 
ia 83 |Monghyr = Sept. 15 "64 2:28 |Weather—hot and cloudy, Harvesting of bhadoi crops being made. Bonsai 
| damui «| OFL very beneficial for aghani crop, but more wanted in the south of 
, district 
e E 1 84 |Bhaguipore, » 16 «| O44 |Autumn harvest has commenced; outturn 8 to 12 annas. Rain most w . 
F tanka oof = 127 required for transplancved paddy. Rice in the lower lands promises 
: 4 Muddehpoorah --{ 076 | the higher land paddy has suffered much for want of rain, iE 
a Soopole el Nil \\A 
35 |Purneah, » 15 » | 050 |Weather—normal. Prospects of crops generally A sage but'more rain is now 
Kissengunge oo] O20 required in the Sudder sub-division where rainfall,is much below 
Arrareab | S1L average. Public health fair. 
hie S 36 |Maldut, » 15 » | O88 |Weather—still end oppressive, Rainfall scanty. Rain is much wanted 
'S improve the condition of the transplanted winter rice crop, Prices of ; 
| grains have fallen a little General health good. oS 
be 2 87 |Sontbal Perghs. ,, 15 4, | 069 |Weather—close and cloudy, with passing showers, More rain wanted at :) 
f . hur «| O16 Knjmehal, and Jamtara, The Indian corn crop in Rajmehal isa one, 
tie ee Kajmebul 137 | elsewhere poor. wi 
ai daimtara 1-02 vn 
Pakour 8:03 - s pit is 
Godda 8-22 ts 
ORISSA | Re 
Say . ge Cuttack Sept. 14 ’83| 623 | Weather—seasonable with occasional showers of rain. Beali being | 
Be = | with prospect of a fair outturn, Sarad being weeded and | 
my | Common rice selling at from 20 to 28 seers per tupee, Public 
A few cases of cholera in the town. 
atin 89 |Pooree, » 18 4 | 889 |Weather—hot and cloudy, with showers occasionally 0 phbapealb alee a 
Ee: ms Khoorda 407 d. Some damage done to sarad paddy in “thane ree ay 
i Fstil reported from Banpur. amas een ae 
ee yl 6 Common rice oases at from 25 to 89 seers 
" 4v |Bulnsore, » 14. | O82 | Weathor—sensonable with occasional rain, ceding gin on on 
pokes, ae Aa is os harvested at places. Standing crops 
3 goo 
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South-West Frontier 


Agency. 
» 1 Hazaribagh, Sept. 14 





2:26 Weather—warm and close. Harvesting of bhadoi drops 
| | rice crop favourable. General health 
4z |Lobuduggen =, 16 2:94 |Weather—sensonadle, Recent rain has done much good in 
Daltonyunge «| 205 | crops in that sub-division nob shopsie to be more 10 
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i 43 |Singbhoom, ~ ,,° 14 Weather—wet during tho first part of 
rad Prospects of vrops continue ede 


er 
= 44 |Marbhoom, Sept, 16...) 4 Weather—rainy 
- ; Govindpore 
he al walt 
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Spe ihe tibiae’ of the Principal Staples of Traffic imported into Calcutta fram the T 
during the month of June 1883. 


Imvonrs into Oarcurra. 


lyrmnovs Proprers, OML-snEeps. | 


“Rrox any Pappy, | Tea, | Cotton, Sitheyge 
Indian, | al 
. Total Total, Jute, raw. Gannys Linwood. Mustard gies | Hoel! 


Rice. | . (i - i 
|Paddy.) ice), | 4 





Mas, 4 Mads. No, . Mds. 


13,210 1,874 a7 510 
2,20,021 “ sat as 1,000 ) 
8,817 14.835 | 602,036 21,000 
AT 27.878 | 752,020 ‘ 200 
25,878 15) | 
1,056 wares seers 
2,128 
us 
268 
5,207 








los Ol 











“$018 
1,07.810 
10,483 ‘ 
2,465,750 
U6 
400 
Lou 
42)408 





120,955 | 8,70,776 /15, 11,10, 780 . 73,004 


—— — ——— | 


3 } 2,583,806 | say. sai 1,006,513, 21,102 
ahein eas 43,520 16,-34 J,owb 
2 hes st ‘ 37,353) a. 
vs 3,725 9,128 
npeoes sees 800 24280 | 18a) 
cient seni | aes ; 4058 174 
3 iM) 18,730 4,336 
21,05 seise 4,005 
be 
‘Maldab 4 00) 
Bontha Pergunnihe -. tase "| 1338 | 


_—- — |-—_—_-_ . ain \ eenatos 


Totalof Hehar — ... Hid 540,545 | 110,092 | 20605 | O87 ¥. 31.20: 5 Yas | 18,502 
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Total of Orissa 3,786 | 
Cnora Na@ronn, 
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VMOU, nee 
of Chota Nagpore... 


ot oy of supplies , mat —_——| 

© FP rOvite ' 

rth Linn =) 4,81,005 | 9,987,007 hs 78,870 | 227,092 | 37, 4,87,000 | 2,009,000 | 
jor of Hencut —_—_—_—— ee 


~OTHEK PROVISCKS, 


1,026 | 





aeeree 12 | 22 sedans a ; 25,915 28 


serene 45S, 48 eer Pe) | aid 154,755 7H | 27 bse 
5 7 1,02,070 t ipd,u2b | By 2.351 

20,7 geese BB | cas — 
ow andd 76 
iw soneee 8,450 
% av 750 


.351:008-4 1,57 002 cae 207,469 | 87,570 | 85,2540) | 4,58,405 | 2,072, 650t) 541.454 | 400,215 | 50,082 | 55,485 
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346,520 | 1v,0a,0U8 | 7,) 207 003 Tiree entene 444,183 | 1,028,1777) 4,052,250 | 2,028,572 | 47,830 | 42,282 
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_ Phe Sea-borne Trade\sf Calcutta in Lnese Staples during the month of June 1883 was as follows :— 


25 1,724,075 

my | ‘ns, wo 
23,760 | 

oyllv0 





y Statement shows the'several. Routes followed by the Trade in the "Principat ‘Beapiter” “dey 
into Caleutia during the month of Tune 18838. 


Imports nto Catcurra. 


Poop-euarms. |Prnnovs Proprors. OTL8REDS. . 
il pein 
| Pha 
G i Other food-, Jute, | Gunny- i. rr we 
ram - ner = 'y i 
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grains, 





Mas, | Mas. Mads. Mas, No, f Mds, | Mads. Mads. | Mads, 
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~~ C 1H82... | 9,608,709 tian | 7.71,0'2 | 2,07,058 83,8 | 441,122 | 1,625,177 | 4,523,268 42,232 | 1,582 
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lowing Statement shows the Values, Quantities, and Numbers of the Principal Staples of Traffic exported ii 1 
Caleutia during the month of June 1888. \ 
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Cotton piece-Koode. ]} Gorton twist, Cotton piece-goods.| Cotton twist, 


. Whither exported, - , r Salt, 
European. [uaa Buropean. |Indian. . oo | Indian, rae linden, 


| 
| Onora Baaroes, 
Rs. .. Mads. ‘ F Fozaribueh 
. Manbnoom . 
ch) f 
soe sone 210 Yotal of Chota Nagpore .., 
70,104 Tsu 200 . 
73,152 tie bigaess total of wepplics into 
10 provinces under the 
eae : eer Lieutenant-Goveruor of (| 43,43,680, 89,481 
47,671 ane ———} —. 
1.80/45 meets Orden Provinons, 
. eee Assam 17,491) arose 
Edom ed pa North Western Provinoos * ; 
ws eovnes nd Ou soe 13,55,! 
66.960 ts Panjab ty eH 
s Contral Provinces *”” 
en sees nese Seipoowae States... 
see OES os ae ste 
5,24,817 Mra oe ow 
"er a3, mons ¢ oa mdicherry pee be peti 
87,081 sone aitors ee British burmah ov abd 


Other pisces... te 








46,988 
4,190 sreoes Grand total of 1883 . 


as laa) 168,606 | Pxvortain Juno 2 iges | ga,so,.07} 4i,era| 24,201 


—— | 


1883 was as Sollows:— 


$508 "ST 

rosa) |imvoarsy inro Canourra—|— its,* 
5,050 | Prom Foreign Porte— 

er United Kingaom §7,31,75. 
60,200 Other Foreign ports 36.370 
$5,985 | Poul of Foreign trade ...| 87,3,124 


—_— —— 


The Sea-borne Trade of Caloutta in these Staples during the Ea ant, 





seneee 





From Indian Ports— 
8,100 | 1,7] 1,823,506 | 685,155 Moda ae: 
Masiras 
British Barmah - 
Obber Luidian ports 


5,000 Towa! of Inverportal trade ., 

: 165,250 . 
—|——--——} Grand Total of iol 
168,250 Imports in June ., 01882 .,. 





"Slatement seaeie the several Routes followed by the Trade in the Principal Stlaptes of Trag 
Calcutta during the month of June 1883. 
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tions taken at the Alipore Observatory fr 
9th to 18th September 1883. 
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Inches, 
; ~The mean pressure of the seven days . «=» - 29°64 
ry - Vbe average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, S. G’s Office m 29°660 
P The total number of hours of bright suushine of the seven days eae 419" 
8 
zi The mean temperature of the seven days. a §=6. 82-9 
~The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, S, G ’s ‘Office a 1838 
- The extreme variation of temperature during the seven days = os ]24 
The maximum temperature during the seven days veo see - §=—$9 
’ Miles. 
‘The highest velocity of the wind in one hour during the seven days és es 12 
* a TBs. 
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é > 
~ - lo 
The mean relative humidity during the seven days 87 hee 
ao relative humidity of the corresponding period for 24 years, S G’s Office .. 86°" 

re ¢ i Inches, 

. Sethe tore! fall of rain from 9th to 15th September 1883 re Pre 1:66 

ke Whe average fall of the corresponding pe riod for 24 years, S G,’s Office.. sen ay 2°68 . 
Prec Mie total fall from Ist January to 15th & September 1883 __., oe «= 4571 
a fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, S. G.’s Office .. » Bela 
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: TIONS TAKEN IN BENGAL FOR THE WEEK ENDING FRIDAY, 
ot THE l4ru SEPTEMBER 1883. . Ral 
en”, ; ee gh * 





Tr was noticed in the report for the week ending the 7th of September, that on the 
morning of that date a small barometric depression or cyclonic vortex, which had been 
forming for some days in the north-west angle of the Bay, was approaching the coast . 
: of Orissa. Its centre was on that morning between Balasore and False Point. and not far - } 
es distant from the coast, and during the same night the small depression passed inland ia 
z into Orissa, where it afterwards apparently filled up and disappeared. With the advance a 
ee, of the depression inland. the barometer rose rapidly at the head of the tay, and mode- i 
ne rately strong monsoon winds began to blow in all districts bringing with them light to : 
a moderate rain. The rainfall on Saturday, the 8th instant, was general in Orissa, South- 

i” West Bengal and Chutia Nagpur; on the 9th instant it had exteuded to South Behar, 
Mi and on the 10th instant rain was general over the whole Province. During th’s period pres- 
sure, which had been for some period considerably below the normal, was gradually increas- 
ing in all districts, and the increase continued until the close of the week, when pressure 
was about equal to the normal. With the gradually increasing pressure, the monsoon 
a winds began to slacken somewhat, and at the close of the week a moro or less pronounced 
i break in the rains had commenced in Orissa, South-West Bengal and East Bengal, though 
B. rain had continued to fall, and in many cases in considerable amounts, in Behar and’ North 
- . Bengal. With the gradually increasing pressure, and with, in some cases, the rather 
F variable nature of the 5 Abeenceers changes, wind directions have not been so steady as they 


iss 


E were in previous weeks, and aang abeige the close of the week wind directions in 
; ' ‘Behar and Northern Bengal had me very variable. Notwithstanding this want of 
, 


oe 


steadiness of direction, wind velocities are keeping quite equal to the norma! for the period, 
and in some cases they even are above normal velocity. "This will be clearly seen from the 


following tabular statement :— 

























ae Normal daily velocity in Normal daily 
Srarion. | week ending | wind velocity Bratron. week ending | wind velocity 
| lath | in September, Isth Sep vr) in September, ) 
Miles. | ‘Miles. Miles. | Miles. 
False Point... see 240 i746 | Chittagong RS 158 1080 
& Cuttack Ste oat 62 569 | Dacca “t abs 113 Lia 
: Saugor Island ... oss 250 228 | Gya eee ous 48 545 4 
i Calcutta aon is 106 1169 | Patna ref og 14 658 ‘ 
© Burdwan wid ~ 86 | 76'S | Purneah ... hae 34 60°0 | 
P Berhampore... «i 83 854 | Durbhanga sad 17 88:0 : 
i Jessore 5s sai 117 790 | Hazaribagh ae 171 1678 ‘ 
, 


As pointed out before, pressure in all districts was at the commencement of the week. 
ate, considerably below the normal, and there has since been a gradual recovery till at ifs close 
oe ressure was nearly norma}. It therefore of course follows that the average pressore for ss 
i the week will be below the normal in almost all instances. The numbers given in the — ow 
es meteorological table show that the only station which has had an average pressure for the a 
fe week above the normal is Durbhanga, which registers 0-012” in excess. In all other . — 
" cases pressure has been below the normal by amounts which equal in the average ‘04" — a 
in Orissa and South-West Bengal, -015” in Kast Bengal, ‘05’ in Chutia Nagpur, and 06%. |, 
e in South Behar. The largest defect is at Gya, which reports a pressure below the normal 
by °073”. Temperature has varied considerably during the week, and the variations have ~~ 
be, ah to a great extent followed the course of the rainfall, It was thus at the commencementof 
fe the week below the normal in Orissa and South-West Bengal, and above it in Behar, which 
was not then receiving any rain, but at the close of the week the reverse condition, of things 
held, and temperature was below the normal in Behar, where rain was falling, and above | 
‘the average in Orissa and South-West Bengal, which were then comparatively rainless. The — 
variations of the averages for the week from the normal have not therefore been very large, 
and the only case when a variation of more than one degree occurs is at Chi , 
shows a defect of 2°, The variations of the temperatures of different stations in the 
district are alsorin many cases of opposite character, so that it may be said that in the 
there has been a nearly normal temperature on the whole province during the past week. 
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i ble zives the usnal summary of the temperature and raipfall ! data fo z 
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TRMPERATURE. RAINPALL, Js np 
Daim iy > | 3 . £ 
Geter nck i i Avernge for week, | 34 Of week. Rainy days. ence lat | Since May 
pre : 
ye Higa) a 7 
METEOROLOGICAL 4 4 8 
 ‘ Diwrarer, s\s H s é Se 3 
e | i Sis is Fy: f Fi & H & 
A g £ 
 aaline S eS ls i Ie ia To fe ete |S a 
3 lh H | &s & 2 /6s'8 | 
ele lceei sgl fel E/E) 2 (EEN f/ 8] f 
mw | § |Sst ists ei ai{s e |47 14 elal/zlalez 
Orissa | 92'4 | 70°0 | 86'7 | 78°83) 88 | —1'0 | 1°06 | 2°88 | —1'82] 43] 3°9 | og | 6°30 | 40°27 | 40:80 5°20 
South-Woxt Bengal | O26 | 75°9 | BRL) 784) SHS] —O1 | 1°36) S41) —107) BH) BS | +01) B71 | 42°38 | alae) oO 
East Bengal 93 | 746 | 860 | 777) SLO | —O'8 | 206 | 296) —OV0) 435) 401 +05) 3°50 4°73 | 65°86 Oo 
North Bengal O18 | 751 | 85 | 776) BO)... 146 | 847) —201] 38) 8:1) 407] 2°00 | Oot48 | 49460) 719 
k North Behar | oO | 73:8] 89°8 | 787 | Bes] +09 | OMS | BAL) —148 |) Bh] 27 | —O'8] 1146 | 87°09 | 30°85 ps 
\ South Behar osy | 743] 8u'0 | 770! 83:9) —O'8 | 1786) 205) —Or22| #3] BO | +178] 2°50 | 87°46 | $205 4 
Chutia Nagpur as 696 | 82°83 | 71°7 73 | —o'8 | 279 | B41) +082 | 4 | a | +08] Bree | dee0 | Ose] a6 














It has been shown previously that the velocity of the winds blowing over the province . 
has been quite up to the normal during the past week, and yet this has been again a period 
of deficient rainfall in all divisions except one. The deficiency of rainfall has not, however, 
been quite so extreme as that registered in some divisions during the previous week, though 
speaking with reference to the whole province, it may be said to have received a rainfall 
only equal to about two-thirds of the normal. ‘lhe one meteorological division, which has 
received on excess fall during the past week has been Chutie Nagpur, which reports an 
amount equal to 13 per cent above the normal fall. South Behar stands nexc, having 
received about nine-tenths of its usual fall; while East Bengal reports a rainfall equal to 
7) per cent. of the average, and South-West Bengal an amount equal to 56 per ceut. of 
the normal fall. Orissa, North Behar, and North Bengal are very considerably in defect, 
having only received about one-third of the normal fall, the exact amounts being 37,39, and 
42 per cent., respectively of the normal fall. Of these three, North Bengal and North 
Behar are very largely in defect in the previous week, though Orissa during that period 
had received excessive rain. It is, however, very remarkable that notwithstanding the 
marked defect of rain in nearly all divisions, the number of rainy days has n 
in excess of the normal in all cases except two, where slight defects only are shown. North 
Bengal is a prominent instance of this; the average rainfall at all the stations in this 
division for the week is 1:46 inches, while the normal fall for the same period is 
347 inches, giving a defect during the week of 658 per cent.; the actual average 
number of rainy days at the stations in this division during the week has been 
3:8, as against the normal number 8:1, giving an excess number of U-7 rainy days in a 
year when the rainfall has been so largely in defect, South-West Bengal, East Bengal, 
and South Behar are instances of similar nature during this week, but not of so pro- 
minenta character. ‘he conclusion from this seems unavoidable, that though the rain 
showers have been quite as numerous as usual, they have been wanting in intensity or in the . 
amount of rain which they were able to yield. ' his taken in counection with the fact that ? 
se the wind velocity for the poriod is fully up to the normal, naturally suggests that the monsoon 
~ eurrent may be rather wanting in depth or volume during the present season. 
Tn the various divisions, as may be expected, there are individuil cases of districts 
receiving comparatively large excess falls or large defects which are deserving of notice. ‘ 
“In the Orissa division the Pooree district is more largely in defect than the 
“remaining districts In South-West Bengal the Miduapore district has received a fall 
only about) one-fifth of the normal, while’ Tumlook in this district has received 
actually no rain at all, and Ghatal less than a tenth of an inch of rain during the 
Week. In Kastern Bengal the Ohittagong district has received a large excess, in fact almost 
» — twice its normal amount, while the Furreedpore district and most stations in the Mymensingh 
" * ‘district are in large defect. In North Bengal the districts of Bogra and Pubna, Rajshahye, 
-_- Dinajepur, and Rungpur were in very considerable defect, while -the Darjiling district 
+ received an excess fall, In North Bengal, North Bhagulpore, Champaran, and some stations 
in Darbhanga are in very large defect. In connection with this district, it may be remarked 
“AAR “® report from was to Simla to the effect that 9 inches of 
~ r@in' had fallen there on the 9th instant, but it has been since found that the actual amount 
mt which was received on that day was only 03 inch. In South Behar and in Chutia 
rainfall has been fairly evenly distributed, and there are no exceptional cases 
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~ ‘Bemperatureifell considerably in Orissa, and toa smaller extent in South-West. and Eust 

_» “Bengal and in Chutia Nagpur, but in Behar it continued to rise. It averaged nearly 4° 
: below the normal in Orissa, while in Behar it was 3° above the normal. With the advende — 
of the barometric depression inland, wind directions became south-westerly in Orissa andy 7 
at Saugor Island, In all other parts of the Provinoo south-easterly or easterly winds of 
moderate strength were blowing. In Orissa, Chutia Nagpur, and South-West Bengal,  * 
wind velocities had increased since the 7th instant. Humidity was fairly high in ~~ 
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“ all districts. ‘The amount of cloud was also high in all districts, except Behar and. ra 
North Bengal. General rain light to moderate in amount fell in Orissa, South-- -— 
¢ West Bengal, East Bengal and Uhutin Nagpur. A few showers fell in North nee “ly 
| and North Behar, and in the Sonthal Pergunnahs district of South Behar; a 


; the remaining districts of this division were rainless. ‘The heaviest rain fell in Kast" © 
& and South-West Bengal and Orissa, Thus Cox’s Bazar reported 3°8 inches, Noakhally | 
S 2-29 inches, Ranaghat 1°60 inches, Berhampore 1:27 inches, Satkhira 1°21 inches, Banki 

1-22 inches, Tajpore 1°10 inches, and Sarah 1°01 inches. 


Sunday, 9th September.—Pressure increased at almost all the reporting stations ‘fhe 
increase was largest in Behar and in North Bengal, whwre pressure was relatively iigh: 
Notwithstanding the increase of pressure, the barometer was lower than the normal by 
amounts which averaged nearly atenth of an inch in South-West Bengal and Orissa, , 
but which were only equal to a few hundredths of an inch in East Bengal. The changes 
of temperature were small and variable, It was generally increasing in Orissa and South- 
West Bengal, and decreasing in Behar and North Bengal. It was, however, distinctly 
below the normal in Orissa, South-West and East Bengal, and above the normal in Behar. 
Fairly s:rong south-westerly winds were blowing in Orissa. In other districts the wind 
directions were generally south-easterly and easterly, and winds were of full average 
strength. Humidity increased at most stations, the increase being rather marked in Behar. 
Oloud proportion was high, except at some stations in Behar and North Bengal. Rainfall 
was rather more general to-day, though the amounts reported wore usually small, ‘Kain 
had extended to most stations in South Behar, though in North Bengal and North Behar 
‘rainfall was rather scanty. Whe heaviest rain fell in Hast Bengal, where Cox’s Bazar 
received 370 inches, Perozepore 1°75 inches, Bhola 1:55 inches, Patuakhally 1°82 inches, 
and Noakhally 1°30 inches; Bagithat also recorded 2°38 inches, Hooghly- 1:47 inches, 
Semtaghur (Hazaribagh) 1°88 inches, and Rampore Haut 1°19 inches. 


Monday, 10th September.—Pressure continued to increase by small amounts over the 
whole Province. With this further increase, pressure was above the normal in East Bengal _ 
and North Behar, though in the western and southern districts it was still below the normal, - { 
In Orissa, South Behar, and Chutia Nagpur pressure was relatively low to the other — of ne 
the Province. The temperature changes were decidedly variable, even when neighbouring 
stations were considered. Temperature continued generally below the average in Hast and 
South-West Bengal, and in Orissa, but was above the normalin Behar. Winds had not 
changed much in direction during the past 24 hours, but velocities in most instances decreased 
slightly. Moderately strong south-easterly winds still continued to prevail over the greater . —— 
t of the reporting area. Humidity increased in South-West Bengal and in Orissa, but 
in North Bengal and Behar it was rather smaller. Cloud proportion was distinctly smaller in — 
Orissa and at some stations in North Behar, but elsewhere the changes werenot marked, | 
General rain, light to moderate in amount, again fell in all divisions, though a few stations uA 
) in Behar were rainless. Rain was comparatively heavy in Chutia Nagpur and at some a 
stations in South-West, East and North Bengal, but it was not so heavy as in the revious >. 
two days. ‘The following stations reported amounts in excess of one inch —Ch ebassa yy 
Hazaribagh, Kalimpong, Rampore Beauleah, Cox’s Bazar, Alipore and Diamond Hasboa, ; 


* Tuesday, 1\th September.—The changes of pressure were a little irregular, ———e 
amounts were small. ‘I'he barometer was on the whole falling, especially in South are. 
and Chutia Nagpur. These two areas still showed a low pressure in comparison with the” 
remaining districts, Pressure was, however, below the normal by si amounts in all 

& » districts, except in East Bengal and North Behar. Temperature had increased in © 

Orissa, but elsewhere the changes were not very marked. Temperature was below the normal 

in Orissa, Chutia Nagpur and in East and South-West gal, though it was above 

it in Behar. Winds became decidedly more southerly during the past 24 hours ~ 
in almost all districts. Wind velocities, however, were diminishing slightly, especially 
at the southern stations. Humidity decreased decidedly in Orissa, but in other distr 
the changes were small. ‘he amount of cloud was distinctly smaller in Orissa and at 
stations in South-West Bengal, while in Behar it appeared to be increasing. Rain 

less genera! to-day, and in most districts it was lighter than on the 10th. Very li 

showers only fell in Orissa, in South-West Beneai and in most districts of North ] 

and of Behar. though comparatively heavy rain fell in some districts of Chutia Nagp 



























ie Bengal and North Bengal. Thus Mahadebpore (Dina reported 2°38 inches, Rai 
1:80 iuches, Govindpore 1°62 inches, Chittagong 110 "inches Oox’s Bazar 1:1 inches 
; Darjeeling 1 01 inches. mlamheaicitck seh ans 


Wednesday, 12th Scptember.—Vhe changes of sure were again 
» though the amounts were Pressure pene pb fall ‘all in most 
and it was below the normal generally by small amounts. Behar and | 
showed a relatively low pressure, "Seetraratite: continued to incre 
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reporting stations, the excess temperature 





7 had very materially diminished, and light winds now prevailed over the Provinse, 





RS 
—. * Hami 
_ ~~ humidity increased. Cloud proportion, though nigh in South-West Bengal, was in other 
_ districts moderate only. Rain was now com er scarce in the southern divisions, while 
_. ~.it'was general and fairly heavy in North Bengal and in South Beliar, and in some parts 
* » ef Chutia Nagpur and East Bengal. Mymensing reported the largest amount of 2°76 inches, 
= while the following stations received amouuts in excess of one inch:—Nowadah, Gya, Pakoor, 
& ~ Darjeeling, and Bhowanigunge. ; 
Pompe: SS Rein was scanty in Orissa, South-West, East, and North Bengal, though in one 
or two instances stations in these divisions received heavy rain. Rainfall was, however, 
“fairly general in North and South Behar, and in Chutia Nagpur, and from many stations 
very heavy rain was reported. The following stations received more than three inches of 
rain, Buxar and Buxa; the following amounts between two and three inches, Godda, 
ram Arrareah, and Chandpore, and the following more than one inch, Mahudi Hills, 
— era Barrh, Jehanabad, Gya, Bhubooah, Tajpore, Fenny, Rampore Haut, and 





Thursday, 13th September,—Pressure commenced to increase at all stations. ‘The increase 
was largest in North Bengal and Behar, while it was comparatively small in Orissa and at 
most stations in South-West Bengal. Pressure was generally above the normal, exeept in 
Behar and at a few stations in South-West Bengal. ‘I’emperature again increased consider- 
ably in Orissa and in South-West and Mast Bengal. It was stationary in North Bengal and 
in Chutia Nagpur, and it fell at most stations in Behar. Temperature was generally above 
the average in all districts except in Behar. Winds continued rather irregular in most 
districts this morning. In Behar calms were reported from four stations, while at the other 
stations the wind directions were very variable, Wind velocities again became smaller at 
most stations, and very light winds prevailed everywhere, except at the sen-coast stations. 
Humidity decreased still further in South-West Bengal and Orissa, but it increased in” 
aye Cloud proportion was small in the southern districts, but had increased considerably 
in Behar. 

Most districts of South-West Bengal and Orissa continued practically rainless; in East 
ne. North Behar, and Chuta Nagpur a few light local showers are reported, while in 
South Behar and over the greater part of North Bengal rainfall was more general, and in 
many cases considerable amounts were reported. Bagdogra received 3.05 inches, Julpigori 
2°86 inches, Matabhanga 2:72 inches. Buxa 2°32 inches, Kandi (Moorshedabad) 2 21 inches, 
Monghyr 1°73 inches, Mickligunge 1°52 inches, Arrareuh 1:12 inches, and Pachamba 1 inch, 


Friday, \Ath September.—The changes of pressure were decidedly irregular, though small 
in most instances. Generally pressure was increasing at the eastern reporting stations, and 
decreasing at the western stations. Pressure was below the normal by small amounts at 
nearly all stations. Temperature increased rapidly in Orissa and in South-West Bengal, 
but in other districts the changes weie not so marked. Temperature was considerably above 
the averge by amounts varying from two to three degrees in South-West Bengal and Orissa, 
bat was distinctly below the normal in South Behar and Chutia Nagpur. Winds were again 

t rather more southerly. Wind velocities continued moderate in all districts, but in Behar 
_- they appeared again to be slightly increasing. Humidity continued high in Chutia Nagpur, 
Piteiea: Mahe and in North Bengal, but in Orissa and.South-West Bengal it was comparatively 
Me oe all for the season. The amount of cloud remained rather high in Chutia Nagpur and 
Behar, though in the southern divisions it was moderate onl y. 


*Mxrtéxovoarcan Orricr, BEncau, ALEXANDER PEDLER, F.C.s., 
The 15th September 1883. Offy. Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of Bengal, 
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averaging . a 
Vinds irregular, and northerly winds. and in some cases™ # « 
» reported from some of the stations in Behar. In the majority of cases wind + 


decreased in almost all districts except Behar, but in South Behar specially 
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, 197s IN| 
a" “* BENGAL FOR THE MONTH OF JULY 1883. Sea at 
Re: *. 1. “Phe returns frem the districts in Bengal disclose that during the month of July 
= 1883 there wore registered in them 91,145 deaths, representing an annual ratio per 1,000 
Fe . “St their population amounting to 66,162,926, Me 16-444 4 ae per 1,000 in the preceding Je] 
e mon 19°44 per 1,000 in the corresponding month o . a 
b> ' 2 “Thon fie bats returns it is seen that the highest casualty rates were returned from Ps 
Eh. the under-mentioned districts :—- * =a 
Bs 3 Rajshah 7 : 
utes ; von oe "52 ajs e 3 acs f 
ties Stuhabad wa  go08 | Poort is 1. 2362 bs 
Ba? Patna one +» 2808 | Bogra — os 22°80 
bes ; Julpaiguri “sy . 2496 | Burdwan oa we 20°62 
ah Darjiling oe eve B72 
8. <A review of the figures representing the mortality from the principal death-causes. 
ae denotes that, cholera caused the deaths of 1°56 per 1,000 of the population of the districts, 
) as opposed to 2 04 per 1,000 during the preceding month, indicating a diminution in the 
ravages of this scourge ; that fever removed 11:04 per 1,000 against 9°84 per 1,000, showing 
i a rise in mortality from this general cause of death ; and that small-pox, bowel-complaints, % 
injury and “ Other Causes” resulted in loss of life to the following extent :— 
. Small-pox a0 ‘ae tee ee = 12 against 12 
ee Howel somilitata eal ed ray ve 99 . nk “60 
Injury sve or te way 100 ‘ “48 
Other causes in is ue vee 2°04 » 168 = Atlee 
4, [Referring to the local distribution of the above-mentioned diseases, it is observed 
that their severest activity was displayed in the following districts :— 
’ Cholera. Small-pox. | Fever. 
. Ratio Ratio Ratio 
per mille, per mille, per wille, 
Gya w= 16°68 Poori a Rajshahye a. 2280 
Julpaiguri on (31°76 Chumparun we “72 Bogra o §20°04 
. Shahabad «. 10°80 | Murshidabad «= 48 | Gya Saab. Vo), 
y Darjiling ww. §=10°20 Burdwan «. 1620 » 
y Poori oe «= 4200-| Nuddea o =16°60 
ep Patna ws = 2°88 Shahabad ww. «15°48 
te Balasore «192, | Patna vs 15°00 3 
Haznribagh oo §=6.1°92 | : 
Cuttack oe «=. 80: | d 
pee Loharduggs we 166 | 
: * Rungpore x lida 
f Mozutlerpore w= «144 * : 
Midnapore Pe: “96 ; ; ie 
a ia 
Bowel-complaints, Other Causes. >. vial 
. ee yn A 
Darjiling Por we =-5'28 Poori Se eee O7R aa 
Bolasore ist .. 405 | Sarun ws8 ». 6°88 
Poori ass wo B24 Patna ve o «=§°76 
aah. Patna 4a vw» 812 Balasore was ve «4°68 disp 
a Cuttack Jae ve 4°82 Be 
ieee. - ie ae 


under review stands as follows :— 


According to Sex, According to Class. According lo Age, ee 
Katio : ' ’ ote 
ae atthe Py = ny 
Males... «+ 1836 | Christians  ,,, +» 18°20 | Under 1 year 
Females ... +» 14°64 | Hindus aby +» 17°28 | land under 6 years 
| Mahomedans s» 14858 | 5andunder lo”, , 


| Budhists ote +s 13°08 | lOand under 16) ,, tS 
Other classes ve «(15°96 * ae ui 





i 5. Distributed under the heads of Ser, Olass and Age, the mortality of the ‘month 
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SEPTEMBER 1883, 
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7 iste {his hs , 
cpp he birth and death returns of the first elass Municipalities in Bengal yield the follow 
ing results for the week ending Ist September 1883 :— 
aN a (1). ‘The ratios per mille of births and deaths for the period above referred to stand at— 
pone Bey births 23-0 and deaths 31'6,—the corresponding figures of the preceding week ending 25th 
| August being 24:7 and 32:8 respectively. 
| (2). The highest proportions of births and deaths were returned from— 


Births. Deaths. J 
ates. a ag < i 
- Darjiling ee ve, JOB le “ sa «= T5°R 
Nef Bhagulpore . 48° onghyr _.. «. 64:2 
Arra . F urdwan ‘ -. O84 
Chuprah " at Hughli Ms ve 843 
Patna a Ste Patna we . 3870 
BSantipore xy is Chuprah ie -. 9842 
Serampore F 3 Bhagulpore .. nee Bae 
Rampore Beauleah ee O15 
Suburbs of Caloutta se S10 
Santipore a -. 80:2 
Poori aa .. 800 
Darjiling -- 296 
Naraingunge .. -. 290 
(3). The following figures represent the rates of mortality from the principal diseases 
uniler record during the week under review, contrasted with similar information for the 
preceding week :— 





=e SA 3 
Petraes pals oe 
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shike 


SSS 
woke 


Ratio per mille during the a 
weeks ending— 1 


Int September. 20th August. 
Cholera we es «e ote 26 2°8 
8mall-pox és te ara “ie 03 2 
Fevers is es am . «149 16-0 
Bowel-complaints 3 i si 51 55 
Injury o- re ws ve 6 6 
Other causes... is a Ls 84 77 
indicating a diminution of fatal results from all the death-causes excopt from the un- 
specified diseases recorded under the head of “Other causes,” the monaliey from which is 
higher ; and from injury, the casualties from which exhibit no variation. 
(4). Of the diseases mentioned in the foregoing table, cholera, fever ‘and bowel- 
complaints ere reported to have been notably fatal in the following Municipalities :— 
Cholera. Fever. Bowel-compluints, j 
Ratio per Ratio per Ratio per | 
mille, mille. mille 7 
Monghyr .. 19:9 | Burdwan .. . 866 | Naraingunge ws 286 
2 “s 2 .. 89 | Monghyr -- 807] Gya lie eee bh) 
hee Chuprah .. 88 | Santipore +. 802 | Chuprah A n 
Gya .. 29-4 | Monghyr so §=6L 
Rampore Beauleah.. 28:9 : 
Chittagong dite EO 


Saabs 


‘Sniull-pox appears to have prevailed this week only in the Bhagulpore town, and that to a 
ge es small extent. : 
‘ el). Under the heads of Sex, Class and Age the casualties rates stand as follows :— 
- Aecording to Sew. According to Oluss. According to Age. 
ae ee tay ar" man 
ie. ales CO ti‘(<‘t (‘wt Christians oe GBS Under 1 year oe 851-4 rs 
Females .. 327 | Hindus -. 81 | landunder Syears .. 59% 4 
“ey : Muhomedans ,. 309 5bandunder 10 , .. 217 | 
IRC Unit A 4 Budhists + 648-4 10andunder15 , .. 158 ; ae 
ab ARs We Sa | 15 and under20 , .. 266 , a 
fi 20 and under 30 3, 6. 185 4 
rt 30 and under 40 ,, .. 196 
aes 40 and under 50 , .. 19% 
50 and under60 ,, .. 3889 
60 years and upwards .. 505 
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The mean temperature of the seven days “i oe 
The extreme variation of temperature during the seven days ,,, 
The maximum temperature during the seven days vee 


The mean relative humidity during the seven days 
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The total fall of rain from 9th to 15th September 1843 vee LO 
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The 17th September |885. O09. Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of India. 
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(2) STORES AND MATERIALS FOR IRRIGATION WORKS, 5 
SSS re et 
BUILDING MATERIALS, Mds, Re. Rs, a. P.| a. me 
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LOCAL TRAFFIC. 
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TOTAL NAVIGATION RECEIPTS. 







23,087 11 9 


6,600 7 noo 
9,086 12 41 21,888 7 7 


$4,002 8 3 | 110,708.12 7 






















and Rrakmapootra, for the month of August 1883. 
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a a ep aalatiaet HaeES IE S Tre ane 
showing Increases and Decreases in Tonnage of Staples carried over the line during the month 
of August 1583, as compared with the corresponding period of August 1882. 

















aa | 
This increase i due to larger quan of eon! Wing rer for the working of the mills,” oe 
* This eae “ie due to working of the rice-mills ut Canning this season. - . md 74 
Railway materials i ive one as “0 20 
This increase M due to materials required for the extension, 
Ss: ses a ies se 55 
‘This increase is due to works on the extension being pushed. on 
Deonease. 
Paddy aoe aes a oe ” aes aos _ 79 
This decrease is due to unfavourable market. : 
Firewood oe 562 y 
This decreare is due to wood wagons snob being available wuflciontly in consequence of stock condemned, 
3 Railway materials aos ee «we ove 90 . a 
This a is due to working on the extension coming to a close, ee 
This dasrenns in due to low rite in the market. rn ie ae “ - * 
Straw aes ow oe vee ous see oo oe 7 
This decrease is due to unfavourable market. . 
- Caleutta, the 17th September 1883. R. G, Mookenser, Manager. 
i nl ; e 
Nalhati State Railway. : 
Statement showing Increases and Decreases in tonnage of Staples carried over the line during the 
e month of August 1883, as compared with the corresponding period of midst 1882. 
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Approximate statement vw: me receipts of the East Indian Revewy: 
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BENGAL PROVINCIAL RAILWAYS. 
Weekly Statement of Traffic Receipts. 


toth July 1882, | 28th July 1885. 


Ra. a. PF, Re. a. P. 
me) hae ss Rae $$ | eee § 
4603 0 0 7,120 0 6 | 11La76 0 0 | 180.890 0 0 


1,154 0 0 1,459 0 0 41,009 0 0 48,915 0 0} 7, 
wm tai 0 0 | 707 0 @ 91,00 0 6 | 570440 0 0 


DARJEELING-HIMALAYAN RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 
Weekly Statement of Trafic Beesipus. 
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RESOLUTION ON THE ANNUAL REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF 
_ THE TRIBUTARY STATES OF ORISSA FOR THE YEAR 1882-83. 
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m0 nt inp nt question in- ‘connection with these Mehals, and their © ity 
n ce to the British Government, came under the consider. 
the “g8 7eck They have hitherto been regarded 
at ae which, owing to its backwardness, it was 
extend the ‘orce in other parts of the Saute. 
f Pune a Full ak decided, j 
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2. Inconsequence of the death e Maharajah of Mohurbhunj,— 
State, the largest in the Tribu Mehals, has been brought directly und 
Government management. The re tions of the deceased Maharajah were 
desirous of having the management of the State placed jointly in the hands of 
the two surviving brothers of the late Maharajah; but for various reasons it did — 
not appear to the Lieutenant-Governor that the arrangement would bea 
desirable one. The appointment was first offered to the Native Assistant 
Superintendent of the Tributary Mehals, and on his declining it, a European — 
officer has been appointed to be Manager, pase ak ea 
8. Banki haying been annexed to Cuttack from the 1st January 1882, — 
there was one State less under the Superintendent’s charge than during the ~_ 
preceding year. In the past year he had under direct management five States, — 
two of which—Angul and the Khondmals—are Government estates, and the ~~ 
other three—Baramba, Dhenkenal and Mohurbhunj—Ward estates; the re- 
maining 14 States were under the management of their respective Chiefs. 
subordinate to the Superintendent. ‘ | Sees 
4. Excluding the two Government estates, the annual tribute due from — | 
the remaining 17 is Rs. 33,249. During 1881-82 Rs. 10,167 was collected in» 
advance on account of the tribute for the past year, and during 1882-83 all the 
balance was collected, and Rs. 10,620 was paid in, in addition, on account of %, 
the tribute for the current year. : oe 
5. Excluding the figures for Keonjhur, which are evidently incorreet, .the 
statistics show that there was an average rainfall of 61:8 inches in the six 
Mehals for which this information is given. Owing to an ample rainfall in 
October and November, and the fine Weather in December and January, the 
rice crop was a good one, and the season was generally an extreniely prosper- 
ous one. As regards health, the year was not so favourable. Epidemies of 
cholera and small-pox broke out in various parts. ‘lhere was a Very severe 
epidemic of the latter disease in the Mohurbhunj State, which lasted three 
months and carried off the Maharajah of that State and his Rani, ‘ 
6. There was a slight decrease in the number of civil, revenue and © 
miscellaneous cases instituted in the Mehals during the past year as compared : 
with the year which pteceded it ; the number, however, was still large, being 
6.131 as compared with 6,367 in 1881-82 Of these, 3,924 cases, as com oat 
with 2,661 cases in the preceding year, belonged to Dhenkenal. Had not Banki _ 
been annexed to Gattack, the total for the Tributary Mchals would, no doubt, — * 
have exceeded that of the preceding year. Including 1,647 cases pending at _ 
the commencement of the year, there were in all 7,778 cases for. disposal © — 


vs 


‘during it. Of these, 181 were disposed of by the Superintendent, 464.by the 


Assistant Superintendent, and 6,006 by tehsildars and managers. The 
remuining 1,127 were pending at the close of the year. Civil cases tried by 
the Rajahs of the different States are not entered in the statement, asthe 
Superintendent is not supplied with statistics regarding them. Ai RI rt 
7. During the year 2,040 offenees were reported. Some of the cases 
were abandoned, and some were declared false, the number of true cases beit 
1,543. Including cases pending from the preceding year, the total number of 
cases which came before the criminal courts during the past year was’ 1,494, 
In connection with these cases, 2,585 persons were put upon their trial. © fs 
these, 1,074 were convicted, 1,186 were acquitted, 79 died, escaped or were 
transferred, and the cases against 246 were pending at the close of the y 
Of the persons who escaped, 46 escaped from the Mohurbhunj Jail about. 
yaar of the Maharajah’s death: As this was the time when the epidemic 
small-pox was raging in that State, the e were, no doubt, facilitate 
sacs in the dante of the guard: “haps had been a large incre 

the number of criminal cases goang the year 1881-82; the number 

during that year was 2,165, while the number of cases reported and 
trial during the past year only amounted to 1,484. ‘This deere 
factory, though it is in part attributable, no doubt; to the ex 
in which Mehal 349 eriminal cases occurred during 1881-82 
eh We results.chithe appeals, both civil and eri 
In civil and revenue eases there were 70 appeals; | 
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in 3 the appeals were rejected summarily, in 8 


sed for et | 1 ease the 


rsed; 9 cases were remanded and 12 were pending at the close of the 






edified in 1, and reversed in 5 cases; 1 appeal was rejected and only 
Ll awas pending at the end of the year. ; 
9 No orders have yet been passed on the representations made by .the 
_ Maharajahs of Moharbhunj and Keonjhur, during the year prscedion that under 
"report, regarding the rules on the subject of catching wild elephants, as the 
_ setflement of this question will depend on the ultimate decision which may be 
arrived at regarding the status of the Tributary Mehals. During tho past year 
accordingly several of the Chiefs took out licenses under the rules, and paid the 
- prescribed royalty on the animals caught, ’ 
10. Some progress has been made in the arrangements for introducing a 
fystem of forest conservancy into such parts of the Tributary Mehals as are 
under direct management. Mr. Davis, Deputy Conservator Of Forests, was 
engaged in examining and marking out the tracts in.Angul which are to be 
formed into forest reseryes. ‘lhe examination has shown that it is worth while 
to preserve the forests, and the Superintendent considers that the blocks 
selected are suitable for the purpose. ‘There is some difficulty about determin- 
ing the boundaries between Angul and the bordering States which will even- 
tually have to be removed. The Superintendent proposes to consider this 
question in connection with the resettlement of Angul, as the present settle- 
‘ments come to an end in 1887, and the Lieutenant-Governor will await the 
seperate report which the Superintendent promises to submit on the subject. 
Mr, Davis had not leisure to visit the Khondmal forests, and these, as well as 
the forests in Mohurbhunj and Dhenkenal, remain to be examined. It may be 
' possible to depute an officer from the Forest Department to undertake the work 
during the ensuing cold season. : 

_ 11. But little was done-during the year to improve the internal 
communications in the Mehals. A new road was, however, constructed 
in Dhenkeoal, and a portion of another road which runs through that 
State was also completed. The completion of the portion of this latter road 
which runs through Atgur has been delayed by the obstructiveness of the 
Rajah of that State, who objects to allow a road to run through his State 
which will benefit the Dhevkenal State, against which he has the alleged 

ievance that it, in the times of the Maharattas, absorbed a portion of Atgur. 
The Lieutenant-Governor is surprised at such meaningless opposition, especiall 
as the road must also benefit Atgur ; he trusts, however, that the scneasonde 
ence which the Superintendent states is going on hetween himself and the 
Rajah, and the interview which he was about to have with that Chief, may have 
the effect of convincing the latter of the shortsightedness of his policy, and may 

»  befollowed by the speedy construction of the road. The opening of the 
Kumarkhole Pass, in the Khondnals, during the year, will, it is stated, facilitate 

~ communication between the South and the Central Provinces. The Superin- 
endent notices the unsatisfactory state,of the two prircipal roads in the Mehals 

ich run from Cuttack to Sumbulpore; they are below flood-level, and are 

“not metalled or -bridged; they have no side drains and are impassable during 

the greater part of the rains. Bridging and metalling these roads would, no 

doubt, be yery costly; but something might be done towards raising them 

_ sufficiently to keep them open for traffic throughout the year, 

92. “There wasa v. satisfactory increase in the number of schools 

- during the past year. Excluding the figures for Banki, the number of schools 
$n171881-89 ab compared with 1,004 in 1882-53, the number of pupils 

11,878 and 12,576 in these years respectively. Middle English 
ry schoo! new egies to 4, and Rocaacaier pete a vor same 
to 83. pri ‘ schools increased from 46 to 52, and 

a ; a Sei os £0028, There is only one girls’ school in 

oy the Baptist. Mission at Ohhagan in Atgur. 

ot, | v his‘school, as girls read in some 
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js now in communication with Cuttack. ‘The Mohurbhunj line has been taken = 
up, and is now carried on at the expense of Government. The Chiefs are — 
required to contribute only to the cost of the post-oflice establishments and contin- 
gencies, as the offices are able to pay for the runners; and the monthly sum_ 
id by them has accordingly been reduced from Rs, 250 in 1880-81 and 
8. 159 in 1881-82 to Rs. 145 during the past year. =a hd 
14. During the year preceding that to which the report relates, the eol- 
lections in Angul did not amount to the demand. ‘The results, however, during ) 
the past year were much better. Not only was the whole demand on account 
of land revenue, which, including arrears, amounted to Rs. 36,072, realized, 
but Rs. 781 on account of the current year’s demand were also collected. The 
Superiutendent alludes to the report called for in the Resolution on the Report 
for 1881-82 on a changein the form of accounts in Angul. Some alteration 
was necessitated by the difficulty in preparing the statement of expenditure on 
account of payments being purtly made from the Cuttack ‘Treesury. The 
report has been under the consideration of Government, and siuce the close of 
the year achange in the form of accounts and the introduction of the sub-divi- 
sional treasury system into Angul has been sanctioned. The Lieutenant- 
Governor trusts that with these changes all difficulties will disappear. Life 
tenures, amounting in area to 80,073 acres, were at the last settlement granted 
to their holders either rent-free or at half rent. The death of some of the 
antees has rendered the re-assessment of their holdings necessary, and out 
of 22,126 acres, which have already been re-assessed, or have become liable 
to re-assessment, the holders of 14,000 acres have died within the last three 
ears. This materially increased the amount of work to be done ; and there 
tang at the end of the past year 34 cases relating to lands comprising 13,240 
acres to be disposed of, the Superintendent submitted a proposal for an increase 
of establishment which has since been sanctioned. In Angul are found the 
Pans, a class, as a rule, of habitual thieves and burglars. ‘the Pans, notwith- 
standing their habitually criminal propensities, furnish many of the village 
watchmen, as the Dosadhs do in Behar ; and in order to bring them under 
control, Mr. Kkavenshaw, when Superintendent, appointed a sirdar and ten 
beharas, to whom grants of land were made, and to whom he assigned the 
duty “ of inducing their brethren to settle down as peaceful subjects, and to-. 
aid and assist the police in the detection of crime.” Although occasionally 
suspicion attaches to some of the Pan beharas of receiving from thieves: a 
portion of the booty as the price of their silence, there does not appear to have 
been a single instance in which this offence has been brought home to any of 
these men, and the arrangements made by Mr. Ravenshaw are stated to have 
worked favourably on the whole, and to have been the means, not only ‘of 
reventing, but of detecting crime, which would otherwise never have ers 
ound out. Every effort is now being made to induce the Pans to settle down — 
as cultivators, and there “appears to be an increasing desire amongst them'to _ 
take to agriculture, and applications from them for the lease of waste landsare 
more numerous than before, and are freely granted.” The Lieutenant-Governor 
wishes that every encouragement should be given to this desire. The success 
of recent endeavours to induce the Mughya Domes in Chumparun to abandon 
their tormer predatory habits leads Mr. Rivers Lhompson to hope that a similar 
result may be obtained amongst the Pans. : wus.) ie 
15, Shortly before the commencement of the year, a serious rising 
among the Khonds of Kalahandi, a State in the Central Provinces adjoining — 
Boad, was reported to this Government, and the District Superintendent — 
of the Gurjhat Police was ordered tothe frontier, so as to be in res 
in the event of any attempt on the part of the Khonds of the Gurjhats, 
the Khondmals, to join those of Kalahandi. ‘The original cause. 
outbreak was shortly this:—The Rajah of Kalahandi, who had oppr 
endeavoured to break up the Khond clans, having died, a1 
was chosen to succeed him. A son previously te 
had been annulled, was a rival claimant, and on being st 
man of his faction, by persuading the Khonds that they s 
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“Mributary Mehal of Boad, to rise 







the property plundered frém some of the villages, and it was hoped 





the authorities of the Central Provinces into the claims of the Khonds, a 
more serious outbreak took place, in which the Khonds murdered a large 
number of Kultias. Mr. Sandilands, Assistant Superintendent of Police, 
Bengal, who, before the second outbreak, had been sent to the frontier with ad- 
-. tional men, crossed the frontier with a police force, entered Kalahandi, and 
_. > lent the authorities assistance in quelling the outbreak and arresting a number 
| * of the ringleaders in the murders which had been committed. He remained in 
'. Kalahandi till July, when the necessary arrangements having been completed 


by the authorities in the Central Provinces, his presence was no longer r 

- and he and the police were withdrawn, No attempt was made by the Khonds 
ai ‘within the frontier to join the insurgents in Kalahandi. 

nee tea ~ The minor Chief of Dhenkenal was, during the past year, a resident 
\ of Cuttack, at which town he is being educated in the Ravenshaw College, his 


as ) 


private tuition being in the hands of Baboo Piari Mohun Sen, Deputy Inspec- 
ea of Schools, of whose services the Superintendent speaks highly. Mr. Smith 
thinks, however, that the Chief is attaining a position in which it is desirable to 
obtain the services of amore qnalified tutor, and he has recently submitted 

" for the appointment of a European tutor to supervise the education of 
this Chief, as well as that of the minor Chief of Mohurbhunj. The Lieutenant- 
‘Governor has not, however, considered it necessary at present to appoint such 
an officer. ‘The total demands on account of Jand revenue and other demands 
iu the Dhenkenal State was Rs. 2,11,000, Of this amount, excluding Rs. 2,020 
collected in advance, Rs. 2,02,683 was collected and Rs, 1,435 remitted, the 

_ balance at the close of the year being Rs. 6,882. The smallness of the balance 
uncollected at the close of the year refiects credit on the management. ‘lhere 
were 64 prisoners in the Dhenkenal Jail at the commencement of the year, 
‘and during it 1°8 were admitted and 162 were released, 40 remaining in con- 
finement at its close. The total expenditure on the jail was Rs. 2,227. he 
State will remain under direct management for only three years longer, as, on 


the expiration of that period, the minor Chief will attain his majority. It is to - 


be hoped that, when he assumes the administration of his State, he will adopt 

ey the same enlightened policy as his father—a policy which, continued as it has 

been since his death, hasmude Dhenkenal the most advanced of all the Tri- 
~butary Mehals. 

17. Satisfactory progress has been made in the new settlement in 

. - Baramba ; the measurements have been completed and the work of assessment 

} is now going on. In consequence of the state of affairs in Duspulla, and the 

| ' ‘want of cordial relations between the Chief of that State and his Dewan, the 

Dewar of Baramba was transferred to that State, his place being taken by the 

Dewan of Duspulla. The Lieutenant-Governor trusts that the Mcsgetsia may 

© aah geveggamatl The total demand for the year was Rs. 28,773; of this 

8. 18,109 were collected and Rs. 384 wore remitted, leaving an outstanding 

ce of Rs. 10,280. The largeness of this amount is, the Superintendent 

‘due to the fact that the State accounts had not been properly kept, and 

people had not been accustomed to pay with regularity, and hence some 

> to be shown to them, © There is much room for improvement 

that not only have all the old debts which existed when 

irect management been paid off, but Rs. 5,000, or half of 

which was borrowed at a moderate rate of interest for 


Mohurbhunj during the year from 
jost every member of his family was 
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ig om ig oe | ee 
-and plundered a number of villages, but subsequently were induce 
at matters would settle down. While, however, enquiries were being made by ; 


recov with the exception of the 
; are small 
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“Rs. 5,000 to the Balasore Pilgrim 


~ ‘been an improvement in the administration; the Rajah took more interestin ~ 


‘being disposed of Bn ie it is necessa 


5 
ty 


ve be da rent-roll prepared. The Superintendent remar! 
-»“Toannot close this short review of the Mohurbhunj State without : 
sincere regret at the untimely death of Maharajah Keri Chunder Bhunj Deo. _ 
building roads and founding schools, he did much to improve his State. — ) 

donation of Ks, 20.000 for the tuation of the Ravenshaw pallens: his d mn of 
ospital. and his liberal gifts for scholarships, will cause — 


his memory to be held in respect throughout the Province ” pies 
In these remarks the Lieutenant-Governor entirely concurs. The Maha. 
Snort ‘was a liberal and enlightened Chief, and his death is mach tobe’ 
ored. Ces Ne 
ary The Lieutenant-Governor has perused with great satisfaction the ~ el 
remarks made by the Superintendeut on the administration of the Atmullick 
State. This is one of the poorest and most sparsely populated of the Tributary 
Mehals; but notwithstanding the smallness of the means at his disposal, the 
Rajah manages to carry on the administration of it successfully. He is = 
described as being active, intelligent and industrious; and as he personally = 
supervises every department, his people are happy and contented. Co isgeriaig gat | 
how small his income is, it is no slight praise that the Superintendent ast 
when he speaks of the Rajah as one of the best in the Tributary Mehals, 
Mr. Rivers Thompson desires that an expression of his great satisfaction may == 
be conveyed to the Rajah at his maintaming the high character as an adminis- 
trator which he has all along borne ine 
20, The unsatisfactory state of affairs in the Mehal of Boad was noticed 
in the Report for 1881-82, In the Resolution on that Report, the Lieutenant- 
Governor hoped that the Chief had, by the time the remarks were recorded, © 
acted upon the Superintendent’s advice and appointed an efficient Dewan in — 
place of the officer who was holding that appointment when the report was 
written. It now appears that he had not déne so. He subsequently, loweriie as | 
applied to the Superintendent for a Dewan, and a suitable officer hasbeen 
nominated, Now that all possible compunctions on the part of the Rajah to 
the appointment of a new man have been removed hy the death of theold  _- 
Dewan, the Lieutenant-Governor trusts that the Chief will accept the Superin- _ ‘9 
tendent’s nomination and appoint the officer whom he has suggested. Itis = 
satisfactory to learn that, although a new Dewan was not appointed, there has 


| 
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the work ; there were fewer complaints against the administration; and work Or 
was disposed of with less delay. The Lieutenant-Goyernor trusts that the  ~ 
improvement may continue, and that the Rajah will also gradually pay offthe = 
debts in which he is still involved. ts avis emt 

21. The change of managers in Duspulla has already been alluded to; 
since the interchange of managers the administration in this State has worked 
smoothly. The Rajah is still involved in debt to the amount of aboye 
Rs. 11,000. The Superintendent states, however, that he bas agreed to set — 
aside the income from a part of the killah, amounting to Rs, 2,542 per annum, 



























for the purpose of clearing himself; and if this arrangement is persevered in, 
and no fresh depts are contracted, the State should be free from encumbrances. 
in less than five years. ; _ 
Out of a demand of Rs. 24,119 in Hindole, Rs. 22,935 were col 
during the year, only the small balance of Rs. 184 being unrealized at 
close. This speaks well for the management, when it is found at the sam 
time that the people appear to be contented, and that complaints are much 
frequent than formerly, The Kajah, though said to be well di » 181 
well educated, and much advantage has been gained from the assistance © 
advice of his sheristadar, who is, it is stated, a man of. probity, a 
apparently, judging from results, a good man of business. wast 
23. The report sencerying Keonjhur is again most satisfacto: 
Lieutenant-Governor learns with much pleasure that the Maharajal 
nues to administer his State ina just and liberal manner. The 
exist between him and his people are all that could be desired. 
minal and civil cases are heard by the Maharajah p 


Ye 


they are finally disposed o 
the Maharajah botween Ke 
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ajah the desirabili ng over the line to ner rial 

sDepartinent, paying wd deficit till the line can pay itself, or of makin, 

arto be included in the Gurjhat post. The Lieutenant-Governor wi 

urther report on the subject after the Superintendent has received i 
from the Maharajah. The Maharajah should not postpone bis intention *M 
establishing a dispensary, ‘Ihe value of such an institution would be great. y 
24. The report regarding the state of affairs in Nilgiri is far from a 
‘satisfactory. It is stated that the Rajah, though intelligent, is an unscrupulous os 
. oe landlord, and hence complaints of oppression are by no means of 
_ rare occurrence. The services of Baboo Bholanath Das, a Sub-Inspector of 4 
» Schools, have recently been lent to the Rajah. His services as Dewan 

_. will, it may be hoped, tend to the establishment of a more effective 
_ administration, and of a more cordial relationship between the Rajah and 
his people. A disturbance has recently arisen in the State, owing to the 
' Rajah hades adopted a son of the late Chief of Mohurbhunj, to the 
_ exelusion of a son of his own brother, whom he, it is alleged, had previously 
i idopted. The necessary orders regarding the course to be adopted for the 
Mi Goleta of tranqnillity have been issued by the Superintendent to the 
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a tor of Puoree as ex-officio Assistant Superintendent of the Tributary 
- Mehals. The Lieutenant-Governor will await a further report regarding these , 


_. . disturbances; he will also be glad to know whether there is any improvement | 
in disposing of cases without the delay which the Superintendent thinks has *<¢ 
hitherto vz place in the administration of justice. i 
2th 25. The report is very full of information, and the thanks of Government ‘s " 
are due to Mr. Smith for the care and completeness with which it has been | 
Saperes. The Assistant Superintendent, Baboo Nunda Kishore Das, who, “4 
during the year, was offered, but declined, the managership of the Mohurbhunj ] 


State, has continued to maintain his former high character, and the Lieutenant- 
Governor has perused with satisfaction the Superintendent’s remarks in para- ‘ 
Sa eae to 470 of his repert, on the other officers employed under himin "| 
the administration of the Tributary Mehals. . ena: 
_. Oxpenr.-~-Ordered that a copy of the above Resolution be forwarded to the 
tendent of the Tributary States of Orissa for information and guidance. ee 

_ Ordered also that a copy of the Report, pone with a copy of the 


ution, be forwarded to the Government of India in the Foreign Depart- ~ ai 
, t, for information. « a 
Rony ‘Ordered also that a copy of the remarks rding the conduct of the re 
officers engaged in the administration of the States during the year be forward- 
aoe he P 


intment Department of this Office for information. 
also that.a copy of the Resolution be published in the Calcutta - 








By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, ty 
F. B. PEAOOCK, , 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
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Darjeeling, the 20th September 1883, 
RESOLUTION. 


Read also— 
The Report for the year 1881-82, and the Resolution recorded upon it. 


The Acts under which the stamp revenue of pas was levied » 
in 1881-82, the Indian Stamp Act I of 1879 the Court Fees Act 
of 1870, “No ctr bot th introduced into either of these during 
but the,rales under both the Acts were modified in certain important, 
and effect has been given in several particulars to the wishes 
mercantile community and the general public. The year under 
witnessed the introduction of a new arrangement for imp 
coloured a pe! vot anna duty, the ge ste Ign of a i 
important ocuments, inclu promissory notes payable on deman ct 
notes, delivery orders, shipping eidars,p proxies, receipts, cheques, and ae 
documents requiring a duty of one anna. The new scheme has. 
y popular with tho pul ) public of Calcutta, — it is in force, and the e 
ment “aad machinery originally ag eae a for th if 
to the demands upon Y 
the months of January and February 1883, “ less than 157,055 
Ee real erect pee trbc 
enormous 900 in a ents have been 
“ne the Collector to keep pace with the demands of the public, pt tee 
pieiraate of the die now in use, concerning which complaints 
Gen voce e proposal to which Sadves jue ur ttasier eee 
recorded last , for introducing the Madras 
labels by a co oured dat® im ree was ke um : 
review, anda scheme has emf ge se agh fi 
Stars emma dd seabed the Galt =a 
esive x re e eector un the 
- of the Stamp Act. This plan has not been fully ex 
to be considered, it must be separa sibmnitted. ‘eek, no 
be made during the currency of the contract with Wits Do ke 
Co., which will only expire with the close of 1891, 
2. Various changes and improvements in minor — of deta 
also introduced in the working of the Department 
review. “The Head Assistant to the Collector of Stamp Keren, Oillent 
been empowered to perform the duty, hitherto imposed u the 
himself, of initialing and countersigning documents 
Rule 10 of the Stamp Kules. Provision has been ee 
pressed sheets bearing the word “hundi” of notes dra 
’ Gn British India and chargeable with a duty of six; ten, or rss cg u 
rule which relates to the use of foreign bill n Ser megene ey. 
pee rm te bills-of-exchan i and “prom ‘ 
ie titdis bons foun tae duty 0 
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1 important change was introduced by Government order No, 1733 
oat 1882, by which foreign bills-of-lading, i.c. bill of lading « 
ted out of British India and relating to property to be delivered in Briti 
India, were eet from payment of stamp duty. This modification in the 
| ___ Jaw has occasioned a considerable falling off in the stamp revenue under the 
' “head of impressed labels, but has afforded a large measure of relief to foreign 
~~ ship opice and extracts from a marriage and burial registers 
have also, in certain cases, been exempted from stamp duty. 


' __. 4. In addition to those mentioned above, certain other proposals for modi- 
fications in the rules under the stamp laws engaged the attention of the Govern- 
ment during the year. Among these was the proposal made by the Famine 
Commissioners to reduce the rates of stamp duty on awards by arbitrators. An 

i examination of the records of the civil and revenue courts, however, showed 

‘that the higher rates levied under the Stamp Act I of 1879 on these awards, 

a ~- when the property involved was of higher value than Rs. 100, have had no 

parent effect in discouraging recourse to arbitration. Arbitration is uot popular 

F £ #2 Bengal, and there are no signs that it is likely to become so. The Lieutenant- 

‘ ‘Governor accordingly declined to recommend any change in the law in this 

respect. Another proposal, which originally emanated from the Government 

_. of the Punjab, had for its object the reduction of the rates of duty leviable in 
+ eases of partition of revenue-paying estates. On enquiry by the Board of 
: Revenue, it was found that so far were such partitions from being discouraged 

* by the present state of the law, that it had been found necessary to consider 
whether specific restrictions should not be imposed on the right to demand 
partition, where the Government revenue on the whole estate was below a 

certain amount. The particular measures also which the Punjab Revenue 

- authorities proposed to adopt had reference only to temporarily-settled 

provinces, and were re Lager ges to Bengal. The Government of India 

were informed accordingly. A suggestion was made to Government by the 
Board of Revenue, and gs independently by the District Judge of Sarun, 
that the opportunity of amending the Court Fees Act should be taken to 
render stamps necessary on written statements filed by defendants in civil suits 
under section 110 of the Code of Civil Procedure. It appeared that, on the 
strength of a ruling of the Bombay High Court, the practice which had 
formerly prevailed of stamping such statements was being discontinued, and 
danger was apprehended to the revenue from judicial stamps. The Lieutenant- 
Governor, however, was of opinion that the provisions of the law, which 
permitted the filing of such documents on plain paper, were intentional, and 
were based on the analogy of those clauses which allowed a defendant to make 
a verbal defence instead of filing a written statement. Mr. Rivers Thompson 
considered it undesirable to increase the cost of litigation in this direction, and 
he therefore declined to submit any proposals for a change in the law to the 
Government of India, 


5. A raling has been given, based on an opinion expressed by the 
Adyocate-General, who was consulted for the purpose, to the effect that a power- 

.  of-attorney executed jointly by a number of ns, which empowers the agent 
to perform on behalf of the executants certain acts in respect of which their 


_ 


interests are separate and distinct, is an instrument comprising or relating to 

© -seyeral distinct matters under section 7 of the Indian Stamp Act, and requires 
as many stamps as there are separate and distinct powers given under it. 
es aga of considerable importance from a revenue point of view, and 
"is clearly in accordance with equity. On the application of Messrs. Rein- 
hold and Oo., a relaxation has been permitted of the rule as to the 
allowance for stamps used for a bill-of-exchange, &e., which has been spoiled or 

@ useless. Previously. it had been necessary to produce before the 
nother ec or duly stamped bill-of-exchange identical with the 
cular, except in the correction of the error or omission 
en spoiled or rendered useless. Under the new. rule, 
rth be sufficient to satisfy the Collector by evidence 


ige has. ed in each vided 
al is made within a “a ping a She 
spect of which the renewal of the stamp is required. 
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The gross revenue collected under the two Acts, I of 1970 and VIT of 1870, “ 
La during the year under review, was Rs. a against Rs, .1,20,23,922 im 


the vious year, giving an increase of Ks, 1,89,588. The inerease ae 
‘ccalnnbaten both classes of steante-< 36,631 by general stamps, na =a 
Rs. 1,52,957 by court-fee stamps. In both cases the receipts exceeded those of ~ 
oy any previous year. ‘The decrease in charges shown in the figures giyen | 
: the is only nominal, as the charges on account of stamp paper od 
from the central stores has still to be adjusted, This charge amountedto = 
Rs. 1,36,294 in 1880-81, and to Rs. 1,52,959 im 1881-82, and it is not probable | 
that the final figures will show any reduction at all, ‘lhe Comptroller-General - a 
will be asked to arrange that the amount to be debited on account of stamip © 
per supplied from the central stores may in future be communicated intime = 
fot incorporation in the Board’s report. : ma 
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Pome oot The Ape; table shows the gross collections during the past two 
re years from the sales of the different descriptions of stamps under Pager ma 

~ of judicial and non-judicial respectively :— 7 pee 
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- There was an increase in 
cent. ; Hoc ghly, bo 45,529, or 17°5 
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fe ensingh, Dacca, and the 24-Pergunnahs, as in former years, come next 

tta, each with a revenue exceeding five lakhs. Ten districts yielded 
_ more than "two lakhs, and ten more than one lakh each. In 12 districts the 
Pe fell below a lakh of tia the lowest on the list, as in former ex yee, 


Singbhoom. The incidence of the stamp revenue outside 
re amounts to Rs. 4°17 per head of the population, is everywhere small, 
Seater Re. :01 per head in Singbhoom to Re. ‘8 in the 24- -Pergunnahs, 
y, and Noakholly.. The general incidence is ony 2 annas 11 pies per 
Bs the rate of Rs 18-3-8 S eee of oe population. 
Of non-judicial poy cigrer § the most important description is 
sheets, which yield more ae two-thirds of the total revenue 
‘pre under the Indian Stamp Act. ‘The gross receipts under this head 
during 1882-83 amounted to 22,64,088, against Rs. 22,038,233 in 
ce year. ‘The increase amounted to Rs. 60,855, or 27 per cent. 
881-82 there had been a decrease of Rs. 71,849, and "the improvement dur ihe 
year under review has not Bis brought the revenue up to that tgs 
in 1606-81, the first year during which the present Act was in force, 
is eis nal compared with the total amount of the receipts, and the Board 
er that ge can be attributed to any single pr ominating cause. 
j Vance obit causes pore ae in different districts have produced fluctuations of a 
local character, the general tendency being upwards. There was an 
increase in 26 districts, and ‘a decrease in 18. ‘Ihe increase wits absolutely 
ja considerable in Chumparun (Rs. 17,558), Mozutferpore (Rs. 15,685), Sarun 
10,167), and R re (Rs, 9, ,658), and cig Chump 
age cent.), jen om) 48 per cent.), Mozuffe ‘8 per cent.), an 
three districts only did the decrease exceed 
Rs, 3000. Mig ee er with a fall of “Rs. 28,916, or 17 4 per cent., 














00. i Ra 14,578, or 19 per en mg Dacca, with Rs. 13,477, or 
cent. ‘The decrease in Jessore, v is shared in a less degree by 
: ,is more than — “Qe socsipts of ‘Khulnn The 
omer in Chumparun is due to ‘a large number of 8-dnna 


f of the Motihari, "Fark, snd Rajpore factories 
' obey’ ebm ns tf B the Yendipts were 
t e of some stamps of high values. In the previous year 
é ‘been reported from Sarun, which was very impe Tssig 
district has now recovered from the duitedion of 1881-8 
_is ascribed to. ci ‘ovement in business, especiall 

ae ‘number of mo: of | oun 
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_ Give reveipts to talukdars and other tenure-holders, | 





extensively as to roduce an appréciable effect on the stamp c 


ct. cacti ati ice “Sth ae 
9. ‘The decrease in Calcutta is attributed by thé Collector : 
of the Government of India, referred to in paragraph 2 above, by which the — 
use of adhesive labels was permitted for all transfers of shares, whethermadeby —__ 
endorsement or otherwise. The loss is said to be only apparent, and tohave 
been more than compensated for by a corresponding increase under the head 
of “adhesive share transfer stamps.” In Dacca, it is explained that the | 
receipts in 1881-82 were abnormally high, owing to the existence of disputes —__ 
among the families of two large landholders, which necessitated the drawi 
up of documents requiring stamps of high values. he absence of any 
cause in the year under review reduced the stamp feceipts to their normal 
level. In Nuddea, where there has been a decrease for three years in succes- 
sion, the fall is attributed partly to the low prevailing prices of agricultural ~ 
produce consequent on a continued recurrence of good harvests, and partly to” 
the stagnation of business of all kinds due to the wide prevalence of epidemic — 
fever. The Commissioner of Orissa is of opinion that the explanation of the — 
decrease in Cuttack is to be found in the fact that the import trade, which is 
mostly carried on with borrowed capital, is in a languishing condition. 
According to the Customs returns, the value of the imports has fallen from 
Ks, 8,47,160 to Ks. 1,73,961, and these figures certainly seem to bear out the 
Commissioner’s opinion. The fluctuations in the other districts were nowhere 
considerable in themselves, and were due to local and accidental causes which 
are of no general interest. Po 
10. The receipts from impressed labels fell during 1882-88 from ~~ 
Rs. 7,05,909 to Ks. 6,837,109, or by Ks. 68,800. ‘he causes of decrease 
assigned by the Collector of Calcutta, where alone this kind of stamps is in 
use, are (1) the unusually large receipts in the preceding year; (2) the | 
exemption of foreign bills-of-lading from stamp duty; and (3) the reduced . 4 
4 










duty which, in consequence of ah opinion expressed by the Advoca eral, 
is now levied on conveyances of tea estates formed on leasehold lands. ‘The 
falling off occasioned by the last-named cause, which only operated from the 
17th to the 31st M 1883, amounted to upwards of Ks. 30,000, and the 
Board have recommended an amendment of the law, The matter ‘will receive 
the attention of Government. eS 
11. From 1878-79 to 1881-82, inclusive, there was a steady increase of 
revenue from one-anna revenue stamps, commonly known as receipt stamps; 
but in the year under review there has been an apparent decrease of Rs. 82,500, 
or 15-4 per cent., the realizations being Rs. 1,77,940 i Rs, 2,10;440 in 
ae perce year. ee decrease — aren ste gph era \“ 
azaribagh, Bogra, Jessore, Rungpore, Patna, a, Bhagulpore, wan, - 
Darjeeling, and Lohardug By far the grachar’ walk, eae occurred in 
Caleutta, where it amounted to Ks. 37,882. In only two other districts did it - 4 
exceed Rs. 500, It is ecpleines that the falling off in Calcutta is for the most 
part only nominal, the place of the adhesive receipt stamps being taken by 
the impressed one-anna duty referred to in paragraph 1 above. A sum of 
Rs. 35,578 must be set-off on this account against the diminished ee 
receipts, and if this be done, there will be a real increase of Rs. oth or 4 
per cent. on the whole. The Board “ are not satisfied with the results obtained — 
under this head, as the instructions issued from time to time to the local — 
officers on this subject, and the steps taken by the Board to acquaint the public 
with the 1 ome of the law requiring the use of one-anna receipt mps 
and to afford greater facilities for obtaining them, have not been Pree, e: 
with the increase that might have been ex 4 i 
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af 
pected.” There can be little doubt 
that the law is still systematically evaded in the mofussil ; and the practice 
to be common to nearly all the districts in Eastern Bengal. The Com 
of Dacca, in whose division the receipts are out of proportion ‘ 
prosperity of the people, observes: ‘I believe these: 
mahajans) systemats evade the law. A stamp is put ot 
document is to be used in court. There is a tacit. ag 
traders and bankers not to use stamped receipts. Zemi 
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8 re inadequate rey 
», and the in which the remedy is to be 
ch have been drawn up by the Collector of the 24-Pe 
fidance of his subordinates appear to be i and peg | 
Lieutenant-Governor will be glad if the Board will consider th 
ity of issuing instructions of a similar kind for the guidance of all 
trict officers. ‘The suggestion of the Commissioner to create a detective 
ablishment under the direction of a Sub-Deputy Collector, or even of 
. special Deputy Collector, .to overhaul and examine the books of all 
nercantile firms and traders, does not commend itself to the Lieutenant- 
_ Governor. The proceedings would be inquisitorial, and the evils to be remedied 
are less than would result from the exercise of such powers by a subordinate 
ecient, ‘The proposal to stopt unified stamp for both postal and 





















mue purposes, and to allow two 
iy of one-anna, to which reference was made last year, is still under the 
~~ “eonsideration of the Government of India. Since the close of the year under 
a review, however, arrangements haye been made for the sale of receipt stamps 
p at all post-offices in the interior, on commission, by sub and branch post- 
masters, and it is hoped that the increased facilities thus afforded to the public 
' for obtaining them will do much to reduce the temptation to defraud the 
ie iede’ enue, 
fe nai The other descriptions of non-judicial stamps are of relatively minor 
mere Under foreign bill stamps there was an increase of Rs. 1,540, and 
under “advocate, vakeel, and attorney stamps” of Rs. 3,025. The sales of 
~~ share-transfer stamps increased from Ks. 5,170 to Rs. 44,672, or by 765 per 
cent. This was, as already mentioned, due to the orders of the Government 
of India by which the use of this description of stamps was extended to 
transfers of shares of all public companies and associations. Notarial stamps, 
the use of which was extended to 13 districts where they had not hitherto 
om employed, yielded a revenue of Rs. 2,534, being Rs. 1,834 in excees of 
hat of the previous year. The sale proceeds of hundi stamps amounted to 
Res. 98,219 against Rs. 92,015 in the previous year. The Board, consider that 
the increase has been obtained under this head, though small, is satisfac- 
tory. It is anticipated that, while the money-order system will increase in 
opularity for the transmission of small sums, hundis will continue to be used for 
- larger transactions, more especially by those who seck the advantage of paying 
__ the money after a fixed date. 
~ . 18. The sales of the four kinds of judicial stamps during the last two 
~ years are shown in the following table :— 
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_15. The number of prosecutions for infringement of the pro 

















. Rs. ; 1 } LOO; y ‘, ) , it et 85,585 - ind ¥ 
Rs. 34001 The greater part 630219 ae Tec 


where it was as high as Rs. 2,15,907, or 20°8 cen lle 
able to account pudetely for this large falling off, but he consider 
that the probable causes are the non-payment of anh of probate d 
such as occurred in 1881-82, the transfer from the High Court tothe & 
Cause Court of cases of the values ranging from Rs. 1,000 to Rs. 2,000, andthe 
decline in the number of suits instituted in the latter court consequent on the 
introduction of the new ure. There was a large nominal decrease in 
Jessore of Rs. 66,804, due to the transfer of two sub-divisions to Khulna, In 
Patna also there was a decrease of Ks. 27,540, of which no special exp 0 

has been given. ; 

14. The following statement shows the number of cases in whi 

deficient stamp duty and popely were levied during each of the past five ye 

by civil and revenue courts, with the amount realised in each case :—— pe oiiers 
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Increase in 1882-83, as compared 444 
with 1881-82, Be 
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The Lieutenant-Governor is glad to observe that the observations made in the — 
Resolution recorded last year on this subject appear to have resulted in greater 
attention being paid both by Revenue and Judicial Officers to the duty of 
enforcing compliance with the stamp laws. In most of the divisions the _ 
results, both in the civil and revenue courts, were decidedly in advance of - 
those of previous years. The total amount of duty and penalty realized 
during the 3 ear was, it is true, less than that realized in 1881-82 b its. 11,864, 
but this is due chiefly to the extraordinarily heavy penalty and duty levied in. Bd 
one case in the beta district during the previous year. In the Patna, — 


* 


Rajshahye, and Chittagong Divisions, however, sufficient attention“does not 
seem to be paid to the subject, although in Pubna and Julpigoree there — 


ty 


was some improvement over the figures for the previous year. In* Tipperah — 
and Noakholly the apparent negligence of the civil courts is in strong Ki 










contrast to the high degree of success obtained by the revenue officers. 
Chittagong the number of cases in which a and penalty were realized by — 
revenue courts fell from 366 to 141, and of this no explanation has been given ‘ 
by the Collector. The falling off of 128 cases in the 24-Pergunnahs was due 
to the dact that in 1881-82 a es number of loan transactions recorded. in. , 
khatta-book of a money-lender which bore no stamp were discovered by 
Joint-Magistrate of the district, and subsequently Sepa: ~The | 
Registrars of Soopool aad Muddehpura, in the district of Bhagulpore, it is 
did not impound a single document during the year under review ; and 
Board have properly brought the matter to the notice of the Inspector-G 







Indian Stamp Act amounted to only 625 against 
774 persons were brought , 


mies on 







3 oer man ifested i m ia ‘idee 

he ee. Balasore, Furreedpore, Tipperah, Patna, 
re Purneah, and Maldah, while vourable results were 
; hoom, Nuddea, Jessore, Manbhoom, Shahabad, Dacca, Chit- 
ing, cant, and Chumparun. The submitted b the Board for the 
laste wiiinigtevial llores of rewards or bringing to light cases in which 
_ documents had not been stamped in accordance with the law was not i a gpa 

; » Government of India. Departmental rules to enforce this duty 

sec officers of civil and revenue courts are now under the oonidees. 


16. ‘The thanks of the Lioutenant-Governor are due to the Board for 
emiceaetal administration of the Stamp dite monte ‘throughout the year. 
_ The names of the officers who have been specially mentioned us deserving of 
_ eredit for their work in this Department will be Serna ar to the Appoint- 
ment Department of this Government. 

‘Oupre.—Ordered that a copy of the above Resolution, with a copy of the 
= Peres be submitted to the Government of India, in the Department of 

Commerce, for information. 


agar also that a copy of the Resolution be forwarded to the Board of 
* "Revetrae for information, 
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\alites By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
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‘ood COLMAN MACAULAY, 
een 2 Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
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» Nowgong sub-division was absent from his head-quarters for 56 days only ; 





RESOLUTION ON THE 
-RAJSHAHYE AND COOCH BEHAR DIVISION FOR THE 


wr YEAR 1882-83. : Soo pekesr cs 
* GENERAL DEPARTMENT—MISCELLANEOUS. rs 
Calcutta, the 22nd September 1883. 
RESOLUTION. 
Reap— 


The General Administration Report of the Commissioner of the Rajshahye and Cooch 
Behar Division for the year 1882-83, 


The report under consideration has been submitted with punctuali 
by Lord Ulick Browne, who, with the exception of a short period in the co 
season, during which Mr. Metcalfe officiated for him, held charge of the 
Rajshahye and Cooch Behar Division throughout the year. The Commissioner 
brings to notice the —— state in which the report of the Collector of 
Rungpore was furnished to him, whole sections being in some instances omitted. 
Punctuality cannot be accepted as an excuse for incompleteness, and no credit 
attaches to the early despatch of an imperfect report. 

2. Tours.—The tours made by the Commissioner and by all district 
officers subordinate to him were of sufficient length, and the time spent on 
tour appears to have been well employed. It is to be regretted that, with the 
exception of Mr. Hare, who spent over a month in the interior of the Rajshahye 
district, and of the Joint-Magistrate of Darjeeling, the circumstances of which 
district are to some extent exceptional, none of the Joint-Magistrates employed 
at head-quarter stations were enabled to see anything of the interior of their 
districts. The Lieutenant-Governor is aware that difficulty is found in_ 
arranging for the tours of Joint-Magistrates ; districts cannot well be left with- 
out a covenanted officer at head-quarters, and it is generally inexpedient to 


curtail the tours of district officers in order that their assistants may travel in | 


the interior. It is believed, however, that something more could be done 
then is done at present. The object of Joint-Magistrates’ tours is the acquisi- 
tion of mofussil experience by those officers, and a more complete inspection of 
districts than is possible if the whole duty of inspection falls on one officer. 
It ‘too often happens that the portions of districts lying nearest to head- 


quarters, i.e. the sudder sub-divisions, at present receive least inspection, and 


GENFRAL ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF THE 


it is in these portions, which, for the purpose of experience, are as valuable 


as moro remote regions, that Joint-Magistrates on tour could apparently be 
best employed. The distances to be travelled are seldom long, and would 
rarely necessitate a protracted absence. Arrangements should e ‘made for 
Joint-Magistrates to inspect sudder sub-divisions, and if such inspections 
cannot be made in the cold weather months, they should be spread over 
the seasons of the year at which district officers are ordinarily at head-qua . 

The time spent in the interior of their districts by sub-diyisional officers 
was sufficient in all cases, except thet of the Deputy Collector of Alipur, in the 


days, needs explanation, for which the Commissioner should call. This ‘s 
division is situated in a part of the a where personal intercourse w 
the people is especially necessary. The Deputy Collector in charge of 


but, as the sub-division was only opened on the 21st November, the to ( 
was, under the circumstances, not inadequate. The sub-division should, ho 
ever, be carefully inspected during the present year. yy 
8. Weather and crops.—In the Dinagepore, Rajshahye, Pubna, and 
districts the rainfall was considerably below the average, and in Run; 
where the deficiency was less marked, the rain was unseasonable. T 
appeared in inferior crops. In ae | and in the Panchbibi ¢ 
Bogra, rice failed to some oxtent; in Dinagepore the © 


insufficient for the steeping of jute; and in P where 
steeped, the result was only obtained by using, and thereby ec 


inking ly. In Rungpore the drought from Ju 
axcunive tl in October, injured he dese rice 
district. In Julpigoree, tobacco and mu 


iF 
¥ b 


* 


Julpigoree district. The shortness of this officer's tour, which lasted only 66 






















'y rain October, the your was ey oe Tn a ling, w 
ar was remar for the excessive cold and heavy snow which fell in 


age ~ January. the crops were satisfactory. ‘The most noticeable feature in the 
: agricultural history of the division pe the year is the increase in the 


_ eultivation of jute, which was largely extended both in Rajshahye and Pubfia. 
_. The abundance of jute led to a fal 


1 in price, but the crop was so large that the 
Commissioner finds it difficult to believe that the cultivators suffered from low 
“nai The increase of sugarcane cultivation too in many parts of the division 
‘remarkable. It is reported now to be in places eight times larger than it 
was afew years ago. ‘I'he use of the improved sugarcane mills throughout 
the Beppehye and Pubna districts is noticeable. The introduction of 
Messrs. ‘Thomson and Mylne’s mills on the estate of the Tahirpur ward in 
Rajshahye is said to have reduced by one-third the cost of the manufacture of 
‘sugar, and to have given a great impetus to the tener on that and the 
neighbouring estates. In Juipigoree alone, of the districts of the division, is the 
primitive native system adhered to. 
The low price of yanja and the high price of jute in 1881-82 led fen 
increased cultivation of the latter and to a contracted cultivation of the f 
crop in Rajshahye, Dinagepore, and Bogra, the result being a decline from 


2,862 to 1,992 in the number of bigahs under ganja and from 2,301 to 1,739 
in the number of cultivators. The gross outturn, however, was proportionately 


greater than in the preceding year. ; 
4. Public health and material condition of the pole =the Commissioner 
i 


has omitted from his report the statistics of mortality given by the district 
officers, owing to his conviction of their untrustworthiness. ‘he figures 
hitherto given may have been very inadequate, but as they afford some basis 
‘of comparison, with reference either to the actual mortality or to the energy 
of the reporting agency, the Lieutenant-Governor would prefer that the 
should be given in future, care being taken to indicate the extent of their 
inaccuracy, as far as this is possible. ‘The effect of special efforts made in the 
Pubna district to improve the mortuary statistics is said to have been 
‘ood and lasting; and what has been done in Pubna can be done elsewhere. 


With the exception of the districts of Dinagepore, parts of Rungpore, and 


of the Darjeeling Terai, the year under review was more unhealthy than its 
predecessor. In the southern portion of Rungpore the condition of the people 
‘was ‘somewhat depressed; but in Dinagepore a decrease took place in the 
mortality from fever, which is attributed by the Civil Medical Officer and 
Collector to the improvements in drainage effected by the District Road Cess 
Oommittee. Fevers were more fatal than usual in Rajshahye, Pubna, and 
Bogra, and in the two former districts considerable mortality took place from 

era, in consequence mainly of the deficiency of good drinking water, due 
in Pubna to the employment of almost all the available water for the steeping 


of jute. In the presence of such a fact, the question of a proper water-supply 


in seasons of scanty rainfall deserves the consideration of the district officers. 


“In Julpigoree the year is reported to have been as healthy as the normal 







imate of the district and the unsanitary habits of the population permitted. 
Phe health of the Darjeeling Terai shewed some improvement, which is 


oe attributed, with apparent correctness by the Commissioner, to the clearances 


.. ib in the tract; avd in the hills themselves the condition of the 









© was satisfactory. - With regard to the hills the Commissioner writes :— 
‘the hills there was a good deal of small-pox, but generally of a mild type. The 
Commissioner has been told that in Sikkim’ onal Thibet this mild form was a that 
® went out of their way to catch it in order to protect themselves from a severe form 





6 Deput observes that it would be well if we could induce 
aharajah to send into Darjeeling a few persons to be trained in vaccination. 
‘this in his interview with Sir George Campbell in the year 1873, but no 
The unprotected state of the population on our north and east 
ity tosevere outbreaks of emall-pox, is a standin r to this 
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cate that the people of Sikkim and its neighbourhood are dis to avail 
themselves of such means of protection as are at their Social if this, 
sisthe case, it is probable that vaccination would not encounter any serious 
obstacles among them. The Commissioner’s remarks will be referred’ to the 


8 General, who should consider, in communication with the local officers, 
Sin gat eaeains of protecting the Darjeeling hills against a In all 
other districts of the division vaccination has made considerable progress 
without any serious objection from the people. 

The material condition of the people, with few exceptions, was satisfactory. 
If the rice failed in places, the price of labour was high, and the railway and 
other works gave aor * of employment to the labouring classes. 

5. Emigration immigration.—As noticed in previous years, no emigra- 
tion, calling for remark, takes place from the division, but the immigration of 
persons seeking temporary employment is consideruble. The clearances by a 
colony of Garos effected in the Rungpore district were continued, and one 
of the sardars succeeded in inducing some more of his countrymen to settle 
in the district. In many other parts of the division, where waste lands are 
available, similar settlements appear to have been effected, and systematic 
efforts in the same direction might be advantageously made in the Government 
and Wards estates where land is abundant and cultivators scarce. Notably 
the Jeypore estate in Bogra is fit for such an experiment. 

6. Nekmurd Fair.—This fair took place as usual in April, but appears to 
have been less numerously attended than in previous years. The business 
done also was less brisk, so far as can be ascertained from the statistics which 
are reproduced below— 











! 
Number sold. | ‘Total prices realized, | Average prices 
DreckIpTioN OF ANIMALS AND | = 
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0,850 au 30 
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The fact stated at the commencement of this extract would appear to indi- 
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The sanitary and police arrangements appear from the result to haye — 


been satisfactory. fm SPO isc hy, 


7. Prices of food and labour.—Notwithstanding the infosior. heryert the — 


selling price of rice, though higher than in 1881-82, remaine: Ww 
atomege of the last five years, the lowest mean price for the whole year being 
seers 2 chittacks per rupee, which obtained in , and the highest, exclusiy 
of the hills, 21 seers 1 chittack in Julpigoree. The prices of pulses 
Indian-corn remained virtually tn The Lieutenant-Governor 
to observe that the remarks recorded by him last year, regarding the 
tion of statistical tables, have been followed by an improvement in the s! 
men given of the prices of labour. The division is one which emp! 
oreign labour, and wages are consequently high in t all di 
especially in Darjeeling hills, where pg in| 
ly difficult to obtain. It is satisfactory to find that the la 
tea-gardens are “ excellently treated.” “To control the 
of Darjeeling, a | Act 


. ed d 4 
expects that it operate as Pn 

















to which it extends, and not towards a reduction of their legitimate 
' igs. The subject should be specially noticed in next year’s report. _ 
8, Manufactwres.—As in previous years, jute bags and cloth, sugar and 
molasses and tea were the principal industries of the division. All districts 
manufacture jute bags and cloth for local consumption; and from Pubna, 
Dinagepore, and Julpigoree there is a large export trade in these articles. The 
cheapness of bags in Calcut used a falling off in December in the demand 
for gunny-bags from Dinagepore. The principal place of manufacture is Seraj- 
gunge, where no less than 2,000 adult workpeople and 250 children are 
employed in the mills, which are well managed. ictasses is exported from 
se ei Bogra, and Rungpore, and is manufactured for home consumption 
in Rajshahye. In :the latter district the annual manufacture of raw sugar is 
estimated at 3,00,000 maunds. From statistics recently collected, it appears 
that about 11 lakhs of maunds of raw sugar are manufactured in the division 
as a whole. : 
The following table shews the progress of the tea industry during the last 


three years in Julpigoree and Darjeeling :— 








AREA UNDER CULTIVATION IN ACRES. 
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1880, 188 | 182, vaso. | 1881. | 1882. | 1880, | 1881. 





«| 53 60 | 3,882 | 8,682) 4,670) 2,265) 3,071 | s,598 817,765 | 1,027,116 | 1,805,801 241) 278 | 390 
Tarjovling ..,/ 155 | 164 | 166 | 21,601 | 25,105 | 26,716 | 6,706 | 6,410 (5,854 | 5,100,514 | 6,696,445 som 238 E Soo 

Total ...| 202] 207) 225 | 25,043 | 28,787 | 81,886 | 6,961 | 8,481 | 9,452 | 6,078,079 | 7,623,561 016,004 239°5 | 270 | 360°5 

Unfortunately, however, the profits were not in proportion to the 
increased outturn, and it appears cesealle that the falling off wus due to the 
same cause that has more than once led to similar results in Assam—over-pro- 
duction of inferior tea. On this head the Commissioner writes— 

Mr. Wace believes that the good prices of the season of 1881 tempted agents and 
managers to go in for a large outturn. The season was allin favour of such a policy, 
flushes being very rapid. The result was coarse leaf The supply met in the home market 
a very large import of cheap China tea and large stocks in hand. The result was naturally 
a heavy fall in prices, which were 30 to 50 per cent. below those of 1881, Shipments to 
America were very unsuccessful, and the Australian market got more than it wanted, with 
the result of a fall in price. 

The outturn of cinchona from the Government factory again shewed an 
increase, the crop yielding 396,980tbs of bark against 341,570tbs in the 
previous year, and the manufacture of febrifuge being 10,363!bs. ‘he issues 
were smaller than in 1881-82, owing, it is believed, to the greater healthiness of 
the year under review. The following extract from the Deputy Commissioner’s 
report shews the progress made by private plantations :— 

The success of the Government ern see has given an impetus to private enterprise 
in einchona cultivation, although no advantage has been taken of the offer made by Govern- 
ment last to sell the yellow Lark plantation on condition of the purchaser manufacturing 
- sulphate of quinine, The tract of land taken up by Messrs. Schoene, Kilburn and Co. east 

of the Teesta hns been opened out, 15 miles of road have been made, 350 acres have been 
cleared for cultivation, and 32 acres planted. The outturn of the Darjeeling Tea and Cinchona 
Association was again rather below that of the previous year, being 24,000%bs. The Land 
ortgage Kank is ing out small plantations on three of its gardens, the total area 
‘ut being 0 litle rn a 
Trade and commerce.—-The report this year gives tables shewing the 
and imports’ of the various wretricta of the division, Rice 
R exported dis riets except Dar jeeling—Dinagepore, 
-Bogra. antities, All districts export jute 
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And salt into all districts, and twist and sugar mainly into Pubna. Theim- — 
- . Port of jute for manufacture into Serajgunge is estimated at 38,00,000 maunds — 

. 4gainst 25,00,000 maunds in the previous year. The supply appears, how- 
ever, to have been in excess of the demand, as the price fell from about 
Rs. 4 in 1881-82 to Rs. 2-2 in March 1883. The principal articles of 
export to Bhutan from Julpigoree are European piece-goods, betel-nuts, tobacco, 
and rice; fuel, oranges, blankets, musk, and ponies are the chief imports. The 
import of piece-goods, salt, aud twist into Darjeeling has considerably increased, 
as has that of live-stock and farm produce from Nepal, and of Indian-corn from 
Sikkim. The figures given for imports from Sikkim are, however, believed to 
be untrustworthy. 

10. State of public feeling.—As in previous years, the mass of the people 
took little or no interest in public affairs or public measures. The license 
tax, the chaukidari tax, and the Arms Act are accepted facts, which have ceased 
to cause remark, and of which the inconvenience has been reduced to a minimum. - 
. With the educated classes and the Europeans, however, the year has been one of 
considerable excitement. The scheme of local self-government was much 
discussed in the earlier partof the year, but it is said that with the novelty 
the interest displayed in the subject has to a great extent died out. The 
bulk of the people are agriculturists and entire M indifferent to the measure, 
whose principal advocates were the pleaders, mooktears, and clerks, resident 
at the sudder stations of districts. The zemindars as a whole were luke. 
warm. The other question on which public opinion has been excited in a 
manner which cannot be sufficiently deghimed has been the Criminal Procedure — 
Code Amendment Bill, which has, in the opinion of the district officers, 
brought about a distinct separation and a very lamentable soreness between 
Europeans and natives, 4 Darjeeling, where the Bengali element is absent, 
where the interests of the hill races are largely bound up with those of the 
Europeans, and where the Bill, if passed, is never likely to have any effect, the 
feeling of irritation is entirely onesided, and is believed by the Deputy Commis- 
sioner to be due solely to sympathy with Europeans in other parts of de and 
to a conviction that the principle of the measure will affect the security of 
English capital in the country. . 

11. Public press.—Two new vernacular papers were started during the 
year at Pubna, and one by the Scotch Mission at Darjeeling. The Hindu 
Ranjika and the Rajshahi Patrika, published at Rajshahye, and the Dik Prakas, — 
of Rungpore, are favourably mentioned for the loyalty of their tone. The 
last-named publication is issued under the supervision of Baboo Mahima Rajan _ 
Ray Chaudhuri of Kakina, to whom it does credit. Regarding the,remaining | 
papers, the Commissioner reports that they “have of course contained su 
articles as were to be expected on the extension of Local Self-Government 
and the Criminal Procedure Bill.” bo 

12. Administrative changes.—The effect of the changes made in the 
administration of the division during the year is not mentioned in the report, 
though the changes themselves are enumerated, They were the amalgamation 


of the municipal and regular police in all districts; the establishment of a 


sub-division at Nowgong in Rajshahye; the transfer of the head-quarters of the 
Bagdogra sub-division to Nilphamari on the Northern Bengal* Kailway, and — 
certain alterations in the powers exercised in civil cases by the Small Cause 
Court of Darjeeling and by the Sub-Divisional Officer of Kurseong. A report — 
should be submitted on the proposal to alter the boundaries of the Nowgon 
sub-division, so as to bring the tract in which ganja is grown wholly within | 
13. Police and crime.—With the exception of Fanaaass an ; 
an increase in the number of cogni 
district, and the total for the Aiviizod rose from 10,480 to 11,681, 
increase, however, was mainly due to nuisance cases, of which 859 mor 
instituted than in the preceding year. The percentage of cases 
false fell in all districts except Di 
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‘has taken the place of Pubna as the least criminal district in the division, , 
th proportion of true cases to population being only 1 in 1,267. Pubna and 
, gepore, where the proportion is 1 to 952 and 1 to 869 respectively, shew . 

a creditable freedom from crime. In Darjeeling the proportion, which was , = | 
Jast year 1 to 107 persons, is now 1 to 78. This ratio is very high, and calls ~ >a 
for ec. n respect of the proportion of convictions to persons placed ae 
on trial, Darjeeling stauds best, with 82°5 per cent., while Rungpore and 
Pubna, with 54°6 per cént. and 48-8 per cent., give the worse results. The low “a 
ratio of true cases to population, the large proportion of eases declared false, oe 
and the small percentage of convictions in these two districts, would seem to ‘f 
indicate laxity on the part of the police. Taking the division as a whole, 4 










the percentage of convictions has risen from 60°5 in 1881 to 62-3 in 1882, the 4 
improvement being apparently the result rather of increased activity in a 
nuisance cases than of growing success in the detection of crime. % 


The only two serious cases of riot which took place during the year 
occurred in the Pubna district, and the parties in both were brought to justice. 
A very slight increase is reported in serious offences against the pereon ; and 
serious offences against property fell off considerably. Generally, the greater 
activity and rigdance of the chowkeydars is commended throughout the 
division. The following description of the state of crime in the Pubna 


district deserves record :— 


Mr. Barrow left the following remarks on crime in Pubna:—“ Under this head, 2 
no doubt, should be discussed the general question of the safety of property and person, * 
and to discuss them for an agricultural area might embrace some consideration ot 
the relation of landlord and tenant. Of crime proper against property, the police can 
give a favourable account. The figures detailed show that offences of this class are by no 
ans serious, and consequently that the criminal classes are held in check; but when 
crime to do with agrarian matters is considered, the exact opposite is the case. Here the 
police sre literally nowhere; it may be said that they have no footing, or, as the natives 
would say, no dukhu/ to withstand this kind of crime. Coming from Behar the difference 
struck me very much There the agrarian problem is fairly simple. ‘The ryots are usually ; 
on one side and the zemindar on the other, ‘I'wo bodies of ryots may fight for land ; but ee | 
then again the combination is simple andthe quarrel easily understood and the law generally 
‘easily applied. ‘The offence may be compared to that between a strong stream and a rushing 
cnrront with eddies and whirlpools ere the interests are manifold and complicated. | 
*Putnidars, jotedars, durjotedars, and ryots combine, dissolve, and recombine like the objects ” 
in a kaleidoseope. The result is violence, deceit and fraud,” 
Referring to the riots that occasionally occur in the district, Mr. Barrow says— 
“J myself in the sudder heard all the police reports, and was so able to direct what is so 
important—the first action of the police. Mr. Farrer at Serajgunge vigorously, and on the 
whole successfully, dealt with this spirit of turbulence; still, however, the spirit of violence 
pervades the district and manifests itself in various forms in the police administration. For 
instanee, a ryot cannot leave the estate of one zemindar for that of another without fear of 
eression. In consequence he usually puts in a petition to the Magistrate to be protected. 


t cause of disturbance during this year, as during last, has been the breakin 





’ . One. 
up a ‘er of the ae zemindary of Azim Chowdry. Many preventive measures ha 
to be, taken, and in spite of them occurred the very serious riot with loss of life when his 





house had to be taken possession of under the Civil Court’s decree.” 


A decrease from 8,036 to 7,729 took t pleee in the number of non-cogniza- 

ble eases. The Benches of Honorary Ma es continued, as in previous 

cars, to do good work, and no less than 2,622 cases were decided by this 

ab a ? ? r 

Civil justice. —The total number of civil suits instituted in the division a 

he was 41,910 against 40,144 in 1881, the value of the property Ae 

» rising in the same period from Rs, 40,29,574 to Rs. 45,38,188, a 

yption of a decline in the value of suits for money and moveables, 

part confined to Dinagepore, there was an increase ‘i 
of all classes of suits, and, speaking genorally, | x 

all districts of the division, The explanation is 

ely that 



















. failure of the rice | ’ 
f th dues. The marked falling 









the Rajshahye district, an apparent decrease, from 5,473 to 5,433 estates, on 






g the year was 42,405 — 
of which 15,095, or 85:6, were withdrawn, compromised or confessed, and — 
18,260, or 43-06 per cent., were decided ez parte, only 9,050, or 21°3 per cent., 
being contested. ' bes 

15. Land and land revenue-—Owing to corrections made in the taujihof 


the divisional rent-roll took place during the year. In reality 10 estates 
were added by alluvion to the divisional revenue-rol, and thus the reve- 
nue demand rose from Rs. 51,32,423 to Rs, 52,08,984. The collections were 
generally satisfactory, being especially good in Rajshahye, where they ~- 
amounted to 99°39 percent. of the demand. In Bogra and Julpigoree the 
collections were least successful, being only 94°91 per cent. and 888 per 
cent. of the demand respectively. The arrear demand in these districts is 

due almost exclusively from estates under direct management. In Darjeeling 

a marked improvement has taken place, the percentage realized being — 
96°8 against 77°9 in 1881. The advance is no doubt due to the settlement ~ 
of the dispute between the Government and the joédars, to which allusion was 
made last year. The Commissioner has submitted a careful-report, regardi 

the land revenue administration of his division, but the subject is one , whic 

will be more appropriately dealt with by the Government when the Land 
Revenue Administration Report of the Board of Revenue is under consideration. 

16. Relations between landlords and tenants——On the whole the year has 
been characterized by a satisfactory absence of overt quarrels between land- 
lords and tenants in all districts, but it is to be feared that the report given by 
the Collector of Pubna ‘‘ that there is an utter want of sympathy between 
the landlords and their tenants” is true for the most part of the whole division. 

The following remarks made by the Sub-Divisional Officer of Serajgunge on 
this head are worthy of consideration, and give what is probably an accurate 
account of the state of affairs in a large portion of the province :— 


The attitude of zemindars and ryots towards each other is very much the same as in 
previous years. This is nevertheless a difficult question to comprehend, as there seems to be 
suc a remarkable mixture of hostility and sympathy in their dealing with each other. 
Generally, however, the zemindur’ insist upon heaving their pound of flesh, and it is the 
ryots who shew generosity. It is not at all unusual to find the ryots voluntarily contributing — 
a cess of so mit 5 in each rupee of their rent to enable the zemindar to pay off debts whichs & 
extravagance or mismanagement have led him to contract. A remarkable case of thiskind ~~ 
came to my notice during the year, where the ryots made an attempt, quite voluntarily, to 
save their zemindar, although they must have known that he was hopelessly involved and ~ 
that their contributions would be lost. This zemindar had been engaged with the Sandyals 
of Salop in litigation over a certain question since the year 1827. The final order was 
given by the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council in the year 1881, when the Sandyals 
obtained a decree for about five lakhs, with a set-off of about one and a half lakh of ru 
leaving a balance of three lakhs or thereabouts in their favour. In this case I an 7 
enquiry made as to whether any coercion was being used towards the ryots, but found that 
their ae was voluntarily given. On the other hand, the ryots know perfectly well how | 
completely they can resist, by combining together, any claim made by the zemindar which — 
they are not disposed to admit, and attempts to enhance their rent are uently met in this 
way. In such cases the zemindar is generally compelled to retreat from his position in the 
end, as he cannot afford the expense of enhancement suits, and cannot live whon his-rentt 
are stopped This course, however, is taken by the ryot with some reluctance, as, sinod 7 
time of the Pubna riots, it has been associated in their minds with defeat and:loss in 
the end, and is often the cause of their being involved in criminal cases and sent to jail, 
During the years which followed thoee disturbances, the zemindars made large enhancementa 
‘of the rent, as the ryots were cowed by their defeat, aud therefore submitted more y 
Latterly they have become more independent again, and find that they can effect their 
by quiet and passive resistance. There can be no doubt that the spirit of in dence | 

em is becoming stronger each year, and that they are becoming more di ' 
upon their rights. Generally speaking, they distrust their zemindars. the 
between the two is full of hostility. The Tagore zemindars manage their estate very 
and I think that the feelings of their ryots towards them are much loss fall of 
but this is perhaps the only exception. ‘ foes ibe RN 

The cost of management of an estate seems to fall almost. entirely 
the ostensible pay of the amla is ridiculously low, and the latter make it 

and t=! 
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contributions from the ryots on every possible ‘ete 
cannot be held to have performed their part of the contract in w 
permayent settlement was made, as far as the interests : 1d 
sidered. The perity which the latter do enjoy is« 
intelligence, an todepeutissta ot iit, anil hele on 
is Hiei te 






tae eee 


Preomanepiyan es Fat hy! 


ete 
peers ta 
ed 


4 


' 
& 


= -A large quantity was so | up last year.” 

Pit ties given in the report shew an increase from 152,714 tons to 190,117 

~ tons in the amount of goods carried by the Northern Bengal State Railway, and 
_ from 630 tons to 8,004 in those ¢ 

ape ek genet not given 









a good dea Eig a display or senseless litigation. There are some exceptions among 


plentiful, but ryots few,” the relations between the landlord and the tenant are 
entirely peaceable. 

TA Lxcise—Notwithstanding a decrease from 2,469 to 2,305 in the 
number of licenses issued for the vend of intoxicating liquors and drugs, the 
revenue derived ftom excise has increased from Ks. 5,90,291 to Rs. 6,04,211, the 
increase being most marked in the Darjeeling district. In the district of 
Rungpore a considerable decline took place in the amount of revenue realized. 
The articles of which the consumption rose to the greatest extent were country 

irits and ganja, while the revenue from opium fell largely. Minor 
uctuations took place in respect of other articlés. The increase in the sale of 
country spirits was most marked in the districts of Julpigoree and Darjeeling, 
and was due, especially in the case of Darjecling, to the opening out of the 
district by the railway, and to the large number of foreign residents and visitors. 
The Commissioner, in reviewing the result of the three years in which the outstill 
system has been in force, has arrived at the conclusion that it has done much 
to check illicit distillation, and has had little, if any, effect in increasing drink- 
ing. Whether drinking has increased in the division seems doubtful; but if it 
has so increased, the fact, in the Commissione¥’s opinion, is due to the increased 
prosperity of the working classes, and to the presence of large numbers of low 
caste Hindus from other parts of India who come to work for hire, and 
among whom drinking has always been prevalent. It is satisfactory that, with 
a considerable increase in the revenue, the consumption of ganja is much less 


than it used to be. 


18. Stamps.—The high sales of stamps which took place in the year 
1881-82 were slightly exceeded in that under review, the net revenue from this 
source (Rs. 10,31,544) shewéng an increase of Rs. 1,775. Sales rose in Bogra, 
Rungpore, Julpigoree, and Darjeeling, and fell off in the remaining districts. 
In Dinagepore, Rajshahye, Rungpore, and Darjeeling an increase took place 
in the sales of impressed stamps, in consequence, in the two first districts, of the 
settlement of large estates. In Rajshahye ‘the bad harvest is said to have led 
to an increased number of bonds on loan transactions, and in Darjeeling the 
increase is attributed to the general development of the district. The decline 
in the sales of court-fee stamps was confined to Dinagepore and Rajshahye, and 
was due, in both cases, to exceptionally high sales in the previous year. 

19. Railway and other public works.—Regarding the extension of the 
Northern Bengal State Railway to Dinagepore, and the survey which is now in 
progress for its extension to the Ganges, vid Purneuh, the Collector of Dinage- 
pore writes as follows :— 

“My predecessor has remarked in his last year’s report’? (quoted in paragraph 58 of my 
report of 1881-82) “upon the effect of the Northern Bengal Railway on the district. [ 
consider that the Ganges extension will be no less important in its beneficial effects. 
Hitherto in this district a bumper crop was looked upon by the tenants as only a lesser 
evil than the total failure, as prices were entirely ruled by the mahajans and there was no 
means of getting rid of the or produce. The new extension will tap a rich and pros- 
perous country, and will. enable the jute sown in that area to find a ready market. At 
present the ay mode of exit this produce has is by boat down the Mahananda river; but 
this river hes of late years been cepelately: closed to traffic to boats of even the smallest 


_ tonnage the month of January, an 


it often happens that large quantities of jute 
remain locked up in the hands of See tte and the small traders until the next risé of the 









ried by the Kaunia and Dharla Tramway. 
for the Digi Himalayan Railway, but the receipts 
Rs. 2,60,649 in 1881 to Rs. 3,60,679 in 1882. e 
the working of the hill line have been very marked. The 
the various Road Cess Committees on original works and 
he year was Rs. 4,17,700 out of an estimated expenditure of 
Dinagepore a suflicient proportion of the 
Village roads, and all the Committees 
ns at their disposal 





have eased 









It is noticeable that in the Rungpore district, where it is said “land 4 
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20, Hdueation.—The number of schools open at 
oa pre was 2,121, attended by 63,172 pupils, x 
+ © 2,757, attended by 76,556 pupils, giving an increase of 29-9 per cent. in 
a number of schools and of 21:2 per cent. in the number of pupils. ‘The settee 
tion ne pupils who succeedvd in satisfying the standards prescribed by the 
Educational Department was low, except in the case of the normal schools and 
schools for special instruction, amounting in the aggregate to only 87% per 
4, cont. The Commissioner considers this result less unsatisfactory than it would 
 . “at first sight appear, because the number of pupils presenting themselves for 
examination was higher than in previous years, and is taken by him asindi- = 
_—.- eating an increased desire on the part of the inhabitants for the education of 
: be their children. This view is probably correct; but the initial difficulty of = 
he getting the children to come t6 school having been overcome, careful’ super- 
ae vision ought to lead to a more satisfactory state of things as regards the 
” knowledge imparted. The percentage of boys of school-going age to the 
BY. supposed total number of boys in each district varied from 167 in Rajshahye — 
2 to 10°5 in Julpigoree. The total number of girls receiving education rose icon 
Bah. 1,352 to 1,937. The details of the educational development of the division _ 
a during the year will be considered in connection with the annual education 
re 
















on ea Working of Committees. 2A satisfactory account is given by the Com- — fe 
BS), missioner of the working of the various Committees of the division, with the ~~ 
4 % exception of those at Pubna, where the members are said to be ready and — 
a independent enough in respect of discussion, but to evince an inclination to 
a shirk work when possible. The Lieutenant-Governor trusts that this tendéncy — 
i may become less strong as the responsibility of the individual members increases, 

cider an extended scheme of Tosa! self-government. The energy and good 
work of the Committees of Serajgunge, Talpigoten, and Darjeeling, where the. 
Harper element is strong, are commend e mrad. 

2 


y Wards.—The total number of estates under the management of the = | 
ig Court of Wards at the close of the year was 17, against 18 atitscommencenient— 
ee: one estate, Hazratpur, having been released during the year. The following are 
ie the most important estates in the division, having each a current demand of over,» > 

ah half a lakh of rupees :—Churaman (tis. 1,01,624) and Sankarpur (Rs, 53,288) )~ 4 

a in Dinagepore, Pakiepor Junior Branch (Rs. 70,051) in Rajshahye, andthe »  — 


~~ Chaklajat (Rs. 3,05,861) in Julpigoree. It is gratifying to observe that the 
- arrear demand, which in the case of all except Sankarpur, was very heavy atthe. 





a commencement of the year, was reduced in the Churaman and Tahirpur estates 
: and the Chaklajit by 76, 71, and 73. per cent. respectively. Inthe Chaklajit 9 
Bs estate alone was the bulance heavy at the close of the year. The progress . 
“ made by the wards in their education is described as generally satisfactory. © == 
en 23. Oonduct of zemindars.—On the whole, the conduct of thezemuvdars) 
of the division was satisfactory. Only one serious case of misconduct) 


ee came to light—that of Azim Chaudhuri in the Pubna riot case, with whidhs 
a the Lieutenant-Governor has already dealt. Vigilant arrangements were, 
however, necessary to prevent a breach of the peace, in consequence “of - 
' the disputes as to the ownership of the Marcha Diara in Raj on <Vne aah 
conduct of the Serajgunge zomindars is, the Lieutenant-Governor is glad te 
_ observe, more favourably described than in former years, Raja Pramatha 
Nath Bey of Dighapatia and Kumar Sasi Shekareswar Ray are comiended, — 
and ba atter is ira have interested himeckt in the wel re of his tenar 
and to haye established a sort of agricultural association for the supply 
seeds of ee pr ri os 3 - Mi bead 
; 24. wracter of officers.—The Commissioner’s remarks on this he: 
ie be considered in the Apppintwont Department. The officers most fay 
2 mentioned are, among the Collectors, Mucus Wace and Norman 




















































% “ * Joint-Magistrates, Messrs. Hare and Farrer; and amo he 
‘a Bahoos't ri. Mo handva and Mohen ‘Nath Bh 
_ Chunder Sircar, The Lieutenant- uks Lord 
.* careful administration of an rr 
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cae | Dated Caleutta, the 24th September 1989, o 1 Sepia “4 
Tur following is published for general information. 

By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, oh 

G. F. E. 8. NEILL, Major, u.s.c., PI 

Under-Secy to the Govt. of Bengal, "= 

P. W. Dept. ~ 


Extract paragraph 2 from a letter No. 785R.C., dated 18th Auguet 1883, from the 
Secretary to the Government of India, Public Works Department, to the Secretary to 


the Government of Bengal, Public Works Department. eer 
Para. 2.—His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor will observe that. the @ 
Miles, Estimates. roc the project, Roogeonie . to the 
P Bs. final estimates, will as per Qo 
Bipon toNecdge” = nist 8800000 including the cost of the open line 
Nandgeou to Nagpur « 148 — 1,86,82,000 from Nandgaon to Nagpur and its 


Total ... 627 6,292,000 conversion to the broad gauge, but 
one with due allowance for metre-gauge 
materials and stock capable of being utilized by Government elsewhere. 





No, 2948R, dated Calcutta, the 28th July 1883, 
’ From—The Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal, Public Works Dept., Railway, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Public Works Department. 
I am directed to forward copy of a report by Mr. Spring, Executive 
Engineer, Nagpore Railway Surveys, with a map and estimates of the pro- 
bable cost of the direct line of railway, 162 miles, from Howrah to Dugni— 
a point near Chyebassa on the line from Sitarampore to Bilaspore—which was 
surveyed and located last season by the officers under Mr. Parker's orders 
The estimates framed by Mr. Spring have been examined by the Chief ' 
Engineer, who has an intimate knowledge of the country between Howrah and ’ 
Midnapore, traversed by the three great rivers Damoodah, Roopnarain, and 
Oossye. His note anda revised abstract estimate is herewith sent. The cost of 
bridging these rivers and the spill therefrom will be Rs. 65,10,000, instead of Fa 
~ Rs. 87,46,000, as estimated by Mr. Spring. The Chief Engineer has included a wa 
. sum of ten lakhs of rupees for terminal buildings at Howrah, for which a quite 
* _ insufficient allowance had been made: other differences are due to alterations 
© in establishment and contingent charges. 
. “8. The estimate for the line from Howrah to Dugni, 162 miles vid 
Midnapore, asrevised by the Chief Engineer, is Rs. 2,18,16,187 (A); while the | 
cost of the line from Sitarampore to Dugni, 95 miles, is Rs. 80,14,942 (B), 
shewing an excess of capital required for construction, if the direct line be 
ad of Rs. 1,38,01,245. ’ 
4, There would, however, be a saving of distance by the direct line of i 
71 miles as follows :— : 














‘Wu ? Miles. 4 

Howrah to Sitarampore, East Indian Railway .. = 138 | 
Sitaramporé to Dugni .. = ee = 95 

“iter tes tet vas 235 + 

~ .- Howrah to Dugni vid Midnapore .. ‘i = 162 a 

we VA 8 Difference = 71 om 

pata line would, on the other hand, have the advantage of cheap —. . 

Ane aren V | 

a. | 


_Sitarampore and , which would materi assist « 
ithe spans ‘Time would also be saved in oeaaainene att 
through easy country, as against 162 miles through the a 
the direct line, in which also two exceptionally) =. 

- eross idges with very deep foundations in_ 
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“also forwarded heewil ins pre) in detail from the sections and. 
located line, and may be relied on. The total cost is 
™ x 2,98,96,970 for miles. It is from this estimate that the cost of the 
miles from Sitarampore to Dugni has been taken in abstract estimate 
which accompanies the Chief Engineer’s note. ee 
6. Apart from the considerations above alluded to—(1) less outlay of 
capital, and (2) more rapid completion of the railway—the Lieutenant-Governor ‘ 
* Letter No. 461T—R, dated 22na has already, on other grounds,* advocated the con- Be. 
me 
| 





May 1883. struction of the line from Sitarampore vid Purulia, 

in preference to that direct from Howrah vid Midnapore. The former has no 

tidal rivers to cross ; would have about 67 miles less of railway to construct, 

and will open up a tract of country at present but ill-provided with means of 
cheap carriage, and, asa protective measure, will be of great importance. 

The Midnapore district, on the other hand, is well-protected by the Midnapore 

eanal, which last year carried 329,000 passengers and 138,000 tons of goods by 
steamers and boats, besides irrigating 100,000 acres of land. Beyond Midis 

pore to Chyebassa the country is mountainous and difficult, very s y 
populated at present, and with none of the advantages for traffic whicli the route 

vid Sitarampore to Bilaspore promises to develop. In this, too, the supply 

of coal and of iron and steel from the Bengal Iron Works, now temporaril 2 
under Government management, gives large prospective advantages, an 
it may be accepted that, with the cheapness of coal and labour, the work- 

nga penses of this line would be much less than the 50 per cent. ordinarily . 
calculated upon the gross earnings. The Government of India has ‘ 
already received a copy of Mr. Risley’s report on the trade of Chota Nagpore, | 
as affecting the interests of, the proposed railway froin Sitarampore. to the 
Central Provinces, and thoughin dealing with a primitive tract of country, 

the extent of the existing trade may not be very large, the prospect, and capanasio 

from the development of*its mineral resources, is full of encouragement. 

It has been estimated that the line would return « profit of about 4 per cent. 

upon the capital outlay. The Lieutenant-Governor desires me to express the 

hope that early orders may now issue for the commencement of this line, 


Note by the Chief Engineer on Mr. Spring’s report and estimate for the alternative route for te 
the Bengal-Nagpore Railway direct line from Howrah to Dugni (Chyebassa), dated 25th. 4 


July 1883. 

Mr. Sprino estimates the cost of this line at Rs. 2,32,88,000, but he has fallon 4 
into error regarding the discharges of the rivers Cossye, Roopnarain, and Damoodah, — | 
which are as follow :— a ‘ 

C. ft. ha ~®* 
©. f second, 4 
. Sacenoes ad a 794 Cossye, above Midnapore ce T80,000 +; 
Spill from’ Cossye “160,000 Roopnarain .. 3903000* at 
Total be “990,000 Damoodah see 850,000 “AG 


The Cossye at Panchkoorah can only carry 80,000 cubic feet per second, the difference, = 
viz. 150,000 cubic feet per second, is thrown off mostly at the Pilaspai, mile 380, x» ier 
Mr. Spring allows for the waterway of the Cossye, above Midnapore, only 800 feet 
of bridging, which is inadequate to carry 180,000 cubic feet per second : at least 1,200 feet 
must be given. f ; ; <ulinal ieee 
At Pilaspai he has allowed 300 lineal feet in the estimte for major bridging, and about lew Hy 
400 in the minor bridge estimates ; this also is inadequate. In order to pass the 150,000. | 
cubic feet, which spills over the country in the neighbourhood of the Pilaspai khall, at least = 
8,000 feet of flood opening must be allowed ; the estimate must therefore be increased by id 
the cost of 2,600 lineal feet of minor bridging. ‘tanaka eae 
At the Roopnarain it will be impossible to obtain a width of 5,500 feet as allowed in = 
Mr. Spring’s estimate: not more than 2,000 feet can be got : and the estimate for this» a 
bridge will therefore be very greatly reduced, ‘ * ee 
At the Damoodah I would allow a width of 1,500 feet, which can be obtained, 
seg has taken the width at 1,250 
375,00! 


















Length. Depth, Velocity. Discharge. se two bridges will carry 
* Roopmarin Gin 3 = fect per second, but ‘the flood 
——- 740,000 ; the difference, 
Total ve ©876,000 fore be provided for | petits 
$7,200 x 10 x 6 = 805,000 flood openings. For this p 
; ——— feet wall be necessary, to 
2,100 lineal feet for loc 


all'9,400 fect in place of 14,100 allowed by Mr. Spring from mile 402 ta 
id <2 em ~ vu) * 
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There will therefore be a reduction in the cost of major bridging of Ks, 17,62,000 and 
of minor bridges of Rs. 4,74,000, making the total difference Rs. 22,836,000. No sufficient 
allowance has been made in Mr. Spring’s estimate for terminal works at Howrah, and even 
if a portion of the Hast Indian Railway buildings are utilized for that purpose, they will have 
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to be paid for. I think at least ten lakhs mnst be added on this account ; the estimate will th 
then stand at Rs. 14,21,818 less than Mr. Spring’s estimate, or at a total of Rs, 2,18,16,187. t 
‘ H. ©. Leviner, fa 
ia eta te I Chief Engineer, Bengal. , ‘aa 

No. 767, dated Hazaribagh, the 3rd July 1883. Bi 

From—W. H. Panxer, Esq., o.1.c.£., Engineer-in-Ohief, Bengal and Nagpore x 

Railway, : | 

To—The Secgetary to the Government of Bengal, Public Works Department. Ray 

I nave the honour to forward abstract estimate of the probable cost of the Bengal nt 


and Nagpore Railway from Sitarampore to Bilaspore, as called for in your No, 434T—R of 


18th May 1883. 

: 2. “rhe estimate amounts to Rs, 2,98,96,970, for a length of 3654 miles. The estimate 
framed from Mr. Ramsay’s sections, and submitted with this office No. 848 of 9th Septem- ay 
ber 1882, was for 367 miles Rs. 2,97,03,121, including land, but no “ workshops,” which, in 
the estmate now submitted, amounts to Rs. 1,82,625. 

8. The total quantities in earthwork exceed the first estimate by 99 lakhs of cubic feet, ] 
value Rs. 54,450. A further excess of Rs. 8,12,042 is due to increase of rates owing to i 
there being more rock in cuttings than originally anticipated, and to the quantities in high oy 
embankments being also greater than estimated. For ordinary banks Rs. 4 per 1,000 cubic ¢ , 
feet has been estimated, instead of Rs. 3, which is considered rather a low rate. In the 6 
third division a tunnel, which it was hoped might be avoided, has been found indispensable 4 
at Derva in the Suranda. This tunnel has been estimated for a double line, and is 2,300 
feet in length, costing Rs. 4,10,000. 

4, As regards actual quantities, there is a decrease of 26,828,422 cubic feet in cuttings, 7 
and an increase of 36,749,188 cubic feet in banks. As regards the old estimate, the 
quantities given are final quantities calculated from the working. 

5. In bridge-work the estimate now submitted is Ks. 4,59,917 less than the rough 
estimate, as some of the larger bridges, such as the Damuda, Cossye, Subarnarikha are 
found to require less waterway than originally caleulated. Each culvert and minor bridge 

7 has been estimated, but the important bridges are taken out only at a fixed rate per run- 

, t- * 


foot. 
6, There is an increase in the item of ballast, as the former estimate did not provide ae) | 
10 per cent. for stations. This has been added, and increases the cost per mile from | 
Rs, 3,300 to Rs. 8,790 per mile, and the total cost of this item from Rs. 12,11,100 to 
- Bs, 18,84,298. : - 
"7" Phere is 9 decrease of Rs. 10,68,228 in permanent-way owing to rate for sleepers 
i ased from Rs. 3 to Rs. 1-12, and to more careful calculation of the cost of lead 
of rails and frstenings to works ; the rates for cost of permanent-way at Calcutta are taken ~ 
as in the rough estimate, but it is calculated that sleepers can be easily obtained at the } 3 















aced rate owing to the proximity of the forests, : 
"8. Stations and buildings are increased Rs. 2,68,099 ; the number of stations Uy, 
ing slightly increased what was 0 y intended to bring them to a distance of my 1 
124 mi instead of 15 miles, and rough estimate of cost of each building requir- ; 
a4 : ahd uh 


. r d stores were omitted from original estimate, as it was understood “ 
| be worked by Hast Indian Railway, On reconsideration of the matter, a 
‘to allow a small su mile, Rs, 500, which gives Rs. 1,82,625 as : 
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(igiininsry a3 | 5,50,500} 3,65,250| —..... : 185,250 
: S te 4,083,700 4,01,775 hse ice 1.925. NA 
gs se a 16,55,584 17,52,850 97,266 sdeeve nas 
nkments asi bie Say 18,01,953 25,71,179 769,226 rere: | — 
Bridges sae a) 72,96,860 68,06,9438 | —....... 4,89,917 “ 
Tunnels ane e Nil. 4,14,000 4,14.000 eevee ‘ 
Level-crossings - 78,400 73,050 Rosa 850 . 
Fencing Re a | 8,67,000 8,65,250 aniehe 1,750. —, 
Ballast Poe one 12,11,100 18,84,298 1,73,198 aeecee > 
ommaaaeg - aM) | ! 78,42,790 67,79,562 vencyk 10,63,228 
» mg ip ings | 779,875 | 10,42,074] 268,099 | a 
Station machinery .. es : y gi ania , 
oe and stores er | enim a toh 1,82,625 vasa 
lant eee oe yVVUy VV ~ 
Rolling-stock a s¢0 86,70,000 86,25,000 
Estavlishment “as 2 21,57,906 22,18,976 
Contingencies ats aes 12,92,453 18,18,238 
Total .«- | 2,97,03,121 | 2,98,96,970 
Increase in new estimate < 1,93,849 
a rh ge rt 
BENGAL AND NAGPORE RAILWAY. 4 
General Abstract, : i 
5 
Sah PARTICULARS, Amount, | REMARK ue 
been! 2 ee? cag 
, TT Oe Te 
Rs. Rs, ~ ait ; 
1 | Preliminary expenses at Rs, 1,000 nd TIO) even, 1 vwepaee 8,65,250 pp Pe Bas 
2 | Land at Rs. 1,100 per mile a6 weteee 4,01,775 Haba ty 
8 ctiou— A 
(a) Earthwork vee « 48, 24,029 + vet 
(6) Bridgework ie +  68,06,943 + We 
(c) Tunnelling ve .» _ 4,14,000 
4 | Level-crossing at Rs. 200 te ave contoy 
5 Piss at Rs. 1,000 Renee on s Bateeh 
6 .» 18,844,298 
Fi Permanent-way Pre one 67,79,562 
8 | Stations and quarters— ; 
_ (a) Station buildings ie «»  8,59,700 
() Machinery ‘an se —--4,20,524 
(c) Staff quarters s3 Sie 2,62,750 


9 Westgesa seems ot Bs, 500 pee willy rer 


ll rare sonny Fy 10,000 eee es 
12 | Esta 10 per cent. on items 1 to 9 AS ali 
18 Contingent en to lL real oe 
































: vent. Preliminary expenses ... 1 | Survey expenses vs | At Rs. 1,000 per mile for} 1,62,000 3 
1 ll 162 miles. Riss? - 
2] Plant. Ald 
3 | Establishment, t . 
II | Land Wee “anton See estimate we Beso om 
“FAT }| Construction of line ...| 1 | Earthwork wu! Ditto ... | 20,08,000 a 
ant: 2 | Minor bridges and flood Ditto ... | 45,94,900 ie 
<tr openings. ‘ “ <a 
Large-bridges_ «| Ditto «| 84,29,000 » ial 
8 | Tunnels . | Nil ba nesids « : 
4 | Level-crossings ... | See estimate oes 26,000 
5 | Fencing +. | At Rs 1,000 per mile .., | — 1,62,000 
6 | Electric telegraph + | At Rs. 800 per mile ...| —1,29,600 
Ballast and permanent- 1 | Ballastin. ... | See estimate «. | 10,16,000 
os pom é 2 | Sloepers : tee Ditto «| 12,19,000 
a Rails, &c., and plate-| At Rs. 16,600 per mile... | 23,89,200 | ae 
Ny ‘ laying. > os 
V | Stations'and buildings ..| 1 {Stations and offices... is 11,86,000 2 
z foe . 2 | Workshops and store| At Rs. 500 per mile... 81,000 
buildings, &c. . 4 
: 3 | Staff quarters «| At Rs. 400 per mile... 64,800 
r 4 | Station machinery «| Included in stations and 
offices. , 
VI | Plant ‘ se | ee | Includes all sub-heads.., | For whole line «| 4,900,000 - a 
WIT | Rolling-stock | « | Ineludes everything ...| For whole line, at! 16,20,000 “oy 
B sal 10,000 per a Sadies ances 
‘ . lishment ees toh repih 0 per cent. on oll items 12,626 Rt: 
A AnR Batablisheoen except Vi and VIL. a. 
~ IX | Contingencies Fe MET AA 6 per cent. on all ex 9,57,312 i 
; a =. ‘ establishment, - ay 
2,18,16,187 Pa 
ga Tiga FF 4 por 
<r B. a 3 
- Abstract Estimate of the cost of the first 95 miles of the Nagpore Railway from Silerampore Bos 
to bugni. ‘ ae 
. ¥ Beer 
—————— EEE EET EET oe Rec 
Rr a k l yu 
Quantity.| Rate. | Per | Amount. | Total. yy 
seas 
Pre 
Pe 
Miles. Rs. Rs. ia 
ae 
95. 1,000 Mile 95,000 ee. 
95 1,100 do. 3,04,500 ie 
al = 






SUpeaeed Roa pieese 11,00,2438 
eccvve | 21,238,675 
19,000 
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advantages beyond communication with the navigable 











meen eT a cee LIGA. Sie 
: Private Traffic. tet ined 
“Wy 
April 1882... hs 683 10,599 2,468,942 9 4 
May > eve ons see 11,170 809,994) oo 
June ” eee oo ne 14,489 3,65,953 ; * ‘ 
July 55 eae Pe be 15,080 3,79,094 sy 
Augt st ” eee oe * 15,0838 8.51,901 
September 0 Ws eas im 15,978 4,008,482 
October $3 “oe Ss ka 20,807 2,98,367 
November © ane ne eee 19,093 $,30,316 
December oy oat Ais se 14,526 8,02,576 
January 1883... ase oe 16,528 818,298 
February es sine ane ake 15,789 2,17,423 
March ie oss oe oes 12,116 885.621 
Total soe 18],2538 88,64,967 ae | 
Government Transport Service... eee 147,789 8,758 ; 


Granp ToraL sis 329,042 88,68,725 





Report on the Calcutta-Midnapore-Chyebassa alternative of the Bengal-Nagpore Railway. 


Dated Hazaribagh, the 17th July 1883. 


From—F. J. E. Sprino, Esq., Executive Engineer, Hazaribagh, 
To—The Engineer-in-Chief, Bengal, Nagpore Railway Surveys. - 

Submit report.—I have the honour to submit a report upon the Calcutta-Midnapore- 
Chyebassa alternative of the Bengal-Nagpore Railway, 

Route reconnoitered.—In compliance with your instructions, 1 made a reconnaissance of — 
the route from the junction with the Bilaspore-Sitarampore survey to Midnapore, taki 
aneroid observations for levels, and measuring waterways, Sufficient information was avail« > | 
able from the Canal Department about the remainder of the route between Midnapore and 
Howrah, for the purpose of this report, to render further reconnaissance uanecessary, bia 

Information hitherto available —Nothing has hitherto been known of the Chpabiest mone 
Midnapore portion of the route. The Miduapore-Oalcutta portion is thoroughly well known, 
aud has been levelled over in every direction. No surveys have, it is believed, hitherto been = 
made for crossings for the Damooda and Roopnarain rivers at this portion of their course; 
but I have now got sections of these rivers, as wellas of the Cossye, from the Executive 
Engineer, Cossye Division, Midnapore, 4 , 

General direction —Leaving the Bilaspore-Sitarampore route at the 270th mile from. _ 
Bilaspore, the general direction of the route to be now reported on in-as follows :— ~ite 4 

Running eastward till the 277th mile, the line beuds to the south-east tillthe Korkai 
river, an important branch of the Subanrika, is crossed at the 284} mile near the villages 
of Dindli and Jagsoli. The general direction of the route is now south-east, and the village 
of Domjori having been passed on the north side, the Subanrika river is crossed at miles 209} ~ 
near the village Chondorekha. The line thea passes close to Moholia, and about amile 
north-east of Ghatsilla, whence, turning southward, it passes about « mile north-Gast of 
Narsingarh, then north of Pira hill to Chakulia. At the 827th mile the, Midoapore district 
is entered, and the route istolerably straight, and eastward throngh Jambandi, where at 
mile 836 the Dholang nallab, a large branch of the Subaurika, is crossed: From Jambandi_ 
the line goes east to Midnapore, crossing the Cossye at mile 351, and reaching Midnapore 
at mile 865. Passing Midnapore close on the north side, the line bends a few degrees 
the northward, so as to avoid a great bend of the Cossye; the Pilaspai khal, a broud spi 
that runs into the Cossye, is crossed at mile 880; thence running a few 8 sout 
large nullah or kball, the Durbachats, is avoided, and passed at the 894th mil 












fo kver? , e. At mile 
the Roopnarain river is reached, and crossed .at a point where it is narrowest, about 
miles above Kola Ghat, where the Oalcutta-Midnapore road crosses. The Damooda 1 
crossed at mile 406, at a narrow place about three miles up-stream from Mahishreka g! 
where the road crosses. Thence the line turns a few degrees northward, and crossing round 
outside Howrah enters the terminus, and ends at the 482ud mile from Bilaspore. = 

The four-mile-to-the-inch map, shewing the route in « broad red: li this. 
report. A portion of the Bilaspore-Sitarampore route is.also shewu 1 
a thick dotted line, a possible alternative south of Midnapore, 
























junction with the Bilaspore-Sitarampore survey, to mile 2844, the 
crossing, a large number of nullahs tributary to the Sanjai and Korkai, are crossed ; 
hence, the country being very rough, it is impossible to follow anything like a eontour. 
Owing to the frequency and depth of the nullahs the gradients will probably be rather up- . 
, wo. AN 





The average banks and cuttings on these 14} miles will be about 10 feet ; the soil is ar. 
all gravelly clay and easy to work. A 
There will be the following bridges:—Khori nallah at mile 270}, 80 feet bridge ; 8 
Murkum nullah, mile 280, 40 feet bridge, besides 100 feet of minor bridging, and about a 
feet of small culverts. e% 
Korkai N.—At mile 284} the Korkai river is crossed; the bridge would require 450 = 

feet of waterway, with piers 50 feet above bed, and 10 feet foundations in sand over rock. ‘ si. | 


Rock sites for two piers to support three 150 feet spans would probably be found at surface 
on survey. The nullah runs in a deep valley, so that down-and-up grades will be necessary. 
The actual height of the banks is 40 feet, and they are of sandy clay. 

Korkai to Subanrika,—¥rom mile 284}, the Korkai crossing, to mile 299}, the Suban- 

rika, fewer nullahs are crossed than on the pervious section, because the line is more or less 
on a level watershed for the greater portion of the distance, In the first three miles beyond 
the Korkai, there is an ascent of 150 feet on to the watershed opposite Kalimati village. 
This involves three miles of 1 in 100. The village of Vomjori is passed at the 292nd mile. 
A considerable branch of the Subanrika, the Gurrha, the valley of which is some 30 miles in 
length, runs between Domjori and the Subanrika, parallel with the line, and about a mile off 
to the south. The earthwork on this portion will be eight miles of 8 feet banks and cuttings 
in clay, three miles of 5-feet bunk and cuttings in hard moorum and shales, and four miles of 
5-feet bauk in ordizary clay. The waterways will consi-t of about 60 feet of minor bridging 
and 50 feet of small culverts. There will be no difficulty about gradients; after once the 
ascent from the Korkai is accomplished the gradients will be very flat. 

Subanrika,—The Subunrika river is crossed at mile 299}. It will require 600 feet of 
waterway, that is, three spans of 200 feet resting on piers 60 feet high, on foundations oni 
sunk 20 feet in sand and resting on rock. 

Subanrika N, to Narsingarh.-From the Subanrika crossing to mile 315, Narsingarh, 
the line runs more or less parallel to the Subanrika, and about two or three miles away 
from it. A large number of considerable nullahs are consequently crossed, and as the 
intermediate ridges are generally high, the work on this portion will be heavy, and the 
gradients will ascend and descend. The existing road between Chyebassa and Midnapore 
meets the line near the Subanrika crossing, and gets on to a lot of high ground half way 
between Moholia and Ghatsilla, and then descend some 180 feet into the bed of the Bhatai 
nuliah at Ghatsilla, This fall will be avoided by taking the line about a mile-and-x-half on 
the north-east of Ghatsilla ; |}utthe ground is everywhere very rough. On this section of 
15% miles the earthwork will consist of—Subanrika to Moholia 2$ miles, 5 feet banks in 
clay ; Moholia to Ghatsilla seven miles of 12 feet banks and cuttings through hard clay and 
moorum ; Ghatsilla to the Khorsoti N. two miles of 10 feet banks and cuttings through 
quartz ridges, shales and laterite ; Khorsoti N. to Narsingarh four miles of 8 feet banks and 
cu sin hard clay. The bridging on this section will consist of one 190 feet bridge 
overt the Khborsoti, one 80-feet bridge over the Punsa, one 70 feet bridge over the Bhatai, 
one 60 feet bridge over the Kondor, besides some 65 feet of minor bridges and 100 feet of 
small culverts. 

Narsingarh to Chakulia.—From Narsingarh, mile $15, to Chakulia, mile 325, the 
ground is considerably disturbed by a local hill called Pira, ‘The line passing on the north 
of Pira, ascends a local watershed dividing a set of nullahs which flow into the Subaurika 
from another set flowing east iuto the Dholang nullahs, a tributary of the Subanrika, to be 
crossed by the line further on. The general character of the country is high undulations, 

parated by deep nullahs and ravines. The earthwork of this section will cousist of 10 
miles of 10 feet banks ana cuttings in hard clay. The bridging will be one 60 feet bridge 
oyer the Sindiri nuilah, and one 40 feet over the Gandrupi nullah, with 60 feet of minor 
bridging and 50 fect of small culverts. The ieuts will, on account of the undulatory 
character of the ground, be a good deal up-and-down. 








to Jombandi.— next 10-mile section, from Chakulia, mile 325, to Jambandi 
5; 18 h a country whose formation consists, like the last, of high rolling downs ; 

s naturally. very unfavourable: cade 3 but as this section lies principally on a a 
he waterways required will be trifling. The earthwork will be about 10 miles 3% 
cs and cuttings in hard clay. The waterways will cousist of about | 00 ieet of 4 
> | 







as sheongh donee ernest si} jungle. rate] 

i i oo ambandi, mile 835, pie Cossye premivaite 351, * 

16 miles, the | crossing the Dholaug n can be located so as to Pre | 
on a watershed. For the f ight miles the earthwork will be 8 feet banks 

x , and for the last iles 6 feet bauks in ordinary cluy. 
mil | feet of bridging, 30 leet above bed, 

remaining waterways on this section. . 

a mile, and about 250 feet of minor, 
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—At the mi ssye river is 

piers 85 feet high, foun probably 60 feet in sand. careful 
necessary to find the best crossing for the Cossye. I have put it at 49 - 
from the Chyebassa-Midnapore road-orossing, where 800 feet of watcrway will be sufficient, 
pier roud-crossing being unbridged was naturally selected for its breadth and consequent — 
shallowness, Ne 

It is there about 1,400 feet wide; Imut that 800 feet of waterway is not insufficient 
is proved by cross-sections of two sites 50 miles apart—one opposite Midnapore, and the 
other 50 miles further down-stream, and both on the Bombay-Calcutta road ; in the first 
the breadth at highest flood-level is 750 feet, and the greatest depth 20 feet, and inthe latter 
the highest flood breadth is 800 feet, and greatest depth 80 feet. These and other cross- 
sections were given me by the Executive Engineer, Cossye Division. ' a 

Cossye N to Midnapore.—¥rom the Cossye river, mile 351, to Midnapore, mile 365, 


a length of 14 miles, the country is easy and level. The first five miles are in the Cossye 
valley and very level ; bat a good deal of local drainage into the Cossye is crossed, The 
latter nine miles are on a tolerably level plateau, and almost ona watershed. As the general 3 
level of this high ground is some 60 to 80 feet above the Oossye valley, there will be an — ~ 
ascent at about the 356th mile, It would be possible to avoid this high ground by following | | 


generally the course of the Chyebassa-Midnapore rond, and remaining down in the) Cossye 
valley, but much more waterway would be required ; and at one point, near Midnapore, 
where the plateau projects into the river, there would be some heavy work. If it’ were any 
object to connect the railway with the vavigation canal, the preferable site for the Midua- 
pore station would be south of the town and on the river bank ; or better still, the align- - 
ment from Jambaudi should go south of the Cossye river, as shewn by the thin dotted line ; 
but if, as is more probable. the railway and canal would serve for entirely different purposes, 
the latter continuing to carry grain to the Hooghly from Midoapore, the best site‘for 
the station would be close to the north of Midnapore on the high ground. The average 
work on this section of 14 miles will be five miles of 6-feet banks in. ordinary clay, 
one mile of 10 feet banks and cuttings in hard clay and moorum, and eight miles of 4 feet 
bank inclay. ‘he bridging would be 200 feet of 10 to 20 fect bridging, and 150 feet 
of small culverts. “ 
General remarks —The previous paragraphs give all necessary information for a pre- 
liminary rough estimate for the 95 miles from the junction with the Bilaspore-Sitarampore 
survey to Midnapore. An approximately correct aneroid section of the route can hereafter 
be given, but the observations have not as yet been worked out: There will, however, be. 4 
no difficulty about getting over the ground with 1 in 100 as the ruling gradient. The first 
70 miles of the country can be very well compared with the portion of the Bilaspore- 
Sitarampore live between Rangadeh and the Bamni river, except that the gradient will 
not be so continuously downwards, ty 
Midnapore to Howrah.—With reference to the remaining 67 miles from Midnap 
to Howrah, the only information I am able to give is what I could gather from the Collec, 
tor and Executive Engineer at Midnapore. The graJlients over this portion of thé 
route will be practically level; bheels and large areas of flooded country, and spills from 
large rivers, and the chances of the frequent bursting of any of the very numerous embank- 
ments, will be the principal difficulties to be contended with. It will be impossible to) ip 
calculate, and difficult to estimate, the amount of water to be allowed for in«these spills 
and floods, the flood-opening question will ‘probabiy be solved by the practical, but 
expensive, method of throwing up the bank, and waiting to see to what extent and at what 
places it is breached. a 5 
The net-work of bunds which crosses the country in all directions will be a good 
criterion for the height of the bank. 5 ale 
Roopnarain and Damooda.—The Executive Engineer, Cossye Division, was good enough 
to get me sections of the Roopnarian and Damooda rivers where crossed by the Trunk — 
Road. The width of flood-level of both these rivers is surprisingly small, but they are only 
kept from flowing over the whule country by the bunds along boll batiks, which are ke 
up by the Pablic Works Lepartment. The ground-level near both these rivers is only 10 or 
12 feet above mean sea-level. In the case of the Roopuarain the bunds which retain the 
floods are eight feet above the ground surface, In the case of the Damooda the floods rive — 
six feet over the ground surface, and are only retaitied by the bunds, which are 10 feet— 
above the ground. whe Bae Aire 
Roopnarain.—The width between the embankments of the Roopnarain is 1,700 fer 
but judging from other sections and caloulations, which seé further on, tn dee ch 
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river must be crossed by 5.500 fect of bridging. The maximum height from ment 
stream to top of embankment is 38 feet, allowing 12 feet more for country- sort 
of a bridge would be 50 feet high. The foundations may be anythi 100 | of 
probably not be considered an excessive estimate. ; Ry eres 
Damooda.—In the section of the Damooda, the width between emban 
feet, and the maximum height from deepest part of stream to top of 
of piers would therefore be 40 fest Foundation: 
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le would probably be greatly improved upon, as they were not taken at selected 
, but where the Trunk roads happened to eross. A site on both rivers, about three 


miles up-stream from the road, would appear, from the inch-to-the-mile maps, to be the best 


~ erossing. The height of tidal or cyclonic wave is an important matter so vear the sea, 


t - but I presume that the engineers who designed the embankments knew all about 


_ that. ‘ 
-.. . Banks between Midnapore and Howrah.—1 do wot think an average of 12 feet banks for 
the whole of this 67 miles an excessive estimate, because for many miles at a time over the 
- inundated areas the banks will probably average 15 feet. The soil will be ordinary rice 
» btay. 
Nea CSaterecye—2The estimate I can make for the minor waterways will necessarily be 
very vague. rom mile 865 to mile 875, there will probably be 200 feet of 
- bridging, 20 feet high, over large khalis, and 800 feet of minor culverts, Between 
_ miles 875 and 885 there will be 800 feet of bridging, 30 feet high, over the 
. N, and 400 feet of minor openings. From mile 885 to 395, I estimate one 100— 
feet bridge, 20 feet high, over the Voper khall, and 400 feet of minor openings; from mile 
895 to mile 402, say, 200 fect of cuiverts ; between the 402nd and the 406th miles are the 
Roopnarain atid Damooda rivers; from the Damooda into Howrah, mile 482, the bridging 
would probably be as calculated in the following pages of notes upon the Roopnarain and 
» Damiooda spill-waters. An elaborate survey for these waterways would of course, be required, 
_ but a good idea of them can even now be formed, 





Notes on the waterways required fur the Koopnarain and the Damooda and their overflows. 


Nofes on the Roopnarain and Damooda,—The fall of the ground in the alluvial valley, 
containing these two great rivers, appears to be only some three or four inches per mile. 
Tt is therefore only what might have been expected, that, running as they do parallel to 
each other, and only five to ten miles apart, their flood-waters should get mixed, aud that 
they should overflow through heels and khalls and over the surface of the country into each 
other and into the Hooghly. 

' ‘Without an extensive survey it will be impossible to exactly fix the quantity or the 
location of the bridging required. 

‘We possess, however, sufficient information to enable an engineer to assert that nothing 
less than a certain number of lineal feet will suffice. We are bound to provide for the 
passing off, at no extraordinary velocity or depth, of the drainage of 12,350 square miles of 

~ country between mile 395, the Cossye-Roopnarain watershed, and Howrah terminus, mile 
432. First, to take the case of the Roopnarain, which presents no great difficulties, it 
drains an area of 3,300 square miles, which, using Colonel Dickens’ formula, with so small a 
coefficient as 705, represents a discharge of 305,000 cubic feet per second. I have a 
section, kindly procured for me by the Executive Engineer, Cossye Division, at a point about 
eight miles up-stream from the Trunk road crossing, on which, for a 17 feet flood, there is a 
flood area of 41,878 square feet. This, with above discharge, would give a velocity of 7:28 
feet per second. With so small a fall as three or four inches per mile, we can certainly allow 
of no greater velocity than this through the bridge. The breadth of the river at this site is 
5,500 ieet, and the mean depth 7°6 feet. 

- Of above flood area of 41,873 square feet, a large proportion—16,543 square feet—repre- 
sents water only four feet deep, flowing over the surface of the ground between the edge of 
the main stream and the embankment. 1t would be impossible to throw this 16,543 square 

“feet into the main stream without increasing the velocity to an extent quite inconsisteut 
with the fall of the ground. Deducting this 4,136 feet of shallows, if we were to endeavour 
to throw the whole of the water through the remaining 1,364 lineal feet of main stream, we 
whbald get no very much greater depth, but a much greater velocity—some 11 to 12 feet 
ud—which could not be allowed over the alluvial silt. It therefore seems impossible 
ne ont ah some ig hee pi “reamed the byes o this, or only half 
built on deep well a will depend entirely upon what future borings tell 
eae hotest actual river has been always within its ae deep channel, or erether 
7 dered about anywhere within the 5,500 feet over which its flood now runs. 
while it is safest to estimate for 5,500 feet of bridging, with 100 feet well founds, 
feet high for the Roopnarain river, — 
Ls flag section of the Koopnarain at Koella Ghat, where the Trunk Road 
bel ready consi 
‘Tard rape 














sidered ; but this is not a representative 
ter has mae its way over the country 
nooda. At a point some 140 miles up- 
feeder—the Barrakhur river—its dis- 
ore-Sitarampore survey. The area of 






The discharge ue to this area, 
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. to Raniguuge. This is vot entirely due to custom, but, as the people have frequently. ins 
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The discharge caloulated by the same formula is 654,240 eubie feet per seer 
section of the Damooda, at the Trunk road crossing, the breadth between the embankr 
is only 1,250 feet, and the area of flood Section 12,115 square feet In another seotion, at 
point eight miles farther up-stream, the breadth between embankments is ouly 1,180 feet,an 
the flood area 8,954 feet. If we assume a velocity, the same as was found at the R ain, 
of 7°28 feet, we get a discharge through the main stream of the Damoora of only $8,000>feet,” 
or only about one-cighth of what we know the discharge must be at this poiut, and only one-sixth” 
of what it is accurately known to be where crossed by the Bilaspore-Sitarampore survey, The — 
remainder of the discharge, or 666,000 cubic feet, must find its way through the livesomes 
where between mile 406 and Howrah, A great portion must find its way through khall and —— 
nullahs, which can be seen on the map; but the greatest portion must flow over large areas of 
country iu the form of broad inundations. As the fall of the country iv extremly small;wev 
cannot assume a greater velocity for this flood than 5 feet per second; and if we assume that = 
the water runs 12 feet deep in the khallsand 6 feet deep over the country, we find that ~~~ 


alength of bridging of some 470 feet is required over the khalis, 9,400 feet of minor bridging, — a 
culverts, and floed-openings, and, in addition to this, 1,250 feet of major bridging, with 
40 feet piers over 100 feet wells, would be required for the main channel. Wl Reset Yip Tian! > ] 
Trade.—1 am not in a position to express an opinion of any value upon the question | 
of local trade. 1 can only say that from mile 270 to mile 827 the country may be described 
as a narrow valley covered with jungle, ard having small patenes of oultivation around ‘the — ~ 
villages. The portion between mile 270 and 255 may be described-as a sort’ of “ divide? 
or “watershed,” between the trade which centres on Purulia and that which centres on. y 
Midnapore. This section is then, as might be expected, destitute of roads, The Chyebassa- 
Midnapore road comes in at mile 285; but as far as the commencemeut of the Midnapore 
district, mile 327, it appears to serve no local necessity for traffic, as the villages are small,” 
and scattered through dense jungle. I met nowhere, so far, those dense herds of laden» 
pack-bullocks or sugger-carts to be met with over the Chota Nagpore roads. > Pee Uri | 
After the Midnapore district is entered the country becomes more cultivated, and La Jeans 
is doubtless more grain grown than is consumed locally ; still, as far as mile 350, four-fi Re 
of the country is covered with jungle. In his report on his suggested Gewankhali route, —__ 
Mr. R. H. Wilson, Collector of Miduapore, mentions the traffic to be expected from the rich. 
Bamuuhati velley in Mourbhunj. It seems to me that this traffic will continue to find  —— 
its way, as at present, from its centre, Baripada, vid Sirsa along the Bombay — elgehiet 
into Midnapore direct. Bengal producers consign to small local mahsjuns, who in — _ 
their turn consign to their correspondents in the great trade centres of the \ 
districts; and when once the muahajun’s caravans have been loaded up, it matters 
little to them whether they have to» travel five marches or ten. A precisely similar case. 
is that of Ranigunge, which has long been a great trade centre and the residence of large 
mahajuus; a great trade from Chota Nagpore, which it might have been expected the rail. bret 
way at Barrakpur, or at all events Sitarampore, would have tapped, is actually carted along’ ~” 
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the Trunk road past barrakhur and Sitarampore, aud parallel to the Kast Indian Railway “te 






















told me, to a dislike to the delay aud worry of breaking bulk, and waiting probably, quite 
as many days at the railway station as they would have spent on the extra road-marches, 
Icansay nothing about the traffic between Midnapore and Calcutta, but it must be 
thoroughly well known by the Minapore civil authorities. Wik 

This district, as well as that of Hooghly, must be very rich, and both appear to be 
densely populated east of the town of Midnapore. 

Stations.—The first place where the probability of traffic would suggest a station 
Moholia, at mile 302, where the Cliyebassa road comes in; but as this is 80 miles from § 
station, at the 270th mile of the Bilaspore-Sitarampore survey, it will be necessary toh 
an intermediate station at Susindi, mile 287. It is searcely probable that minor interme 
stations would pay wm this jungle valley. Ghatsilla, at mile 308, is an importent town 
thana and post office, and a resident Rajah; but as owing to the low level of the 
the line must be taken a mile and-a-halt té the north-east, Ghatsilla will ; x 
served by Moholia station, and the next, at mile 815, at Narsi zhi \Ghekulbe 
mile 325, is sal 10 miles further on, it is the junction of several roads, and a 
would perhaps draw traffic. The next possible site would be Jambandi, mile 3 
the Cossye valley, a station at mile 853, opposite Chandra the road stage would be 
sary. The coiintry around here is very rich, and much indigo is grown. Midnapore, 
365, would require a second class station. From Midnapore into Ho freque 
stations ought topay. The following sites would suggest themselves for third class suiti 


Kama!pore, mile 341; Jadupur, mile $95; Khanpur, mile 409; Sankrail 
: eu the Roop , in and 
















Probably avother station at Mandara, mile 404, between the naraio 

world be desirable, ' peeplwilet ie sag bests tert « 
Level-crossing—Vrom mile 270 to mile 350 the inter-vil 

the bridges would very frequently be sufficient for the herds of 

crossing in addition € ery four miles would Bry Ne 

Dade class crossing € two miles would be probably enough, From mile 3 
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road ; mile 3644, at Miduapore station, for the Bankoora road ; and mile 369 for the 
Burdwan and Midnapore road ; that is, five second class crossings. 

Te —. Ballast.—There is abuudant material for cheap ballast from mile 270 to mile 370. 
From mile 370 to mile 432 ballast will have to be burat, aud as fuel is scarce it will be 

ve. 

Building materials.— Brick will probably be the best building material all along the 
~ line; there is no good building stone anywhere, Line and fuel are plentifal for 100 miles 
out of the 162 
te ~~ Sleepers. —SAl timber, suitable for sleepers is plentiful for the first 5% miles; it will be 
ee 








searoer along the next 60; and whatever has been found the cheapest sleepers on the other 
eeronnd Calcutta will probably be used on the remaining 62 miles. 
_~ Land.—The price will vary according to the distance from Caleutta: temporary land 

































- has been put down in the estimate at half the price of permanent land, 
| | Estimate,—Appended is an estimate founded upon this report; according to this the 
cost of the 162 miles comes out as Ks, 2,32,38,000, or Re. 1,435,444 per mile. 
“The rates generally are the same as ou the Bilaspore-Sitarampore survey. 
oa Earthwork Estimate. 
eal Averege 
From wile ms or Quality of soil. Rate, Amount, 
. ank. 
Palio ean — = — a 
les i . | Ite a. ve. Res, 
“270 2n44 1 | Clay ay aH es = 500 1,560,484 
>% 202 8 Do, edie ghteniediae male sian?” hase 6 00 60,780 
th 295} 5 Hoard moorum and shales... ewes 708 16,682 
pe 200 | 6 Clay Seiad Bete STs» Pits en 400 12,673 
rs 82 6 | Do. yeah Wier masy ; 400 8712 
F fee a0 12 Hard olay .., owe as a . 700 136,66 
39 811 10 | Quartz, shales, and laterite ... 15 0 0 64,960 
311 B16 6 tiardeuy? a aan, ais 600 750 
oe BIS 825 | 10 a Sng ae aa ie, ies 68 0 1,387,250 
“R26 B05 8 re ir wtastinn 40 a 600 1,882 
335 B43 8 TWO” Uy eas tant pdb 600 73,500 
: Ms | 851 6 lewd Bee jo as 400 82.10% 
“ 355 6 Me es re owe “ = 400 16,052 
5 a 305, | 68 10 | Nardclay and moorum <., 700 14,784 
850. 808 6 | Clay sae aM # nae kee heady Se 400 96,120 
B65. 432 12 X $88 Sethe fin ees 600 11,20,333 
- ~~ > ie 
4 % yh : Total for Rarthwork os 20,(°8,000 
. 
ye ~ > elaine Estimate for Permanent Land. 
——— eee ESS 





Height of | Width ofland,) Length in 
» bank, f miles. 


oat. Acres, Rate, | Amount, 


Shapes second class at the following places for the main district pe aes 
hyebassa-Purulia road + mile 325, Obyebassa-Midnapore road ; mile 355, Chyebassa- 
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870 | Broken stone and gravel very abundant and not far off —... | Rs, 8 per 100 ft. e500 

= 432 | Brick ballast must be burnt use wets ew Ly 8 Paitve siete va 
Add 10 per cont, for stations ==. aes “ he Be aoe ons 92,500 a 

| | Total for Batlusting sw | 0,BUOO 
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Mile.| Name of River. Waterways 
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frie o, Descarrrion oy Brrver. ser a: Am ut. 








“ne 
80 | Arch Tae RRL Me 800 9,900 at 
40 | Girder a ae On ane 260 14,000 j 
460 Girders on piers 50 feet high, founds 10 feet in sand 400 1,80,000 _ 
ou o 
600 Girders nen piers 60 feet high, founds 20 feet in sand 460 000 as 
over . 1 * 
60 —_| Girders on piers 20 feet high, founds 10 feet on olay ... 350 oO 
70 Dass” Bo foot bate on week in pees 800 21000 
100 Ditto 20 feot high, six foot founds in olay ... 800 40,000 
80 Ditto ditto ditto sf 800 24,000 | 
60 Ditto ditto ditto. 4. 300 0000 
40 Fifteen feet piers, cig Seopes ae << mre oe ae | ard 
200 | Girders on 20 feet high, founds 20 feet in sand 85 70,, 00 ,? 
over A 
60 | Piers pay a high, 10 feot founds peeme> et 800 16,900 4 
800 po yn ad 86 feet high, resting on wells 60 foet 450 8,862,000. , 
sand. A 7 
300 Gisdir ne ive BB:foot hie, 10 feet founds in olay 850 1,05,000 
4 Ditto ~ 60 feet high, resting on wells 100 feet @u0 88,00,000 § 
5,600 tin si . 
1,250. Giedere on: piers 40 fot high, resting on wells 100 fect 600 7,509,000) 
ip ne. — sie 
— ae a 


Total for Major Bridges... saves 61,91,000. “Le 
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. Estimate for Sleepers, 
7 
270 Sl timber 6 8 
370 100,000 | Ditto — ‘ 
"ates Sto 432 124,000 | Samo as used on Central Bengal Railway =... 
Total for Sleepers 
ae . -Parmanent-way Estiscars. 
Rails, fastenings, and plate-la 
162 Miles, at Rs. 16,600 per mile yi r “" ving. os ++» 28,89,200 
462 Miles at Rs. 00 pee salle wat allow for wire fencing for the Calcutta 
vet end and mud-walling through the paee sve ‘as +» 1,62,000 
or Ss . 
162 Miles, at Rs. 500 per mile > “4 wy ae 81,000 
Rolling-stook. 
162 Miles at Rs. 10,000 per mile a one Pe «» 16,20,000 
ear haan i is little enough to allow for the Mtinole ae considering the big 
_ bridges ace av Ze an + 4,00,000 
\ : ’ Electric Telegraph. 
r' bh she x8 Miles at Re 800 per mile ee os one ee 1,29,600 
i r Abstract of Estimate. , 
y 1,62,000 
vs we 8,68,760 
.. wee ane 20,08,000 - 
> §1,91,000 
e 
ty 82,000 i 
1 10,10'000 
2 12,19,000 
23,89,200 , 
1 4,86,000 4 
2 81,000 
4 ime 
line ge ites 4,00,000 4 
evaii-s line at Re. 10,900 per af 
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No, 4091, dated Purulia, the 7th May 1883, — patents 
—H. H. Riser, Esq., Offy. De: uty Commissioner of Manbhoom 

The Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal, Publi Works Dept. (Railway Branch.) 

int reference to Government order No. 44724, dated 16th December 1882, deputing 

me oh special duty to enquire into the trade of Chota Nagpore as affecting the prospects = 

of the proposed railway from Sitarampore to the Central Provinces, I have the ponent ah 

submit a report on the subject with two maps—one illustrating the general course of trade 

in Chota Nagpore, and the other sbewing the places where limestone has been discovered 
in the neighbourhood of the Barrakur Iron Works. : . 

2. The submission of the report has been delayed, partly by difficulties in obtaining ~ 

detailed statistics of the trade of the East Indian Railway, partly by the labour of compiling — 










the statistics of local registration from badly-written vernacular reports, and partl press 

of work thrown upon me after taking charge of this district, oe POeny q ‘ 
8. If the report is deemed worthless for statistical purposes, 1 would ask that it ma “ 

be remembered that in a demi-official letter to Mr, Levinge, written in December, I pointed 

out the extreme difficulty of obtaining any statistics whatever, wnd generally deprecated my = 


deputation on duty, the results of which were not likely to bear any reasonable proportion 
to the time spent on fruitless enquiries. I believe the report exhausts ail existing sout ; 
of information, but it is doubtfal whether any one who knows the Chota Nagpore Di 
well will accept those parts of it which deal with quantities as fairly representing the real 
trade, At the same time, without going into mere guess-work, it is difficult to see how the | 
quantities can be raised ; and therealways remains the ergument that, if the avowed objec’ 

of the railway is to create a trade, it is illogical to ask for statistics of that which ew hypothest 

does Lot yet exist. | 


Report on the trade of Chota Nagpore in its bearing on the proposed Railway from Sitorampore a 
to the Central Provinces. 


1. Plan of this Report.—An attempt will be made in this reports to deseribe the 
general character of the country included in the Chota Nagpore Jvivision ; its mineral and 
agricultural products ; the mar's at which the trade of the area is collected, and the routes by . 
which it is conveyed. Having thus indicated roughly the resources of the country asa 
whole, I shall proceed to discuss in detail the chief articles with which its trade is concerned, 
and shall endeavour to frame from such data as are available an approximate estimate of 
the probable trade on the proposed railway from Sitarampore on the East Indian line to 
Nagpore in the Central Provinces, during the first few years of its existence. With the “ 
through traffie which may be looked for between the Central Provinces and Calcutta, I shall " 
not attempt to deal, nor shall I concern mysglf with /oca/ trade, properly so called, between 
places situated within Chota Nagpore. ‘ 

2. Character of the country.—The Chota Nagpore Division is a pear-shaped tract of ~_ 
hilly and undulating country, forming three successive steps from the high lands of ‘nme 
Central India to the alluvial plains of Bengal. On the extreme west of the division the 
Tributary States, a confused mass of hills, ravines, and plateau, project like a wedge into’ ve 
Rewa and Central Provinces, sending up streams on the north towards the Soneand _ 
the river system of Behar, and on the, south towards Orissa and the Bay of Bengal. Itis 
believed tnat, at a remote geological period, the eutire country now included inthe ~— 
Tributary States formed a uniform table-land, elevated about 3,600 feet abovethe sea, 
Traces of such a state of things are to be found in the flat-topped hills, locally knownas 
pats, several of which mark the descent from the Siate of Sirgoojah into the British 
district‘of Lobardugga. ‘The combined action of rivers, wind, and rain has long since broken 
up the original plateau into a hill system so complicated us to render it impossible to define iW 
the physical features of the Tributary States with minute precision, ‘soot tee a 

8. Lohurduyga District.—The district of Lohurdugga, forming the central and noxth- 
western portion of the division, comprises three tracts of country which differ essentially  _ 
in ser and physical conformation—Chota Nagpore proper, the five pergunnahs b 
on Manbhoom, and the sub-division of Palamow. Chota Nagpore proper, as disti aN: sey 
from the Commissioner’s Division bearing that name, is an elevated table-land tuated — 
about 2,100 feet above the sea, an occupying the central and southern portion of Lok 
district. he five pergunnahs on the east resemble in -most respects the adjoinir 
of Manbhoom, Their average elévation is about 1,000 feet less than we 
On the ene the tab spot 3 falls away into the sub-division of Palamow, whit 
extends on the north to Behar the Mirzapore district of the North-West Provinces. 

Palo po the North-W, Provinces. 
























On the east and south, consists of spurs thrown off from the plateawof 
bagh and Chota Nagpore proper; while the rest of the sub-division is m-tangl 
isolated peaks and long stretches of broken hills. The average | 
country 1s about 1,200 feet above sea level, but the surface is wilder and. 
rock and-jungle than in Chote, Searore proper, and there are no level. ares 
except'the valleys of the land Amanat, to which rice eultive 
ni =; - i a we -—On the north and 
plateau 9 tises” 
plateau, which is. ete i 









limited arn, wil the et of dhe: Actes Ban shoe v 


aio sea level. The northern Sortion of Honetberie 


d by hil fm the lains of Gya district, which 
ct iow = gal mae level of rng oth - Bi 
here pune District,—Due east er Tohardugea, « and south-east of Hazaribagh, the" 
nbhoom forms the last o- in the gradual descent from the high land of 
ia to the delta of Bengal. Here the undulations of the surface become less 
rp me follow each other at longer intervals than in Loherdugga and Hazaribagh ; 

a tracts of considerable extent are of more frequent occurrence. In the central 

and ea n portions of the district the country is open and consists of rolling-downs, 
and there with isolated conical hills. ‘Phe average elevation Janel be taken at 
800 | gaa sea level, 

\» 6. Singbhoom VDistriet.—The south-eastern oorner of the division is oceupied by the 
district of Singbhoom, an elevated bas'n shut in onthe north, west, and south by the spurs 
of the Chota Nagpore plateau and the hills of the Orissa Tributary States, and imperfectly 

| on the east towards the district of Midnapore. Chyebassa, in the centre of the district, 

‘jg about 700 feet above the sea; but the surrounding ranges of hills are considerably higher. 

 %, Geological character. —The prevailing geological formations of tie Chota Nagpore 

Division belong to the metamorphic o1 granite and gneiss series, and to the sub-meta- 

one or slate and quartzite series. Coal-bearing shales and sandstones occur over the 
area, except in the district of Singbhoom, frequently in conjunction with iron, stone, 

8 ;, and hematite. The known coal-fields of the division, and some of their more 

important characteristics, are shewn in the following table :— 
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1 
2 | Bier Er Sirgoojah State 0) 4000) 
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Ditto 200 Anh a4 
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C, ) nn hoe (d) Worked by Enst 
vaneee 7 x Arh M onerse | Indian Railway, 
3 toe | 
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oo The Jhevia field.—Of the coalefields enumerated above only two have any 
bearing upon ‘the prospeete of the raihway from Sitarampore—the Jheria eoal- 
=e 15 on the list), and tithe Hingir coal-field (No. 4 on the list). The greater portion 
- ofthe Sheria field lies‘north ofthe river Dampoda in the sub-division of Govindpore. Its 
f east towest is about 18 miles, its greatest breath from north to south being 
Ate south-eastern corner, marked by the village of ‘Tasra on the north bank of the 
2 oe sh wot pao Thevets a village between Purulia and Raghunathpore, 
There would be little difficulty in constructing a ~ coal 
‘traversed by the existing road from ts 
and hardly any bridging would be 
nall streams draining into 
‘across the river on a enpceeey rary bridge, © 
s, Of that part of the field whieh is situated 
belong s to the zemindar of Jheria and the 
r under the charge of the Court of Wards. 
he * lying about 12 miles 
jah of Pachete. a the 
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‘value. It is doubtfal indeed whether limestone can be 






: onbiteas be carefully worked ont, cotumcaliae 
railway is sanctioned. It may be ga from the geo rts that the Jhe 
field presents special facilities for cheap cae a coal is very near the 
and the strata dip at unusually small angle to the horizo cores aR 


field situated partly in the Chota Nagpore Tributary State of Gangpur, and partl 


n. woe 
- 9. The Hingir field.—The line will pass through the southern portion of the Hingie 
state of Raigurh in the Central Provinces. In ssing 


me : wae 

> erie enna) Barrey of India, ¢he probable economic value of this field, Mr. V. Balt Tihies 

ee y. R. 8, remarks*:—“ The seams which are exposed in 
the portion of the field at present under description are neither very numerous nor 
individually of promising quality ; but it must be remembered that the coal measure = 
rocks are not only as a whole very slightly disturbed from their original horizontal 4 


position, but are much covered by superficial deposits, and that there is a complete — 34) 
want of sections which might shew the succession of beds constituting the Sine). ee 
true or even approximate value of the field therefore can only be ascertained by Bett > a 
In the meantime it may safely be asserted that there is a fair prospect of this field : = 
to be of considerable value.” me 


are about to be experimentally worked by Government, has been published in the Gazette of 
India, and 1 need not attempt to discuss the prospects of the scheme. A copy of a map oy 
prepared by Ritter von Schwarz, the Engineer in charge of the works, shewing the plac " 
where iron-ore, limestone, and coal occur in the immediate neighbourhood of the iron ‘works, 
is annexed to this report. The probable demand on the railway for carriage of manufac 
iron, limestone, and lime is roughly estimated in paragraph 75 below. my 
11. Copper in Singbhoom.—In 1854 the copper veins and mines of Singbhoom, worked 
in pre-historic times by @ ple whom local tradition alleges to have been Jains, were 
described by Captain J. C. Haughton in the Asiatic Society’s Journal. His paper attracted — 
the notice of two Calcutta merchants, who engaged Mr. Emil Stohr, a skilled mining 
geologist, to make investigations. In 1857 a company was started, and fine raw ore was °~— 
turned out, at the rate of from 1,200 to 1,300 owts. a month, and delivered in 
Calcutta by way of Purulia and Raneegunge. From the first the enterprise was conducted 
on too expense a scale. A high mining rent was paid, and a foundry with a steam-engine was 
erected at great cost before their was ore enongh to supply it. In 1859 the company w: 
dissolved, and the buildings and machinery sold at a nominal price. In 1862 a gece ni 
company was formedwonly to be dissolved in 1864, without having paid even their 
rent for the two years during which they worked. : 
12. The copper ores are described by Mr. V. Ball, r.n.s., a8 occurring ina zone of 
schists forming the northern flank ofa broken spur of hills thrown off from the plateau 
of Chota Nagpore. Measured along thestrike, these copper-bearing rocks extend in an 
easterly and south-easterly direction for nearly eighty miles. The metal occurs both in 
lodes and as a desposit disseminated through the materials which compose the schists, 
There is no reason to believe that the supply of ore has been exhausted either by the ancient ~” 
miners or by recent workings. The failure of the two European companies, is fully — 
accounted for by the unhealthiness of the climate, the bad means of commysten Std Mam 
the scanty supply of fuel and lime. ‘Within the last 20 years the wholesale clearing of 
jungle has materially improved the climate ; while the railway passing through the copper 
aring rocks may be relied on either to supply the means of reducing the ore on thie spot, — 
or to convey it to any place selected for the establishment of a foundry. - gies ke 
13. Copper in Manbhoom.—Copper is believed to occur also near Dhadka in Man- 
bhoom, about 35 miles to the east of the proposed line ; but no scientific account of the - 
deposits has been published, and I have no means of determining their probable value. — 
Lead containing a large proportion of silver is said to have been found in the same 
neighbourhood. Neca] 
14. Minerals in Hazaribagh—In Hazaribagh lead of good quality has been i 
scattered nodules, but the sources of the metal have not been traced. Tin, i 
antimony have been worked at various times, both by Europeans and Native mg 
moderate success. A company has recently been started to work copper mines at B 
near Giridi in Hazaribagh, and their shares ‘are now quoted at a premium. Mica 


10. ron and Limestone.—An elaborate report on the iron works at the Gate } 






















many in the north of Hazaribegh district, where some mines, long managed on 
w system by natives, have recently been i out by European oe min 
As none of the minerals found in Hazaribagh are likely to be carried by the Sitara 


Nagpore Kailway, 1 need not discuss at length the conditions under which t 
‘worked, I will merely remark that, in the event of the Patna-Gya State 
ing extended through Palamow along the Damooda valley to Purulia, the irom 
coal of pergunnah pura, south-west of Hazaribagh, vor come to be of 
n be fo in sufficient 
support large iron works, but this point does not seem to have been very 
into. , it Be ’ so 
15. Potstones.—The trade in potstone plates is said to have inc 
years. Its chief centre is Pateoom in the south-west corner of the district. 
the railway will probably stimulate the demand for these heavy ar oles, . 
stone is said to be unlimited. The following remarks on th ‘ect. are ‘extr 
paper on Manbhoom district by Mr, V. Ball :-—*‘ Chioritie 
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S on the other into serpentinous rocks, occur not uncommonly in the sub. 

hic, and somewhat less frequently in the metamorphic series. In building, the 
rarieties of this material have only been used on a small scale for ornamental purposes, for 
which some of them, as being tough and at the same,time easily carved, are particularly 
suited. They are more extensively employed in the manufacture of altars, in idols, plates 
‘and bowls. In the southern part of Manbhoom, on the frontiers of Singbhoom, there are 
numerous workings which generally take the form of narrow mines, but are deserted during 





. the rains. From these mines a considerale quantity of stone is annually extracted ; the 


blocks are roughly dressed to the shape required, be it for linyam plate or bowl. They are 
then fixed in a rude lathe, cut into form, pi | finished with a smooth surface. When finished 
they are carted off to Burdwan, where they are in great demand, and a portion are sent on 
to Calcutta fur sale. One class of the varieties used stands fire well, while the other does 


~ not. The former is of course the most esteemed by the natives. The cracking of the latter 


is probably due to the water in combination in the more chloritie varieties which becomes 
released on the application of heat. In many of the ancient temples in Chota Nagpore, 
images made from this material are met with. 

16. Forests,—The gradual spread of cultivation, the incessant demand for railway - 
sleepers, and the practice of girdling the tree for resin, have combined to denude the 
districts of Hazaribagh, Lohardugga, and Manbhoom of most of their valuable sAl forests, 
Extensive jungles still remain coalsared in these districts, but nearly all the trees big 
enough to muke sleepers have been thinned out, and little besides saplings is left. Forest 
reserves have been formed by Government in the north-west of Hazaribagh, in the south of 

ow, and in the western corner of Singbhoom, and throughout the division the 
landholders are now beginning to establish small reserves locally known asrakhwats. These, 
however, are not worked on any regular system; their boundaries are usually ill-defined, 
and the conflicting claims of the landlord and the villagers are a fruitful source of litigation 
in the criminal courts, A scheme for preserving the private forests of Chota Nagpore has 
recently been under consideration by Government. Forest officers were deputed to 
examine the forests, but it is believed that, except in Singbhoom, which has only been 
resorted to for sleepers within the Jast two or three years, andin the south of Lohardugga 
the private forests of the division contain little timber worth preserving. In the Tributary 
States the original forests are still virtually untouched. Cart-roads do not exist, and the 
rivers cannot be used for floating timber. Here the proposed railway will open out an 
enormous area of virgin forest which, if properly worked, ought to meet almost any demand 
for an indefinite period. . 

17. Agriculture. Rice cullivation.—The system of agriculture followed in Chota Nag- 
pore is determined, particularly in the case of rice, by the physical conformation of the 
country. This consists mostly of long undulating ridges between which the drainage rans off 
to join the large streams. The lower slopes of these ridges, and the swampy ground 
between, supply the only land on which a wet rice crop can be raised. The soil is, in the 
first instance, brought under cultivation by cutting level terraces out of the hill side, a 
small bank to hold up water being left round the edge of each plot. The hill sides, thus 
treated, present the appearance of a series of steps, varying from one to five feet in height; 
and when the slopes are too steep for terracing, or the soil too stony for cultivation, the 
hed of the stream is banked up and made into one long, narrow rice-field. 

18. Oilseeds and other upland crops.—Wheat, barley, various kinds of millet, Indian- 
corn, marua, pulses, oilseeds, sugarcane, betel-nut, cotton, tobacco are cultivated on the 
higher levels of the surface where the rice terraces leave off. In Hazaribagh and Chota 

< Nagpore proper, tea is grown by European planters on lands 
~ of this class, In 1880-81 thirty-six tea plantations had 
been opened in the two districts. The gross yield for that year is reported as 237,666 


19. Agricultural statistics.—Attempts were made at the time of the revenue survey, 
about 20 years ago, to record the area actually under cultivation, and to distinguish 
between cultivable and uncultivable waste. Conjectural estimates of the area under parti- 
cular crops’ have been framed at various times by the district officers. Non of these statistics 
can claim tobe even approximately accurate. Within the last 20 years the cultivated 
area has been continually extended, and it frequently happened that the survey ofa 
particular village was made at a time when there were no crops on the ground. Again, 
owing to the vature of the country, it is in many cases difficult to say whether a 
given plot of land is cultivable or not; and steep slopes which have the most sterile 

wrapce are eyene 47 terraced into rice lands, Althqugh no estimate of the area of 
ultivable waste wo 


i . It may even be hoved that emigrants from the overcrowded districts of Behar 
Will not only break up fresh land, but also introduce improved methods of agriculture. 
enquiries into the cultivation of ein Manbhoom have shewn that the local 

both in their system of tillage, and in their 


ae only w. any improvement on the 
by middlemen from Behar,» 





d possess the smallest statistical value, there can be little doubt that ~ 
the opening out of the country by the railway will be followed by an enormous extension of 
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~ Manbhoom “a Aa .-0-5 aanoaiaiies + 1,058,028 
-  Singbhoom AY m +» 8,758 453,775 ite | 
“> ‘Tributary States =... ts .- 16,054 678,002 eH 
Total .. 48,026 4,903,991 
ay * 21, Strength of the aboriginal element,—The details of the census of 1881 have not + — 
ass, ‘been published, but it may be noted that, of the population recorded in the previous 
am us of 1872, 54 per cent. Seraed to aboriginal or semi-aboriginal races. Taking the 
a division as a whole, we may fairly assume that at least 50 per cent. of the population are 
ey ore or less of aboriginal descent, No difficulty therefore need be anticipated in procuring 
= - ‘cheap labour for the earthwork of the new railway, even in the most unhealthy parts of the — 
B p. The aborigines of Chota Nagpore are conspicuous for their immunity from twelarious 
F fever, and it is mainly by labourers of this class, imported into Assam, that new tea gardens =” 
aa are opened out in that unhealthy province, 
‘ 22. Exports and Saprrncths chief exports of the Chota Nagpore Division are the 
aa following :— 
a Rice .. Chiefly from Manbhoom and Singbhoom. 
a Indian-corn .» Chiefly from Manbhoom, 
As Wheat +» From Hazribagh, 
; Mung (phaseolus mungo). : i 
ia Pulses -.< Urid (pashcolus rowburghii) known as biri in Manbhoom, 
oe Gram (cicer arietinum) from Hazaribagh. int 
f : op aathanten s ' 
Vis . sesamum orientale), 
a : Oilseed Tisi—linseed. ) | 
ie \s ja (guizotea oleifera.) coh nc - ME 
i Cotton oe Only from Palamow. Ee | 
Le Tiw <e ih RE fi 
te sai om a \ From South Lohardugga and North Singbhoom. 
itt Chope -» Or rope made of jungle fibre. 
Babui .. String made of babui grass. 
Tasar silk ..  Manbhoom and Hazaribagh. ’ 
Tasar cocoons, eee | 
Hides. 
Horna, ; 
Shellac .. From Lohardugga and’ Manbhoom, 
¢ Ghee .. Manbhoom, Hazaribagh, and Palamow. mart: 
Tea .. Hazaribagh and. Lohardugga. a4 Oma 
Jungle products, : ~" 
Petals of the mohua tree. ap = 
Catechu, ee ‘2 
Resin, ‘ 
Btick-lac. tern bicoe | 
Dye substances of various kinds. ot 
ax. \ pie bes igtive 
Gallouts (haritaki). C0 pier 
~. Qoal from Manbhoom and Hararibagh. Pee, ee 
_ Iron from Hazaribagh and Lohardugga.. peawiaare: by ites 
Mica from Hazaribagh. 5 ‘ 
* The chief imports are— “$s 
European piece-gv0cs, | ies 
Euro twist, 
Blankets, 
' _ 
Wey ee Bplces, » 
me." > ih. - Betel-nut, 
=. $ on. 
- own 
pet >. Umbrellas, 
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the Central Provinces’ ahd Orissa, oe 
ugh the bordering ranges which mark the " = = 
ie méin currents of export trade, like the mais  . «— 








eee oye the plains of Be 


) lines of drainage, follow the natural slope of the country from west and north-w 1 * a0 
the east, converging gradually, after entering Manbhoom district, on the railway stations of % 

| Burrakur, Ranigunye, Panaghur, Dargapore, Mankur, and Burdwan, and the trade centres | 
.* of Bankura, Sonamukhi, Rajgram, Mejhia, Bishanpur and Indas. Three main exceptions to ty 
.. this general rule deserve special notice— : + 
(i) Of the surplus produce of Palamow and Sirgoojah, which is collected in the au 

marts of Garwa, Daltongunge, Hosenabad, and Maharajgunge in Palamow, a li | 

nearly the whole is exported to Gya, Shahabad, and Mirzapore, and it may be | 


expected that the Gya-Patna State Kailway will attract a continually 
increasing proportion of the trade of these marts, as well as of Chatra in the 
west of Hazaribagh. * 

(ii) Part of the trade of the north of Hazaribagh, collected in the mart of Mirza- 
gunge, finds its way into Monghyr district; part is exported from Giridi oh 7 
a branch of the East Indian Railway, while a considerable portion of the’ | 
export trade of Chatra goes to Gya. 

(iii) The export trade of that part of Dhalbhoom, the eastern pergunnah of Sing 
bbhoom, which lies to tne east of the Kapargadi hills, has its natural ou 
towards Miduapore. Qhatsilla, the chief village of Dhalbhcom, is not mach 
more than 60 miles from the mouth of the Midnapore canal, and we may 
expect that, when the roads in Singbhoom are put in order, a very con- 
siderable traffic will pass out of the district by this route. 


24. Ewport routes.—The areas of country which either now export, or may ultimately 
be expected to export, by way of Gya, Giridi, and Midnapore, have been roughly marked 
on the map in blue. At present a certain proportion of the trade, even of these remote 

flows towards Ranigunge, but it can hardly be expected that this reversal of natural 
conditions will continue when communications come to be improved. All the exports 
from the remaining areas find their way sooner or later through Manbhoom district on one 
or other of the roads marked by red lines on the map to the districts of Burdwan and 
Bankoora, and in particular to the great mart of Ranigunge, either for local consumption 
or for transport to Galoutta from stations on the East Indian Railway. 

26. Hazaribogh Distriet.—Ohatra, about 86 miles north-west of the civil station, is 
the chief market of the Hazaribagh district. Situated on a comparatively level tract 
between the central plateau of the district and the tangled mass of rock and ravine which 
forms its western fronticr in such a way as to command the openings of the passes from 
the north-west, west, and south-west, it is well suited by its position to be the distributing 
market for the country produce of Palamow and the Tributary States, The principal articles 
imported into Chatra are the following:—Rice, Indian-corn, oilseeds, pulses, and mohua ” 

are imported from Lohardugga andthe Tributary States of Gangpur, Jushpar, Py 

and Sirgoojah. From the same places are also brought stick-lac, resin, tusser silk, cocoons, 7 
gum, cotton, and unwrought iron. ‘The districts of Gya and Shahebad send wheat, gram, . 
masur (ervum lens), khesari (/ashyrus sativus), and similar cereals, as well as turmeric, 

pper, and other vegetables. Zine and tin are also sent in small quantities from these 
xn stricts. Tobacco is imported from Patna. English cloth, brass or hell-metal, house. 
hold utensils, salt, pepper, and supari or betel-nut are imported from Burdwan, Ranigunge, 
and Calcutta, The export trade supplies Lohardugga and the Tributary States with English 
cloth, selt, pepper, tobacco, household utensils, turmeric, &c. Rice, Indian-corn, marua 
(eleusine coracana), pulses, mohua flowers, and ghee are sent to Gya and Shahabad. Oil- 
seeds, ghee, mohua flowers, gram, oil, and molasses are also exported to Burdwan and 

igunge. Patna takes iron and certain proportion of stick-lac; but the bulk of the 

sac Shich finds its way into the Chatra market is sent to the great lac factories of Miraza- a: 
pore district. Almost the whole of the Chatra trade is carried by pack-bullocks, as the _ 
passes leading up to the town ov all sides, except the east, are at present inaccessible 
to carts. 
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26. Trade of Chatra,.—The following estimate of a year’s trade between Lohardu 
| and Qhatra is taken from Mr. Spring’s notes on the alternative line from Surti throug 
E cin ae yalley, Lohardugga, and Sirgoojah (Collection of papers on railway surveys, 
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Mr. Spring also notices paratively active iron industry” in the town of TandWa, 
Sorta hae south-west of Hazaribagh, Tanda centre of the indigenous iron 
manufacture of the Karanpura valley, and su Chatra with a large proportion of the 
iron yards exported to Behar, The ex trade of those puris of Hazaribagh, which — 
do not deal through Chatra, is collected at Chumparan, Burhee Harsot, Barkatta, Atka, 
Bagodor, and Dumri on the Grand Trank Road; at Mirzaguuge, Pachumba, and Giridi in the 
north-east of the district; and at Gola and Pitarbar in the south-east. ‘he marts on the 
Grand Trunk Read deal for the wost part direct with Ranigunge, but a small proportion 
of their produce is taken on to the East Indian Railway at Barrakur. Mirzagunge and 
Pachumba despatch their surplus from Giridi; while Gola and Pitarbar trade with the 
important mart of Jhalda, 28 miles west of Purulia, Tlazaribagh itself exports both by 
Giridi and along the Grand Trunk Road. It is difficult to foresee the precise effects of 
the proposed railway extensions on the trade of the Hazuribagh district, but it may be 
assumed that the Sitarampore-Nagpore liue will deprive Chatra of the export trade which 
it now attracts from South Lohardugga, Jushpur, and part of Sirgooja), and that the 
extension of the Patna-Gya line into Palamow will still farther curtail the agency business 
from which the town derives its importance. At present the railway station at Giridi is 
cut off from the main stream of trade along the Grand Trunk Road by the unbridged 
Burrakur river, which is impassable for days at a time during the rains, and very destructive : 
to carts even during the dry season, on account of the steepness of its rocky banks and 
the depth of sand in its bed. Carters from Chatra and the marts on the Grand Trunk Road, 
halting at Gobindpore on their way to Ranigunge, have repeatedly assured me that, if the 
Burrakur were bridged, they would take their goods to Giridi. We may expect then that, 
when the receutly sanctioned bridge over the Burrakur is completed, the traffic of the 
Giridi station will shew a remarkable increase ; while a corresponding diminution will take 
place in the trade of Ranigunge. ‘he trade of Gola and Pitarbar will, I think, ultimately 
come on to the Sitarampore-Nagpore line, either at Kaghunathpore or Purulia. The old 
Trunk Road, running from Raghunathpore through Chas to Hazaribagh, has recently 
been repaired in Manbhoom, and promises to serve as an important feeder to the railway, 
At present it joins the road from Ramgurh through Gola, to the village of Mahooar on t 
Hazaribagh border, but the old line running direct to Hazaribagh is still in existence, and 
the question of putting it in thorough repair will have to be considered when the railway 
comes into working 
27. Lohardugga District.—The principal seats of trade in Lohardugga district are 
Garwa, Hosenabad, Daltongunge, and Moharajgunge in the Palamow sub-division, and 
Ranchee, Lohardugya, Palkot, Lodhma, Birn, Bandu, Tamar, and Sili in the head-quarters 
sub-division. Garwa, in Palamow, forms the distributing trade centre for the surplus produce 
of great part of Sirgoojah, of the Tributary States further west, and of Palamow sub-division 
itself. Garwa market is held during the dry season on the sands of a river, and is one of 
the largest in the Chota Nagpore Division. Stick-lac, resin, catechu, cocoons of tusser silk, 
hides, rice, oilseeds, ghee, cotton, and iron are collected there, and at the other Palamow 
marts mentioned above, for export to Chatra and Gya. Piece-goods, brass vessels, blankets, 
silk, salt, tobacco, spices, drugs, and beads are imported from Behar for local consumption, 
and to supply the stocks of itinerant merchants who take these articles into Sirgoojah and 
* Korea. Nearly all the trade of the head-quarters sn-division flows eastward to the mart 
of Jhalda in Manbhoom, and thence through Parulia to Bankoora and Ranigunge. The 
only exceptions to this rule, are— doom 
(i) A small area in the west of the district roughly marked off on the map by the 
‘dotted line drawn from Biru through Palkot to a point about 12 miles east 
of Lohardugga town, which at present sends its surplus produce by 
pack-bullocks to Chatra ; and 
(i) a still smaller area in the south-east which exports through Patcoom to Chandil, 
and thence by Burrabazar and Manbazar to Bankoora, ‘ 
28. It appears, however, that, as the roads leading eastward are gradually improved 
and rendered passable for carts, the proportion of the export trade flowing towards Ranchee 
and Jhalda is even now tending to increase, while the attraction of Chatra shews signs of — 
declining. At present, no doubt, the tendency I speak of is not very conspicuous; but in” 
the ordinary course of events the primitive modes of transport on which the Chatra trade : 








ao 


& 


? 







depends are bound to be beaten out of the field by wheeled transport plying along more 
direct and more convenient routes. Chatra owes its predominance as a trade vag at 
Western Chota Nagpore to the various causes which have delayed the construction of cart 











roads in the west ana south-west of Loharaugga district. As soon as the system of road 

planned for the district is completed, it may be assumed that the entire traffic of the he: 

‘quarters sub-division and of the Tributary States, except Chang Bhakar and North Sirgoo 
willflow eastward towards Jhalda. At what points it will strike the new railway is a di 

ion to determine beforehand ; but I may mention that the Deputy Commi: 

agrees with me in thinking that the trace of the northern portion of 

question, including the marts of Lohardugga, Ranenee, and Silli, will go to F 

the traffic of the south, collected at Palkot and Birn, ‘will come on to the line 1 

and Chakradhurpore, aud that the south-eastern corner of the district represe 


mart of Tamar will expo1 of Kharsawan or Chandil. An soon as 
Se toed" Cocnnisiee il Pact about aligning 








sanctioned, the District 
some of these points,. 
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ingbhoom District—The chief marts of Singbhoom district. are Ch 
¢, Sonna, Kharsawau, Saraikola, and Hualdipukar in Singbhoom proper, . 
fa and Bharagora in the outlying pergunnah of Dhalbhoom. Dhalbhoom, which is cut 
om the rest of the district by a range of hills traversed only by a single pass, trades 
Midnapore. The exports of the central and western portions of the district are sen 
“rile to Ranigunge and Bankoora, Produce is also said to be exported to Gya through 
Ranchee, Tandwa, and Chatra. Most of the district trade is at present in the hands of 
petty itinerant traders, who move about from village to village during the cold weather; 
purchasing conntry-producs or taking it in exchange for salt, which they import monthly 
on pack-bullocks from Ghatal and Midnapore. When the railway is opened, it will probably 
pe ‘the whole of the district trade as soon a8 the local dealers have had time to realize 
wnged conditions. At first, perhaps, the eastern villag-s of Dhalbhoom will continue 
to e with Ghatal and Midnapore; bot when a good road has been made through the 
Kapargadi pass, and a few more Marwari merchants have settled at Chyebassa, that town 
» will become the main centre of trade for Singbhoom, Keonjhur, and Mourbbun). Bi 
30, Manbhoom District—The yeculiar position of Manbhoom in relation to the trade 
_ Chota Nagpore‘has been remarked upon wbove in explaining the routes by which the 
produce of Lotardugga and part of Hazaribagh reaches the East Indian Railway. Three 
n. lines of export cross the district from west to east—the Grand Trunk Road with 
jattis or roadside marts of Topechansi, Rajgunge, Govindpore, Nirsa, and Chirkunda ; the pro- 
vincial road from Ranchee to Bankoora passing through Jhalda and Purulia; and a southera 
line, imperfectly defined by any finished roads, which brings produce from the south and 
sarpoenst of Lohardugga through Chandil, Barabazar, and Manbazar to Bishanpore and 
ee oora. From south to north these lines are crossed by the main road from Chyebassa 
rough Purulia to Burrakar, passing the marts of Chandil, Purulia, and Raghunathpore. An 
b jncomplete line runuing from. north-west to south-east through Chas andRaghunathpore towards ) 
eegunge promises to bring the produce of south-eastern Hazaribagh, and perhaps of a | 
ger area, on to the railway at Raghunathpore. A glance at the annexed trade map will * 
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~ “shew the positions of the chief marts in Manbhoom and their relations to the existing roads 
\ - and the new railway. Clearly the traffic along the Trunk Road will not seek the new line. 
| Indeed, by the time’ the line is open the volume of this traffic will probably have been much 
juced by the bridging of the Burrakur river between Dumri and Giridi, so that the porti 
the Trunk Road passing through Manbhoom will merely serve the local trade of the 
ovindpore sub-division, and the large export of coal from the collieries between Nirsa and 
ona All the traffic on the other routes described will be carried by the new railway. 
How far the,ufluence of the line will extend in an easterly direction depends upon causes 
which it is impossible to aualyse here. My own opinion is that, after a short period of 
} adjustment, ni which new centres of trade will be formed at Chandil, Purulia, and 
- Raghuvathpore, the entire trade of Eastern Manbhoom and of the western pergunnabs of 
Bankoora will be drawn on to the new line, that is to say, the centres of attraction for trade 
will move to the west and occupy points on the ana. 
-.. 81. Import trade.—In describing tne trade routes of the division, I have discussed the - 
question almost entirely in terms of export. The import trade follows the same main lines 
i export trade, aud needs no special description, Places which export to stations on the 
Radian Railway procure their imports from the same source, and this holds good equally 
" case of the areas. exporting to Gya, Mirzapore, and Midnapore, 
~~ $2, Altraction of Kaneegunge.—It was remarked above that some of the exports of 
2 and Hazaribugh are sent to by cart along the Grand Trunk Road to Burrakur or a 
The preference for Ranigunge over the two nearest stations on the line 
aly due to the fact that the trade of Ranigunge is incomparably larger than that 
Burrakur_or Giridi, and that consignors can count upon disposing of their 
uce to a single wholesale dealer, and getting at ouce whatever they may require 
nh journey, At Burrakur or Giridi, where the machinery of trade is as 
ly “developed, a consigner of country produce would probably have to dispose 
4m -driblets, aud to pick up his return load of piece-goods, salt, and, tobaceo 
a dozen different dealers, For this reason, and probably also because the 
ave ranning accounts with the large nts at Ranigunge, the majority m 
ing country produce travel for their market 70 miles beyond Giridi, their » <a 
station, and 25 miles beyond Burrakur. The point is chiely of importance Ps 
ference to delay, and the reluctance to abandon traditional routes 
aca tic of the-ordi 


ich are so characteristic of’ country trader. 
























‘am, glee, mohva, molasses, and lac—oil+: 
rthe most part the carts go direct to 
4 within one mile of Burrakur st le 
snsils, pepper, turmeric, and tobacoc 
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travelling dealers (beparis) or to the agents of large s 
puaselanh apiians: and. buy ap the produce of the n urhood. ; 
but few large centres of trade exist, itis from sources as these that the arts 
shewn in the map derive their stocks for —— and the imports are distributed throug as 
the same channels. No statistical record of these operations is possible, As Chota Nagpore  — 
y opened up by the railway and by improved roads, we may expect that new —— 
-marts will spring up, and (hat the trade of the division will tend to concentrate itself; - | 
while its itinerant dealers, and transport. by means of pack-bullocks. will tend to disappear, — * 
_ 85. é. District trade reports. Data for estimate of trade.—1 will now examine at length =~ 
the varions data which exist for estimating the probable yearly goods. traffic which the 
Nagpore Railway may count upon carrying from and to places in Ohota Nagpore, he: ah 
first and most obvious source of information is the reports of the district officers, which take —— 
the form either of special reports on the trade of the district, or of sections devoted to that | 
subject in the General Administration Reports. In most cases the information given is of — — 



























" the vaguest character, and throws very little light even on -snch an elementary matter as “ 


the main lines which the trade follows.” In Manbhoom considerable attention has been paid 
to the question of trade statistics, and for the last three years, special reports on the subject ~ 
have been drawn up by a native officer of great local experience. Some of. these figures 
will be reproduced and examined below. Clearly they have been compiled with great 
labour, aud aim at a higher standard of completeness than those supplied from other — 

districts of the division. They are based almost entirely on the following data:— 
(2) Statements of local traders resident in Purulia as to the quautity or value of 
the stocks passing through their hands during the year, and the aig tr, vil 
of such stocks drawn from, or exported to, districts other than Manbhioc ut 
‘Traders from the interior of the district were questioned on these points 
when they visited Purulia, and in all cases from 30 to 50 per cemt.was 
added by way of correcting the mahajan’s natural tendency to understate . _ 
his stocks. AM A <3 Saget 
(4) Estimates made by local traders, at the instance of the compiling officer, of the 
quantity or value of particular articles exported from, or imported into, the __ 

inthe 


whole district. Pe 
(c) Estimates framed by the compiling officer of the quantity or value of» veh 
cular articles which the population of the district ought, on an average,to 
cousume, fret omgreetr ye fe | 
(d) 1n some instances the traders’ books were referred to. we 


86 With regard to (a), it would be waste of time to dwell upon the various sources of 
error which such a method of enquiry involves. Every local trader is possessed mith 
coustant dread of enhanced license-tax, and regards statistical enquiries of any hind with 
more suspicion, because he is quite incapable of understanding the remote general objects 
which such enquiries have in view. He may believe that the officer with whom he is talking 
at the moment has no ulterior designs in respect of taxation, but nothing would pursuade 
him that incautious disclosures made by him as to the extent of his dealings might not 
hereafter be used by another officer or another department for the purpose of ing @ 
new tax or enhancing an old one. The clumsy expedient of adding a uniform pe 
to the statements of stock could only yield correct results if every man lied in the — 
same ratio to the truth. In the present case, asthe mahajans were informed that this 
correction would be applied, there can be little doubt that many of them made allowance 
for it in framing their statements, As to (d), no one who has seen “anything of the te 
class in Chota Nagpore can have failed to be struck by their _ peculiar. inability, to take e 
general view of any subject. Each man knows his own business, and nothing more ; 
it is simply preposterous to expect him to be able to estimate the exports or i A 
whole district, which to him represents merely a set of arbitrary boundaries laid ¢ 
the convenience of the courts. Least of all would he be able to distinguish local 

imports from goods in direct or indirect transit to other districts, At- 

oreover, the enquiry was only partial. It is not pretended that all the traders 
district were consulted, and that the figures represent the total of their state 
estimates, Ou the contrary, the compiling officer admits that he never left I 
that he merely took any opportunity that offered of questioning traders from the 
who happencd to come to the district head-quarters, = iar tend F 


86, ii. Special enquiries from mahajans,—In J y last 1 
Ranigunge in attempting to ascertain from the local merchants, not 
of goods consigned to them from Chota Nagpore, but the proportion of th 

their hands which come from that part. of: the country, Do. 
quan would, of course, have been futile, as even ifthey had placed their b 
prc, ow gern os whether the necessary particulars would 
and in case the labour of compilation would have been. prohibit 
8 by abstaining from all ex ast 
ions to the percentage 
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to disarm “their 
business, and confining 
Nagpore. After visiting every 








partionla? dieteict ‘country was included in the Chota Nagpote ” 
vs Though shrewd enough in points of detail as to prices and carriage, they were 
sly. ‘as to the general course’ of trade, and the possible changes arsing from 













xtension of railways. Goods came to them because they had always come, and they 
saw no reasons for anticipating changes, It might be that the opening of the Gya Railway 
j had reduced the trade with Chatra, but they could not say to what extent, or whether the 
-  yeduection was likely to be permanent. Ochers affected great readiness to impart iuforma- 
tion, and improvised extravagantly large statistics of the traffic, which a glance at the 
railway figures shewed to be impossible. The Marwaries, among whom are the chief 
merchants of Ranigunge, took a different line. Their leading man went through the 
railway statistics with me,and after consulting his countrymen, gave mea rough state- 
ment of the percentage of each article entered in those returns which was exported from, 





or im into, Chota Nagpore. He said, for instwuce, that 25 percent. of the piece-goods, i 
sult, flour, betel, and turmeric, appearing in the railway returns was intended for Chota ie 
Nagpore, and that 18 per cent. of theoilseeds came from Chota Nagpore. He let out, * J 
‘however, in conversation that, in his opinion, a line joining the East Indian Railway at Me: 


Sitarampore would in a few years ruin the native trade of Ranigunge. All the traders 
along the new line of rail, who now employ agents in Ranigunge, would, he said, deal 
direct with Calcutta, while men off the line would arrange their business throngh e(4 
agents at Purulia, Chyebassa, and other new centres of trade. Ranigunge would cease to sc | 
~be the chief distri! uting ceutre for Chota Nagpore, and the men in whose hands the trade 
is now would either have to accept the loss of a safe aud lucrative commissiun business, 
or to start afresh in oue of the new centres further west. The latter alternative would be 
less distasteful to them than tke former, Large sums have beev spent by men of this 

class on substantial masonry buildings in Ranigunge. Most of them have permanently 





_ settled in the place, and do not contemplate returning to their own country. If they are ~ 
driven to transfer their seats of business to places on the line, they can only do so ata a 
Fok Sep nor will the new business at any one centre be such as to compensate them ~ 
for the loss of the old. The effect of the new railway will be to dissipate and distribute | 

- among several centres the business hitherto concentrated at Ranigunge. From the tone as 
ny 


adopted in discussing the matter ya the most influential and inteligent native merchants, 
I am satisfied that they\are, on the whole, opposed to the project for a line to Sitarampore, 
and that their statements a8 to the proportions of the existing trade which are concerned 
with particular localities canuot be regarded as trustworthy. Information derived from 
them is vitiated by their special bias against the present scheme, as well as by the geueral 
prejudices which they share with the rest of their class. 

ra tit, Estimates from population not generally applicable.—To argue from the 
recorded population of a district to its probable ul:imate consumption, is no doubt a legitimate 
process, but it can only be applied with cunfidence in the case of salt, and perhaps of some 
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» * Norm.—This in tho standard taken Stale fcod-graius. Thus in the case of salt, we can say that a 
= ras ase Btrashy, at 230 of 1716s. is the amount required duriug the year by au adult, rae 
In ae? an Power, on Depety Oe of and that 12Ibs* is the average annual consumption in © ec 


has enquired India per head of population, and we may infer from this 
district, ae that, with improved communications aud a low duty, the 
exceeds Sir John Chota Nagpore Division may be expecied to consume 
The Bongal Trade perhaps 700,000 maunds of salt. An attempt has been 
per head a foll.ws :— mira’ by sre. copppiler bs the Manbhoom _ e reports to 
i ae . calculate the im of European piece-goods ou a some-~ © 
pee | cee Rigas. what similar antisd. Taking the Soeniatiog of the district 
at 1,042,117, as recorded in the last census, and deducting 2%1,174 for children and persons 
who do not wear European cloth, the remaining 760,943 persons are divided into four classes, 
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respectively, Rs, 75-4-1 and 8 annus per head on Huropean cloth during the year, : | 
of persons in each class is then estimated, and their cousumption calculated on -] 
ng scale:— (nica | 
“ pig ES : Se eae eee 3 
leks of the upper-class spending per annum 75 0 0 — 1.50,000 > 
te: » m™m le 4, Nnigy ahhh git 4.0 0 &,00,000 wr 
raha gy Oultivators © 4,0 7g, 1 0 0 2,00,000 
j ra 0 8 0 1,79,471 












ns spend per annum ee 890,471 - 


rt ait ee err aay sf + a , 
“Rs. 8,62,000, being the value of twist imported from Caleutta, to be 
e district, the remainder, Rs. ee 
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Say poorer classes sree 







and 67,471, is taken as the minimum value 
; d fre » Calcutta forthe consumption of the people of Manbhoow,” 
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ie Se A similar form We iapiaser’ is awed by Mey Y ray in pa 
: report * on 0 eys To tt 

6} 6h dated 14h sisin ams vase and the artnexed ry ue and is arg 
Bengal Government letter forwarding the report to the Government of Tadiai is on | weed 
whole the wost reliaile method of estimating the probable receipts of the’ Hines Mo: this: 
1 would add that, while Mr. Parker’s calculation is probably sound enough as an estimat 
of the minimum traflic, it must necessarily reproduce the defects of the returns upon” orev 
itis based. These returns, I believe, are ‘largely derived from a system of road: regi 
T have had some experience of road registration in Manbhoom, where it is conducted ander 
fairly favourable conditions, and the stations are so placed as to be open to constant 1d 
vision. In my opinion every system of the kind greatly understates the amount of ‘the. an 
traffic which it professes to record, The men who keep the registers are ignorant and (niet | 
poid, they do not understand the object of their work, and they take as little trouble o 
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it #8 possible. Numbers of carts evade the registering station, or sli past it) during © =o 
night, and the carters themselves wnderstate the quantities of s they are satviog tt * 
What the percentage of error may-be it is impossible to say vdelanlg but in many a 

1 


I believe it to exceed 25 per cent, Of course it would be a random mode of proced ‘te etn 
add that percentage to Mr. Parker’s figures ; but if this were done, 1 believe it reefers 
borne out by the working results of line. pares 
40. iv, Statistics of the Bist Tudian Reiiway.—1 have already explained, in paragraph ~~ 
23 above, that the great bulk of the existing trede of Chota Nagpore fiuds its w Ee 
varions routes to the stations on the East Indian line between Burrakur and ‘ . 
wan. In order to ascertain what light the traffie returns of the Mast Indian Railway ~ 
would throw upon the prospects of thenew line, I obtained from Mr, Bradford Leslie 
a statenent shewing in detail the quantity of each article exported from, and i 
into, each of the stations from Burrakur to Burdwan inclusive during the year 1883, 
Taking this statement as a basis, 1 hoped to be able to ascertain from the chief” 
dealers at’ each station what proportion of the goods shewn im the railway statistic” 
came from, or went to, (hota Nagpore. My experience at Ranigunge shewed that it was 
impossible to separate the Chota Nagpore traffic (rom the traffic of the area intervening 
between the proposed new line and the Kast Indian Kailway, Ranigunge was the most 
promising p'ace for or the experiment, as the Chota Nagpore trade goes there direct by cartyand 
is not filtered through a number of different marts before it reaches the rail, Inthe bt ar ae | 
Panagarh, Mankur, and Burdwan, the statistics probably include a certain pr | 
Chota Nagpore goods ; but these are consigned, in the first peniantayhs wicitagatee at ewe re 
Bishenpore, Sonamukhi, Krishnagore, and other intermediate marts, and reach the railway”) 
as exports from those places, not from Chota Nagpore. At these stations the rae I 
trace back any branch of trade to its sources would have been even a greater failure than % 
at Ranigunge, For these reasons the returns of the Kast Indian Railway are not of seh 
precise statistical value for my present parpose, except in the case of articles pro leg 


_ exclusively in Chota Nagpore, and of stations like Sitarampore and Burrakur, which — ity 
et, 


deal only with that part of the country. They suggest, however, some important “inferénee 

as to the traffic of the new line, and they serve to illustrate and supplement the pagan 
statistics collected by actual registration in Manbhoom district, I shall refer to 
larg. ly 10 discussiug the trade of particular articles. fe 


41. wv Statistics of local registration —The registration figures, imperfect though 
are, form the only local statistics which can pretend to even approximate accuracy, Rie: 
on which they are collected requires some explanation. For the last thirty years. ¢ 
serais or rest-houses for carts and travellers have been kept up atregular intervals pe 
Grand Trovk Read, In that portion of the road which passes through Manbhoom, ee 
the practice for many years past to prohibit carters from halting for the night : 
except in a serai. How far this practice is based upon any formal order is @ poit 
never been able to «lear up. Certainly no such order is on official record in the 
But the custom, which dutes back to times when the Trunk Road. was unsafe for a 
Well known, and is in the main enforced by the mounted patrol on the road. Af 
is paid for each cart, and the rigkt to collect these fees is farmed out. 
auction, the serais, wells, &., being repaired from the proceeds, In ae 
charge of the Govindyore sub-division, I made arrangements for recording dai 
of carts passing through the serai at Goviudpore on the Grand ‘Trunk Road, w 
place and destination of each cart, snd the quantity of goods erie The 

* earefully supervised, and the figures are believed to be substantially eo 
do net exaggerate the traffic, as it was to the interest of the farmer of sm eas 
register was kept, to und “nmber of carts, and wed bisa 
his lease. On the other han conformation of the cc pore rei 
possible for carters to evade ernie the seta by going off the ro 
them from halting at mterm pints, and passing: 
10 or 15 rip conte i By a 
* purposcly omitted by 
corrett registravion 
1*81, before eee rai 
wouths from fei 
district officer, suggestin 
# the traflic Sit tam 













































dis: aries agency, such as is employ ed 
e roads leading into surges vo Nothing was paid to the farmer of — 
ndpore. He was merely supplied ¥ paper and told to record certain 
es ~~ ular ther understood that the totals were made up for my information 
, , and were not to be made use of at the yearly auction of serais. The proposal was = 
recotamended by the late Deputy Commissioner to the Commissioner of the Division, but it ; 

was lost sight of in consequence of Mr, Hewitt’s absence on leave. In October 188] a new 
Sub-Divisional Officer stopped the registration of traffic at Govindpore. On my return to | 
i Manbhoom in April 1482, 1 moved the Deputy Commissioner to start registration in the head- be | 
quarters sub-division on the Govindpore unpaid system, and since June 1882 traffic has been 
recorded at the serais at Govindpore, Purulia, and Nadiara, These points are marked with we 

red flags on the map. ‘y 


pr 42. If the system had worked at head-quarters as well as it did at Govindpore, the | 
returns from Nadiara on the direct road from Ranchee to Bankoora, Ranigunge, and | 
Burrakur would have shewn approximately the whole of the trade with Jhalda, Ranchee, 
and other centres farther west ; while the Purulia station would have recorded the trade of =| 
Southern Manbhoom and of all Singhbhoom, except the area which deals with Midnapore. 
Experience,. however, has shewn that of the Singhbhoom trade a large portion evades the a 
Purulia serai by taking advantage of a cross-road skirting the south of the town and joining he 





the main road to Bankoora some two miles to the east of the serai. Considerable quantities of 
from Singhbhoom are consigned to merchants at Chandi, and find their way to Ban- 

oora by a rough tract through Burrabazar and Manbazar; some are consigned to merchants 
at Purulia, and are never registered at all, as the carts have no occasion to use 
the serai. Moreover, scrais have only been introduced into the head-quarters sub- 


division within the last two or three years; the carters do mot see the advaut- ] 
ages of them, and prefer camping out under trees; they will even make a considerable 4 
detour to avoid paying the fees, and in this part of the district we have neither ancient a 


custom nora regular road patrol to enforce the order that carters must halt at night in a 
serai. It would be out of place to discuss, in this report, the policy of puttfhg pressure on 
the cartmen to induce them to use the serais ; but may mention that I made enquiries 
on the subjectin Kanigunge, and fonnd that the leading merchants there not only approved 
of the system, but had so far recognised it as to admit charges for serai fees as part of the 
stavdard cart hire from Ranigunge to Raghunathpore and places further west. 


43. It follows, from map been said in the last paragraph, that the percentage to be 


wane Mad 


added to correct understateme!*\s in the Purulia aud Nadiara figures, is much larger than in 
the ‘case of the statistics cup ted at Govindpore. I would estimate it at from 40 to 50 


per cent, in the case of Pural\p, where several sources of error effect the total, and at about ee 
25 per cent. in the case of Nadiara, where the routes available for evading the sarai are fewer, Me. 
and we have only the novelty of the system to look to, In dealing with the trade in | 
particular articles, I bave in every case shewn the actual figures, and have not attempted } 
to correct them by adding a conjectural percentage, iq 


44, In the following, paragraphs the statistics, such as they are, derived from the 
railway returns and the records of local registration, are reproduced and compared, and an ‘ 
attempt is made to estimate approximately the quantity of each article which the proposed we. 
railway may be called upon to carry. From the uature of the case, only an approximate roy 
estimate is possible. 1 have endeavoured, however, to bring together uoder the head of each 7 
article allgeneral information that has any bearing upon its distribution in Chota Nagpore, 4 
‘and thus to supplement, as far as possible, statistical defects. For convenience of refereuce, + 1g 

| Lhave followed the alphabetical arrangement of the railway returns :— h 
| 
| 


} Imports, 
’ x cet | 

45. Beer.--During 1882 the uet imports’of beer, other than commissariat beer, into wi 
_, _ the stations from Burdwan to Burrakur inclusive, amounted to 2,075 maunds. ‘he largest a] 
~ quantities were to— il 
boo nirenppteres Mas. Mads. 23 
Me. Burdwan -. 84l Assensole -. 9860 so “a 
the seve Ranigunge , ibe ks ee y Burrakur tes B21 a 
eee eda ib peri 







of the imports of Burdwan or Assensole passed on to Chota Nagpore, » Bey 
is Ruropean ooepmnity: aud the imports shewn in the returns a 
consumed locally. At Ranigunge the European community is. 4 
of all a to Assensole. Lohardugga and 

from Ranigunge; while Manbhoom for the most part imports 
ard to the numbers. of the Kuropeans in the three districts, 
on am ite estimate, at from 300 to 400 maunds a 
os'of trade registration. It comes up in 
the cantents, 
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1882 railway figures shew the following 

; Mas. a ng Mads. nu mi 
Burdwan s+ 2,851 Sitarampore “wis 576 
ei 56 ae 380 Burrakur be 599 

apore a 81 —_— 
Ondal ie 4 16,649 
Ranigunge .- 11,874 —- 
Assensole 54 784 


Pén (piper betel) and supari (areca catechu) are hardly grown at all in Chota Nagpore, 
the climate beng too dry for either to flourish; consequently the entire province, exce 
the areas dealing with Gya, Giridi, and Midnapore, draws its supplies of this indispensable 
luxury from Bengal proper. All natives agree in describing the consumption as very large. 
We know that numerous quantities of betel are grown in Bankoora and Burdwan, and in 
view of this fact, it would hardly be unfair to assume that these districts produce evough to 
supply themselves, and that the railway imports represent the amount sent westward to meet 
the demand from Chota Nagpore. it is possible that this may understate the case, and that 
Chota Napore not only takes off the entire surplus of Burdwan aud Bankoora, but imports 
through the East Indian Railway besides. The Ranigunge ‘dealers, whom I consulted on 
the point, thought that one-fourth of the imports by rail into Ranigunge passed on into 
Chota Nagpore, but their bias against the line was so pronounced, and their incapacity to 
deal with large estimates so apparent, that I attach little importance to their opinion, On 
the whole, I think 8,000 maunds would be a reasonable estimate of the amount the railway 
will carry duriug the year. Under the head of betel the road registration returns shew for 
the last seven months of 1882— 


153 maunds registered at Purulia. 
28 * re at Nadiara. 


153 
or a yearly average of 252 maunds. This does not necessarily affect the correctness of 
the rongh estimate given above, Both pdn and supari are usually brought up in the same 
carts with salt, but only the salt which makes up the chief part of each load is declared by 


the cartmen ; while the pdn and supari escape registretion. 
47. Blankets, country.—The railway imports are— 





ah 
Mads. ielv Mds, 
Burdwan ea 4) Sitaramp¢re ks 64 
Kanoo ore 42 Burraku ae 430 
Panaghur oe 27 ; 
Ranigunge +. 895 Total .. 1,095 
Assensole sie 96 a 


The whole of the imports of Sitarampore and Burrakur, and 200 maunds out of the imports 
of Ranigunge, may be taken to represent the Chota Nagpore demand—in round numbers — 
700 maunds. There isa large and steady demand for blankets in Chota Nagpore. On 
the plateau of Hazaribagh and Ranchee the cold is intense in winter, and a large supply 
of blankets is required every year for coolies migrating to Assam, 

48. Brass and brass-ware—Are imported from Kanigunge and Bankoora. «The Chota 
Nagpore breziers do not make enough for local wants, and their workmanship is clumsy. 
A good deal of brass is imported to be worked up locally into the massive ornaments worn 
by women of the aboriginal races. The railway figures for 1882 shew the following net 
imports :-— 


Mads. 
Burdwan “= x ~ 108 
gee “* es -- 886 
Mankar ae de = 3 
Panagbur <i ven BB 
Durgapore ne ~ seas } Supplying Bankoora, . 
Ranigunge are mu Se 456 
Burrakur ~ a 588 

Total we 3,582 od - { i 4 


months of 1882, or an average of 1,308 for a year, Comparing the t 

and allowing for the large omissions in registration at Purulia, Prefs ac, 
explained in paragraph 42 above, I think 2,000 maunds may be taken as a. 
estimate of @ year’s imports, Serbia ahetes tie 


Local registration shews 197 maunds at Purulia and 566 at Nadiara for thecdnat 
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me Yt {in and yarn.—Urder this head the railway figures amount to 30,945 maunds, 
of which Ranigunge contributes 12,645 and Burrakur 10,065, while the local registration 


returns shew— 
Mads. 
At Purulia of ie sc sus -- 8,475 
At Nadiara “ys es oe oe oo 661 


Total .. 4,136 


or an average yearly import of 6,440 maunds, With regard to the latter figures, it must 
be remembered that Raghunathpore and Chasnanda, the two chief centres of the local 
weaving trade, take up large quantities of thread which never reach the registration stations 
at all. Taking this fact into account, and particularly having regard to the large import into 
Burrakur, which supplies Chota Nagpore, I would estimate the imports of cotton and yarn 
at about 12,000 maunds in the year. The quantities registered locally came from Burrakur, 
Ranigunge, and Bankoora, and were destined for Purulia, Jhalda, Chyebassa, and two small 
marts in Manbhoom, which are not shewn on the map. 

49. Grain, oatgs.—During 1882 14,850 maunds of oats were imported into Burrakur. 
It is said to be ground up with gram and Indian-corn into a peculiar kind of suttoo. Most 
of the import of outs went to Shalda. 

50. Grain, wheat,—The railway returns shew a net import into Raneegunge of 25,271 
maunds of wheat during 1882, and of 120 maunds into Burrakur. Wheat is not very much 
grown in Chota Nagpore, as it requires irrigation and more care than the average cultivator 
is willing to bestow upon any crop. The average import may be taken at 10,000 maunds. 

51. Other grains and pulses.—Under this head the railway figures shew net imports 
amounting to 2,99,354 maunds distributed among the following stations ;— 





Mads. Mads. 

Burdwan -- 1,26,451 Assensole im 4,662 
Kanoo is 263 Sitarampore és 4,151 
Mankar < 8,400 Burrakur -- 20,661 
Panaghur .. 10,107 

Durgapore 2,347 Total .. 2,99,354 
Ondal Pe 14 _—— 
Ranigunge . 1,27,098 “ 


It is impossible to aualyse these figures. At Burrakur I was told that khesari, musari, 


~ #alai, and peas were included under the head of “ Others.” In 1881-82 the import of 


_ grain into Manbhoom was estimated at 8,000 maunds. Large quantities are also sent to 


4/ Singbhoom and Lohardugga. Only 948 maunds, equivalent to a yearly average of 1,620 


maunds, were registered locally. All of this was consigned to places in Manbhoom, 
Arguing from the railway figures, it seems probable that the 25,000 maunds imported into 
Burrakur and Sitarampore were destined for Chota Nagpore, but no more definite conclu- 
sion than this can be drawn from the materials as they stand. 

52. Gunny-bags.—The railway statistics give a net import of 6,949 maunds, of which— 


. Mas. 
Bablguoge took we 6x8 a -. 1,981 
jitaram pore os ae ee ee 484 
Burrakur ve se oa es 364 


Total .. 2,779 





Only 60 maunds were registered locally, all for Jhalda. Doubtless there is a steady demand 
of gunny-bags for use in the export trade, but no reliance can be placed on any estimate 
of quantities. It deserves notice that the large traffic carried by pack-bullocks depencs 
entirely upon gunny-bags. There are several devices for carting grain, stick-lac, 
tusser, cocoons, &c., in bulk, but the couple of maunds or so which form a bullock’s load 













must be. in bags, and the bags must be equal to standing a considerable strain and 
much eh racy ety a . 
53, Jaggree and Molasses.—The net imports by rail were— 
P Mads. Mads. 
he 2,053 Assensole ae 129 
no si nme Sitarampore es 83 
mi fra ohanig oe Burrakur o. » 669 
ex: 49 Total .. 28,585 
: + 28,808 
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imports of jaggree and molasses into nigunge, a place which arly ¢ 

28,000 maunds for local consumption. 1 would estimate the Chota Nagpgre demar 

: about 15,000 maundsyin the year i fol Se Nw 

be 54, Oil in barrels, cases, and skins. —Under this head, which includes kerosine oil, the 
yy railway returns shew a net import of 16,246 maunds, Raneegunge taking 5,697, Assensole 
Py 1,910, Sitarampore 1,263, and Burrakur 207, Thus the import of the stations which 
a. ordinarily supply Chota Nagpore comes to 9,077 maunds. Only 185 maunds were registered 

: locally, “Kerosine oil is widely known and much used all over the division, not only for 

lighting purposes, but for outward application in diseases affecting the skin, On the data as 

they stand, 5,000 maunds might be taken as a rough estimate of the annual ore of oil, 











Fe but the estimate would have no statistical value. We can ovly say that both ine and 

a cocoanut oil are imported from Bengal, and that the import will certainly increase largely Fy 
he: when the railway is opened. 

a 55. Oil-cake.—The same remarks apply to oil-cake. A small import of 284 maunds 

% was registered, while the railway figures give a total of 68,070 maunds, of which— 

BS Mas. 

; Ranigunge took sy se iz = 81,224 
a Sitarampore ,, ce Sh ws ad 1,760 t 

fe. Burrakur “3 ae oe ne - 2,186 } 

Total a 35,120 





Here, again, no estimate is possible, but it is tolerably certain ‘that a large portion of 
the imports of these three stations found its way to Chota Nagpore. 

56. Paper.—The railway figures shew net importe of 733 maunds to Burdwan, 28 to 
Panaghur, and 246 to Ranigunge—in all 1,007 maunds during 1882. For the official year 
1881-82, the value of imports of paper into Manbhoom district was estimated at 
Rs 10,000. No estimate of quantities can be framed, So far as I can ascertain, paper is 
not manufactured locally. 

57. Piece-goods —Under this important head the net imports for 1882, according to 
the Railway returus,, were as follow :— 





















‘ Mas. ; Mads. 
Burdwan .. 14,118 Assensole ou 516 
Kanoo Fe 55 Sitaram pore ay 154 
Mankar ee 720 Burrakur ag 22,587 
Mv Panaghur -. 8,925 —- 
dis Rajbandh ste 24 Total -. . 62,823 
ae Durgapore ws 283 — 
04 Ranigunge -. 20,44) 
B During the last seven moaths of 188% there were registered in Manbhoom— 
ae At Govindpore 438 maunds for Chatra and Ranchi, - aR 
Get At Purulia 3,086 ,, for Purulia and Jhalda, 2 y 
ry, At Nadiara 4,164 ,, for Jhalda and Ranchi, 
is giving a yearly average import of 13,000 maunds. Comparing the two sets of figures, and 
a having regard to the fact that the imports of Singbhoom seem to have escaped registration, ~ 
ity I should estimate the Chota Nagpore imports of piece-goods at 80,000 maunds. This | 
trent estimate is, 1 think, borne out by the large imports into Ranigunge and Burrakur. Roughly f 
a speaking, the whole of the Burrakur imports go to Chota Nagpore, and in this case J 
n should assume that balf of the Ranigunge imports finds its way to this division, Ihave  . 
ee not attempted to account for any portion of the imports of Burdwan and. Panaghur, but __ 
Y there can be no doubt that some of these goods come into Chota Nagpore through Dg 
- Sonamukhi, Bisenpore, aud Bankoora. The consumption of Euro ece-goods has 
ES _ increased greatly of late years among the aboriginal and semi-aboriginal races of the division. 
i In particular the exports from Lohardugga to the Tributary States are said to be developing — Tea 
ye rapidly ; but as they enter and leave the district at numberless points no accurate “ty 
of the quantity can be kept. It is extremely difficult to register trade carried on peck- _ 
bullocks, as the drivers can leave the road at will to avoid the annoyance of being stopped Ai7| 
and questioned about their loads. igs be OP.) 
58, Potatoes.—The Railway returns shew net imports amounting to 21,167 maun 
during 18§2, of which— Laman 
Mads. ePaper 
took .. 18,247 Burrakur mews 
Assensule ». 2,863 mg tem 
Sitarampore oe 550 Total = 
° Only 63 maunds were registered at Purulia as imported from Ban’ 
but this very mach understates the facts. Potatoes are very little | 


and the existing imports, Whatever their amount may be, will ix 
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gtr Mas. . d. 
Serdwan +.» 82,192 |. Assensole an 2950 
heheh bar oe TO Ue Sitarampore -- 2,486 

 Panaghur os Most . Burrakur eo. 78,511 

ve 2,51,994 Total .. 4,44,597 


—_— 


Local registration yields the following results :— 


Mas. 
Govindpore ae ve os 88,975 
Porulia aie et a 10,375 
Nadiara a Ae be 27,796 


representing an average annual import of 1,28,528 maunds. Of the quantity registered at 
Govindpore, 22,116 maunds were destined for Chatra, the remainder being consigned to 
Rajgunge, Topechansi, Dumri, Bagodar, Atka, Barkata, Burhee, and Chauparun, all marts 
on the Grand Trunk Road. The chief sources of supply were Ranigunge (30,101), Burrakur 
2,886), Burdwan (1,280), The Puruka returns include 6,043 maunds for Purulia, 1,470 for 
mpore, 849 for Sirkabad, 418 for Chyebassa, and smaller amounts for Jhalda, Chandil, 
and Ranchee. Burrakur supplied 4,924 maunds, Raneegunge 2.539, Bankoora 1,840, 
and Mejha 875. Out of the quantity registered at Nadiara, 19,910 maunds were for 
Thalda, 6,305 for Ranchee, 734 for Toolin, and smaller amounts for Bagmundi and Jeipore 
in Manbhoom, and Bundu and Tamar in Lohardugga. The supply was drawn from Rani- 
gunge (18,264), Burrakur (2,579), Bankura (2,224), Krishnagore (1,909), Sonamuki (1,848), 
fad Mejha (402). 
60. On the face of the returns it is clear, that, for the reasons explained in paragraph 
42 above, the salt supply of Singhboom has escaped registration. If Chyebassa imported 
so much az 418 maunds by this route, it is morally certain that much more must have been 
1 ed. The point, however, is not very material. In order to estimate the demand for 
‘ after the Railway is open, we may assume that the line will supply Manbhoom, 
jhoom, the bead-quarters sub-division of Lohardugga, the south-eastern corner’ of 
azaribagh, and the Tributary States of Bonai, Gangpur, Udaipur, and Jaspur, It will 
sprobabl supply parts of Sirgoojah and Korea as well, but I have left these out of account as 
a set-off to possible over-estimates in the area already assumed. Now, the population of the 
tract I have described, according to the last census, is, as nearly as I can calculate, 8,174,444, 
Taking the average aunual consumption per head at 12tbs, as given by Sir John Strachey, 
the total yearly demand will be in round numbers 2,38,000 maunds, the whole of which will 
“have to be carried for varying distances by the new railway. 

' 61. Spices.—The net import according to the Railway returns is 17,066 maunds, 
including 14,040 maunds to Burdwan, 1,545 to Ranigunge, and 1,069 to Burrakur. Local 
statistics shew a total of 754, or an.average annual import of 1,284 maunds. Probably 

~ 1,500 maunds may prove a fair estimate. 

62. Sugar.—A total import of 2,787 maunds appears in the Railway returns, including 
1,866 maunds to Ranigunge, 681 to Assensole, and 25 to Burrakur. The local statistics 
shew 219 maunds~-all for Purulia and Chyebassa. Probably 500 maunds would be a fair 
‘esti of the normal demand. - 

68, Tamarind.—The railway returns givea net import of 881 maunds, 241 to Rani- 
ge and 2% to Burrakur. Tamarind is not shewn in the local statistics, and has 
probably been included under the head of spices. 








- Tobacco.—The total net imports of tobacco according to the railwa is 
e770 maunds, distributed as follows :— y figures 
i . _Mds. Mas. 
or ‘ Vn . 47,482 e Assensole +e 549 
ati \ - 11 | Sitarampore we ., 488 
Aor / +» 443) Burrakur -. 15,886 
besated ie ; ee 287 4 _— 
ae: | Bip eo Jo S7,A75 
* a , * . 170 — 
+, 22,850 — 


and: y chiefly: f urulia and Jhalda, Consideriag how little tobacco is grown 
> thse por cnaet wl ow iti, 30,000 maunds, and we may 
railway carry at least this-amount. 

vay Fi iport to railway fi 9,109 maundsineluding 5,290 

8,0 por dette Bn Lect 1,257 maunds, or a yearly 
~ These i s oO Purulia, Jhalda, and Ranchee. Probably 


returns of Manbhoom shew 2,195 maunds (giving a yearly average 
or 
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‘ise, who feel the pressure of the high price of wood, and who, as a rule, are not in a posi! ’ 
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67. -Badbooi string.—This string, made from jungle grass, is not mpiapers hw 
in the railway returns. The trade is believed to be increasing. Large quantity of ae 
ss thr lia from Singbhoom, and the article is in great demand in Bancooraand = 
A a for use in thatching. During the seven months, from June to December 1882, Wi 
maunds were registered at Nadiara aud Purulia, Most of this came from Jhalda, andthe 
Singbhoom exports appear to have escaped registration, I have ascertained by special 
enquiries that between the 20th November 1882 and the 19th March 1883, 478 maunds of _ 


this article passed through Chandil from Singbhoom. Much of the trade is carried on — 
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oe 


sagars or block-wheeled carts, and on pack-bullocks or ponies. It is, therefore, peculiarly =~ 
difficult to register, as sagars can go almost anywhere, and their owners, as a rule, dislike the 

serais. In the district trade reports already referred to, the exports of this article from 

Manbhoom alone were estimated as follows :— Rey | 

: ‘ Mads. y 

In 1879-80... + o ss s. 10,000) | %; 

»” 1880-81 * “* ** ** * 20,000 ' of 

» 1881-82 .. x -. 40,000 | | 


These figures are admittedly conjectural; but having regard to the peculiar conditions 
under which dadooi string is exported, and the known defects of our system of registration, 
I believe the railway may count upon carrying between 10,000 and 20,000 maunds of this 
string during the year. Of course the estimate is not based upon any statistics, but I have 
myself seen such large quantities of babooi pesing along the roads, that I am sure the ies 
registration returns gave no idea of the magnitude of the trade. 

63, Coal.—The Railway returns shew a large export of coal from Burrakur and = = ~ 
Sitarampore. Most of this comes from collieries close to Burrakur, and will not affect 
the new line. Some coal will pens be carried on the section of the line hetween the — 
Damooda river and Sitarampore, but the statistics available do not enable me to gay how 
much, as there are no separate returns for the collieries lying near this section. In pa iph 
8 above, I have made some general remarks on the possible development of the Thevia f 
and Hingir fields. No estimate can be framed of the quantity of coal which those fields 
might throw upon the Railway. It would probably be very large. In a note upon the ad 
prospects of a Railway through Lohardugga and Sirgoojah to the Central Provinces, 
the Commissioner of Chota Nagpore has laid some stress upon the importance of i 
encouraging the use of coal for cooking purposes by the people of India. Wood fuel is dt 
known to be getting dearer almost yearly; the clearing of jungle progresses rapidly, and 
the operations of the Forest Department, for preventing and remedying the effects of waste- 
ful management, cannot te expected to produce any tangible result for years to come. If ey 
the people themselves could be induced so far to modify their habits as to use coal for ~ 
cooking, not only would the incessant clearing of jungle, with its evil effectsonthe rainfall 
aud onthe moisture of the soil, be put a stop to, but there might be some prospect of the 
manure, which is now used for fuel, being put upon the land. While in Ranigunge, in Pe 
January last, I ascertained that coke is very largely used there for domestic purposes, 
Every man who works in the coal mines gets a basket or two of small coal given him free __ 
of charge, and most of the miners are reported to help themselves liberally into the bar- 
gain, This coal is made into coke and used for cooking. Aguin, in the east of Govinde 
pore sub-division, there are a number of small coal-pits under native management, which 
export coke to Hooghly and Howrah, where it is sold by retail for cooking. These, no bA 
doubt, are only small beginnings among people who are accustomed to see coal in contin al. 









Phi 


to supply themselves with cow-dung fuel. But the fact that a beginning has been made ina 
matter where native prejudices are peculiarly strong, seems to point to an almost inde! “a 
expansion of coal traffic, directly railways have opened up fresh supplies of coal and made” 
it worth the while of producers to work for the native retail demand. Even ay seve; sos! 
much might be done in the way of popularising the use of coal, if the matter could be _ 
brought to the notice of natives in some practical way. ~ 

69. Dye-woods.—Both Hazaribagh and Lohardugga prodnce excellent 
dyes which are used in the manufacture of carpets carried on in the Hazaribagh 
of the Lobardugga dyes is given at pages 349-50 of my statistical account of | dag, 
district, forming Volume XVI of Dr. Hunter’s Statistical Account of Bengal. 1 Eb me 
muy be expected to develop when the railway opened, ‘but no estimate of the probabl 
exports can be framed. < edkdadn ie hee hedy delay eet bein ential 

70. Grain, Rice —The railway returns for 1882 shew the following net exports 
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Kanoo > Tse * 41,496 . 0 ) r 
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ed reg . 1 have ascertained that 3,000 maunds passed 

han etween Nov 1882 and March 1883, destined for Ravigunge and 
akur. In the District e Report for 1881-82, the export of rice from Manbhoom 
, was estimated at 20,000 maunds in 1879-80, and 10,000 maunds in 1880-81. In 
-82 exportation ‘was said to have stopped owing to the reduced demand consequent 
90d harvests in Bengal Proper, and the local surplus was believed to have been stored 
a ig arise of prices. The district officer on the other hand doubted the existence of 
any considerable surplus, thinking that most of the rice exported from Manbhoom came 
really from Singbhoom. The registration returns shew that rice is exported from Man- 
bhoom, but I think they materially understate the quantity, The existence of a 
la ye from Singbhoom is generally admitted. I would estimate the normal exports of 
both districts at 50,000 maunds, but I anticipate a large increase when the railway is 
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sine 8 Hides.—The exports of hides according to the railway statistics, are— 

No. No. 

* Burdwan «» 14,886 Assensole “5 601 

_Kanoo i: 225 Sitarampore as 5938 

Panaghur - 191 Burrakur os 35182 

~~ Durgapore sie 16 eed 

-. Ranigunge «+ 80,555 Total 47,748 





" ‘The local figures shew 9,980 hides (not maunds) registered at Purulia, and 83,289 at 
Nadiara, being a yearly average of 74,172 hides, or, taking six hides to a maund, of 12,000 
maunds. This, however, does not fairly represent the trade of the division. While at 
Raniguoge in January last, 1 saw some of the leading hide-merchants there, and their 
statements, though statistically indefinite, went to shew that a large proportion of the 
Ranigunge exports is derived from Chota Nagpore, On a comparison of the railway 
figares with the registration returns, and paying due regard to the general opinion as to the 
magnitude of the trade, I would estimate the quantity of hides to be carried by the new 
railway at from 25,000 to 30,000 maunds., 

A 7. Horns.—Net exports, according to railway figures, 1,764 maunds—1,386 from 

-Ranigunge, and 320 from Burrakur, None registered locally. The export in 1881-82 
was estimated at 1,000 maunds in the District Trade Report. 

73. Hurrah or myrabolams.—The railway figures shew an export of 7,344 maunds, 
of which 7,235 are from Ranigunge, the rest being divided between Burdwan, 
Panaghur, and Mankur. Only 108 maunds, destined for Bankoora, were registered locally. 
The trade, however, is known to be large. The tree (terminaha chebula) which yields 
myrabolams grows almost exclusively in Chota Nagpore ; and it may safely be inferred that 
the whole of the export shewn in the railway returus came originally from the districts 
of this division. 

. Lac, including lac-dye, shellac, stick-lac, and refuse.—Net exports, according to 

_ railway statistics, 1,03,181 maunds, divided among the stations us follows :— 



















Mas. 

Burdwan ae oe 141 

Mankur bi ts ~ 985 

ee: Panaghur a -s ee és 28,088 

_ Wanigunge vs : 5 ° 27,348 

" avs * Burrakur : ov $8 48,034 

AR i p 
a + ‘ain: Total .. 99,541 
Phe local registration returns shew— 
> ee Ae od bag 4. tae Mas. 
, eee ee sce i Sapte ase . “ 4,088 
=| oe sa ot a ws 7,639 
oe ‘ eee (te ; * it 1 rad 24,132 
made are tapeeinen eau Total +» 85,909 for seven months, 


maun ads, There is, however, good reason for 
. itade of the trade. The 
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ave roa cea The large rice trade from Sinc¥hooe Spee ppears to 
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ment Experimental Iron Works at oT ee j 

limestone on the south of the Pachete hill. W1 : 

- be able to undersell the small Goyindpore quarries mentioned above, will be clos 

to the rail, and they will send their produce direct to Sitarampore, Assuming the demand — 

to remain the some—and it w probably increase—the railway might count upon — 

carrying, say, 3,00,000 maunds of lime a year from near the Pachete hill to the Sitar 

pore station. Again, if the Burrakur Iron Works are started on a lar, pales? understand 
d two blast 
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iy they will require 75,009 tons of limestone a year to supply one Br 
Br furnaces, or 120,000 tons for two large and two small furnaces, as has recommended — 
x by Ritter von Schwarz. The whole or @ large portion of this would be carried by the — 
“vn railway, though only for a short distance, The railway would also oarry all iron manufac. — 
a tured by the Burrakur works which may be sent westward, The demand of the Central — 
oS Provinces is estimated officially at 15,000 tons a year. : 
; 76. Seeds, including mustard, surguja, and other oilseeds..—The railway returns shew 
it the following statistics :— ' 
* Stations, Exports, Imports, , 
Ne Burdwan ow ee alt 8,176 1,74,472 
i. ; , Kanoo eee eee eee saeeee weeeee 
MS Mankur ee ah eee 164 26,090 
3 Panaghur ‘55 ae aes 7 6,633 
Born Rajbandh jas > ese wa aac ‘ 85, 
ie Durgapore aa 7) ees 102 2,811 
a Ranigunge abs see «» 56,696 58,724 * 
"4 -Assensole vee eee see ete eee 1,876 
; Sitarampore oo oo oe 14 } 827 
Ha Burrakur wee ess see dheais 5,217 
‘Sper Total 60,159 2,75,685 
i ew cal 
ae Local registration gives the following results :— s 
Govindpore ant say a8 ae 82,483 
: ai Nadiara - aoe eee oe 30,979 
ee Total mr 63,492 


—_—_— 




















i or a yearly average export of 1,08,792 maunds. Most of the = jl registered at Govi e 
a were from Chatra, Bagodar, Burhi, and other marts in Hazaribagh; their destin 

. being Rauigunge, Burrakur, and Burdwan. The exports through Nadiara were mostly 
4, from Jhalda for Ranigunge, Bankoora and Sonamukhi. It must be admitted that the 
RG figures quoted above are rather puzzling. Oilseeds are the chief and most conspi > 


export of Chota Nagpore. One sees enormous quantities of them on every road the 
cold weather, and as pack-bullocks are largely employed to carry them, it.may be assumed 
that a considerable proportion of the export escapes registration, Taking the pcb 
figures as they stand, without making any allowance for omissions, and merely c 
them so as to represent a full year’s export, it will be seen that nearly 50,000 maunds do 
reach the East Indian Railway at all. On the other hand the railway figures shew an enor- 
mous importation of oilseeds into Burdwan and Bankoora, from which we may iufer that 
these districts grow oilseeds comparatively little and require large quantities of oil. The 
amount, then, by which the local figures exceed the railway statistics, represents the 1p- 
tion of the tract of country lying between the registration stations and the Hast Tan it 
omens The cultivation of ojlseeds will probably extend itself per hen — 

the rai may is opened. It is a kind of cultivation which gives little trouble, and which the _ 
a people understand. No irrigation is needed, and I have seen excellent crops grown b pe 
ft the stumps on land recently cleared from jungle. Within a few years the railway may 
, count upon carrying some 5,00,000 maunds yearly. { SR Sh ap 
77. Tea.—The railway figures shew an export of 3,273 maunds, all from Lo! 
t and Hazaribagh. In 1850-81 there were thirty-six tea plantations in these two | 
fee’, The industry can hardly be described as remarkably flourishing, but’ it has the gre: 
be advantage of cheap labonr, and is not likely to die out until the local rates of 
j and system of hiring labour undergo some more material changes than can be forese 
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78. ‘Timber.—The railway returns shew a preponderance of imports « 
her and thus throw no light upon the Chota Nagpore 5.” "The loos! vegintrabiea Mant 
<" a total of 11,542 sleepers, registered thus— <n Bui bao, ures 
ae ‘At Govindpore — ae Ww Heerreee re 
t e 4, Puralia f mas 5B parent 
; 4 »” ‘Nadiara ¥. oy Pen res 
ee Besides sleepers, there is al 
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prob: more harm to the forests than that for heavy timber, Which can 
: eu a harnnien. It would be useless to attempt to speculate upon the timber 
thatymay be carried by the.new line. Sources of supply hitherto untouched will be 
opened up, but the extent to which these will be drawn upon depends upon factors at present 
unknown—such as the extension of railways, the system of forest conservancy introduced 
ae pemeadan forests, the cost at which iron sleepers can be made, and the like. 
79. Tusser silk cocoons—Are exported to Bankoora, Burdwan, Beerbhoom, and Azim- 
garh in the North-West Provinces. ‘The exports for the three years ending 31st March 1882 
were, estimated as follows in the District Trade Report already referred to :— : 
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1879-80 eee nas 80,C00 kahans of 1,280 cocoons each. 
fansh 1880-81 . vee ane 15,000 e 
bye BB} BR ‘ : 7,509 is 


No reliance, however, can be placed on these figures, nor is there any reason for believ- 
ing that the exports declined during this period so remarkably as the estimate would shew. 
Some special registration started by mein Chandil, in November last, as a sort of rough check 
upon the returns given by the serai farmer in Purulia, shews that 4,077 kahans of cocoons 

ssed through the Chandil market between the 20th November 1882 and the 19th March 
183, Cocoons are very light, and take up much space in proportion to their weight, so 
that the trade would not be very important to the railway. 

80, Summary.—Vor the sake of comparison, the estimates of the trade in particular 
articles, attempted in the foregoing paragraphs, are collected and re-stated below in a tabular 
form, ‘This mode of statement brings out clearly enough the fragmentary and imperfect 
character of the estimates. No one who possesses a fair general knowledge of Chota Nagpore, 
and has watched the trade which passes along the main roads, will accept my estimate of 
imports as fairly representing the true demand, At the same time it is difficult to see how 
the quantities can be materially raised without putting the existing data altogether aside 

avd framing an estimate by mere guesswork. No attempt has been made here to anticipate 
the enormous extension of the import trade which will follow upon the opening of the 
railway. At present Chota Nagpore is in a primitive stage of economic development. The 

rice of almost all articles, excepting, perhaps, salt, is determined more by custom than 
° competition, and everywhere the tendency is for a small ring of mahajans to frustrate or 
minimize the operation of pure economic causes by manipulating this customary price in 
accordance with their own interests. Within the last two years several public markets have 
been opened in Manbhoom, and the determined opposition offered to these by small cliques 
of petty dealers has shewn very clearly how the country stands in need of the wholesome 
competition which a railway is likely to introduce— 


















Imports. Mds, Exports. Mds. 
Beer or 400 Grass and babooi string .. 20,000 
Betel-nuts a0 8,000 Coal és santas 
Blankets as 700 Dye-woods so Yeo 
Brass and brassware a 2,000 Grain, rice a 50,000 
Cotton and yarn oe 12,000 Hides oe 50,000 
in, oats +»  ° 14,000 Horns Bes 1,000 
eat oe 10,000 Hurrah or myrabolams_ .. 8,000 
Other grains and pluses .. 25,000 Iron = ee 
. unny-bags ee 2,000 | Lac «+ 1,00,000 
Jaggree and molasses ne 15,000 Lime -.  8,00,000 
Miscellaneous, including oil- Limestone ae” |. eaea 
man’s stores, furniture, Seeds +»  5;00,000 
umbrellas, &c. ‘a 10,000 Tea ea 8, 
aoe ad x 5,000 | Timber .. 10,000 
~ Oil-cake we 10,000 Tusser cocoons én scenne 
Fitoe good s “30,000 
is j 
Potatoes . 8,000 
Salt _ -- 288,000 
Spices ws i,5 
Sugar ‘ 5 : 
-‘Tamerind — 200 
iM ‘Tobacco ‘ oe 80,000 
-<Durmeric © . 5,000 
: Wines and spirits . 500 
Total  —s-...-—-4,28,800 Total .« 10,22,000 
-will be seen that, under the head of exports, no attempt has been made to esti- 


stone, and tusser-cocoons which the 






ntities of coal, dye-woods, iron, | 


to carry. The possible’ development of rival coal-fields, the 
Works, the demand which may spring up for indigenous 
the E sme fs are causes too cheno 


ate their results and express them in astatistical 
“may have an important influence on the 
Va fair chance of coming into play on a 





+ nos 







¥ 


oe ee ee 
ak al a hi att 


4 
can ee 


¥. 


¥ 
Pex 


& 










op ae 5 


ae ee 
tale 


TFS IG 


i on ul iy would " 
so-called Midnapore route, or, to speak } acer ly proposal ibstitute for 
the route from Chyebassa to Sitarampore, as Jaid.down by ~last year’s survey, a route from — 
Chyebassa to Calcutta through or near the town of Midnapore. The engitoertn Se 
to be encountered on this route form, I understand, the subject of a special report 
Mr. F. J. E. Spring, and need not bo further referred to here. The competition of the 
canal on the sections from Midnapore to Calcutta has often been discussed before; and it 
has already been shewn that, owing to the additional outlay involved in crossing a coun : 
Jeheaeoted by huge tidal rivers Mae] liable to be flooded on a large scale, the carriage of a 
ton of wheat from the Ceutral Provinces to Calcutta would be no cheaper by the Miduapore 
than by the so-called Burrakur route. One point, however,—and that, perhaps, the most 
important of all—has not yet been prominently brought to notice. Under ordinary conditions, * 
any railway may reckon upon carrying the trade of a strip of a country lying upon either 
side of the line, How broad the strip may be depends upon circumstances, but it is always 

a strip. This may be called the normal relation of a railway to the country which 

it serves, and it is the relation which obtains in the case of the Midnapore route. On the 
section from Chyebassa to Midnapore the traffic-yielding strip will necessarily be narrow, as it 

is hemmed in by the hills of the Orissa Tributary States on the ote side, and of the Chota 
Nagpore plateau on the other. The section from Midnapore,to Calcutta would command 4 
wide belt of traffic, but here the competition of cheap and easy communication by water 
has to be considered. On the other hand, the route from Ohyebassa to Sitarampore 
not only has no water communication to fear, but owing to the peculiar conformation 

of the country both commands the traffic of its own strip and cuts off, so to speak, 
the traffic of an enormous tract of country to the west, which can only find an outlet by 
flowing towards the new line. It crosses, as it were, the mouth of an estuary of trade 
and intercepts its cutire contents. This argument, the force of which will be evident from 

a glance at the annexed trade-map, applies equally to the route through Midnapore 











itself, and to the alternative scheme suggested by Mr. Wilson, Collector of Midnapore, 


for taking the line to Geuakbali, at the junction of the Hooghly and Roopnarain, and 
connecting it by a steam-ferry with the Diamond Harbour line, The latter route may be 
cheaper than the former, but it has special inconveniences of its own; and if it can be 
sbewn that neither will command such a large body of traffic as the Sitarampore route, “both 
are equally condemned. : 


= No. 240, dated Nagpur, the 11th July 1883. ' 


From—J. B. Furrer, Esg., c.s., Offg. Director of Agriculture, Central Provinces, 
To—The Secretary to the Chief Commissioner, Central Provinces, 


Rerernine to the Government of India letters marginally noted, I have the honour to 
ne ey ee submit the following report on the trade and trade re- 
No. 77, Statistics, dated 4th May1geg, SOUrces of Obhattisgarh in connection with the projected ~ 

. lines of railway now under consideration. 

2. These lines are three in number, ruuning respectively north, east, and south-east, | 
The first will connect Chhattisgarh with the Hast Indian Railway at Katni, vid Riwa ters > 
the second will connect Chhattisgarh with Calcutta, and, together with the present Nagpur - 
and Chhattisgarh State Railway, will form part of a line of through connection between | 
Calcutta and Bombay. The third line runs to the littoral of the Bay of Beng&l at Vizaga- 
patam. The prospects of this line have been already dealt with by the Chief Commissioner 
in a Minute dated 7th April 1883, and the present report is therefore confined to the lines’ 
running northward to Katni and eastwards to Calcutta, 

3. The country known as Chhattisgarh consists of an undulating plain surrounded by 
2 belt of hills on the west from the boundary of the Bhandara and Bulaghat districts, and — 
have been pierced by the only two good trade outlets Clihattisgarh possesses, first by the 
Great Eastern roud to Nagpur, and lately by the Nagpur and Chhattisgarh State matloage 
which has now been pushed some 50 miles beyond the hills into the Chhattisgarh plain: On 
the vorth the hills form an extensive block of wild and tncultivated country stre * 
over the whole of the northern portion of the Bilaspur district, as well as the greater pc ; 
of the adjacent district of Mandla, and running efistwards in a broad belt along th 
of Riwa and Chota Nagpur. The only trade outlets through this line of hills, w 
any way deserve mention, are those running from the Bilaspur district over the Borla I 
to Mandla and Jubbulpore, and over the Komo Pass to Sohagpur in Riwa territory. 
the trade which the difficulties of these routes admit of is at present unimportant. 
east, Chhattisgarh is bounded by the Eastern Ghats, which has the boundary be 
Central Provinces and Orissa and Ganjam. These Ghats are traversed by a road con 
Sambalpur with Calcutta, which was formerly used for the Bombay mails, but 
almost wholly deserted, aud most of the trailie which crosses this part of the frc 
is carried by the river Muhanadi, which is a trade route of considerable import 
border country towards the south-east and south is, perhaps, the wildest of any, foraiin 
places, stretches of uninhabited hill and forest reaching as far south a8 the Godavari, — 
ouly traffic route in this direction is that rauning towards Viz gapatam ®: 
State, along which a moderately large but decreasing traffic is ‘carried by 
bullocks. This route very pee coincides with one of the Ines  projectec 
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me |) “i ' i , © \ aa 4 : 
th renee. ‘This is pregisely the ea thickly d par 
- Obhattisgar two blocks separated by pg belt of Book Oo 7 ‘ock. pid tire 
the khalsa — of the Raipur and Bilaspur districts,—the portion, that is to say, held by 
ialguzars direct from Government,—and the other block similarly constitutes the khalsa 
m oa of the Sambalpur district. These blocks of khalsa territory are bounded and separated 
one another by tracts held in so-called zemindari right, that is to say, by proprietors 
intermediate between the malguzars and Government. car the zemindaris again are a 
number of feudatory chiefships which are connected with this administration by political 
relations, The average density of population in these different regions is clearly shewn by 
> Mase’ “A the following sketch map,* in which zemindaris are denoted 
- ; by dots and chiefships by cross lines. The sub-divisions 
into which the khalsa area is divided are tehsils, which are four in number in Raipur, three 
in Bilaspur, and two in Sambalpur. he general average density of population in the 
Dhamtari (Raipur) and Bilaspur tchsils is lowered by their including a large portion of 
waste country on their southern and northern borders respectively. 

_ 5. The total area of Chhattisgarh is nearly forty thousand square miles, and its popula- 
tion is over 44 millions, But it is not- probable that the projected lines of railway will 
derive much traffic from any part of Chhattisgarh outside tie khalsa except from the chief- 
ships of Nendgaon and Khairagarh, which are of exceptional fertility. So far as railway 

rospects are concerned, attention may therefore be confined to the khalsa portion of the 
Rai ur, Bilaspur, and Sambalpur districts, which, although only comprising one quarter 
of the total area of Chhattisgarh, include nearly half of the number of its inhabitants. 

6. The character of the country included in the khalsa of these three districts is by 
no means uniform. ‘The most productive portions are those where the black so-called 
*‘cotton”’ soil of Central India occurs, since here not only rice, but spring crops, such as 
wheat and linseed, can be profitably grown. Black soil occurs in isolated patches in several 
parts of Chhattisgarh, but only forms a continuous stretch at the western extremity, where 
it extends over the castern portions of the Drug and Simga tebsils, the greater part 
of the Mungeli tehsil, as well as over a large portion of the Nandgaon and Khairagarh 
chiefships. This tract may be certainly pronounced to be by far the most productive 
portion of Chhattisgarh. West of this belt the country stretches in a series of geutle un- 
dulations, the uplands consisting of poor reddish soil only suited for inferior crops, and the 
low lands of a yellow or reddish clay excellently fitted for the production of rice, Farther 
east the broad strip of jungle is met with, which is the eastern boundary of the Raipur 
Khalsa; and beyond it comes the Sambalpur khalsa which has for its prevalent soil the 
yellow clay mentioned above, and is almost wholly devoted to the production of rice. 

The extent of cultivation and its distribution amongst the more important crops in the 
khalsa of each of the three districts is shewn in tabular form below :— 



















PTY. PERCENTAGE OF CULTIVATED 
REA CULTIV ‘ 
Area cultivable, = ee AREA TO TOTAL ABBA, 


DisTier, Total area. 


At sottloment At sottloment 














At weeoe (1868-89), At present, (1868-69). 
Acros. Acres. 
$2,60,878 10,66,422 19,28 361 16,23,518 69 49 
79,28,280 7,04 295 10,834,218 9,59,431 6 49 
5,608,998 187,775 436,218 | Li cae a eee 

























OROPYED ALKA (EXCLUDING CUMTIVATED AREA BY TIE EXTENT OF LAND BEARING 
TWO CROPS WITHIN THE YEAR), 


jReresntage of 
area under 
Total, rice to total 
croppet area, 








1888 





} Monge sures are entitled to strict credit. ‘Those for Raipur and Bilaspur have 
he } from the village returns for 1882-83, and though very far from accurata, may 
"be taken as approximately true. ‘The village area of Sambalpur has never been mapped or 
no ii the figures given for this district are merely estimates. Sag 
~ 7. ‘Phe average size of a single holding in the Raipur and Bilaspur districts is not 
‘less than 20 acres, that is to say, more than double the average size of a holding in the 
|. Bundelkhand districts of the North-Western Provinces, in which, as in Chhattisgarh, irrigation 
is but seldom practised, and which therefore. offer a fair standard of comparison., The 
 gainfall has an average of about 40 inches, and the hills which encircle the districts 
_generally ensnre an adequate or nearly adequate supply. The soil is, as a rule, fertile, and 
in places of more than average fortility. ‘These causes have contributed to give Chhattis- 
the reputation of enjoying the largest surplus produce of any part of the Provinees. 
ne ee 
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‘the most thriving market in the two districts. The trade which 
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In 1868 the officer who had just ; 
(ifr, Chisholm) —.. if “ ; 
“The adventurous carrier class (Banjaras) following their of bullocks through the hilly wilds 
which shut in the Okbatisecrh plain in order that they may return laden with jal, bere not Ett 
termed the country “ Khalauti” (the land of threshing-floors). They find here a surplus produce, pie 
from the absence of facilities for export, seems inexhaustible, for in a pent number of peor pee. 
cannot fail to observe the prominent and capacious grain stores well raised above the ground, walled, an 
thatched, and containing from 50 to 200 cartloads of the great staple—rice. Wheat, oilseeds, and pulses 
are produced in great abundance, and there is a kind of reckless po ne Sf poe in many places in feeding, 
free of cost, all travellers who pass, that indicates a condition in which it may be said that want is almost 


A rough idea of the extent of the annual surplus in the khalsa alone may be gathered “4 
from the following calculations. The average outturn per acre for wheat, rice, other 
miscellaneous grains and oilseeds was estimated by the Settlement Officer of Bilaspur as 
7, 6, 6, and 7 maunds respectively and by the Settlement Officer of Raipur as 7, 10,6, and 8* 
maunds. It would be safe to assume 7, 8, 6, and 6 maunds as the rates of produce in 
ordinary years, In estimating the amount locally consumed, wheat must be altogether 
omitted, for little or none of it is eaten in Chhattisgarh, and it ils grown almost wholly 
for export. Of rice 4} maunds and of other grains, principally small millets, 2 maunds, 
would be an ample allowance per head of population, since this gives adaily ration of } seer 
(or 14 tbs.) to each person of whatever age, and it should include a margin for wastage. 
For the consumption of oil, haifa maund per annum per house is a liberal estimate ; 
this is equal to 14 maunds oilseed. Making a further deductior for seed, the resulting 
surplus is as below :— 


| Total produce, poe — Amount ased for | Annual surplus. 





















Wheat si sa] “MOMONBL | — Gases 2,382,808 | 18,98,818 
Rice .» | 1,56,02,072 | 89,68,084 | 29,25,878 | $7,08,610 ; 
Other grain af ...|  48,15,086 | 87,76,036 | 8,96,953 | 649,747, 
Oil-seeds he w.{ 19,20,978 | 867,287 82,016 | 10,21,675 


In considering these figures, it should be borne in mind, firstly that they only relate to 
the khalsa portion of the Raipur and Bilaspur districts, and that the surplus produce of 
zemindaris and chiefships is not included. This surplus is very large indeed in the case 
of the Nandgaon and Khairagarh chiefships, where wheat is extensively grown for export. . 
Secondly, the surplus is rendered smaller than it should be by the inaccuracy of the 
statistics of area, which err very largely on the side of understating the extent of culti- 
vation. Thus the area under wheat in Bilaspur is represented to have not increased since 
settlement, whereas it is a well-known fact that there has been a very considerable increase : 

On the subject of these statistics the Commissioner writes :— } 


“ From my own experience I can answer for the statistics of new cultivation since set-° 
tlement being incorrect. For instance, in the low country I found, two years 
ago, that the village pace shewed little or no increase of cultivation, but when I 
went over the ground with the village books in my hand, I found that in many 
instances there was no caltivable land left uncultivated. Another proof of increase 
in cultivation is the fact that all wild animals, such as buffaloes and bison, have 
been driven from east of the Mahanadi. Ten years ago buffaloes swarmed in 
the Lon country (east of Balodo) : now they are almost unknown west of — 
the river.” , Nm 
8. Of the present trade of Chhattisgarh, there is very little definite information. 
© Marked B. The principal existing marts and trade routes are shewn in ped 
; the following sketch-map.* The khalsa of Raipur and 
Bilaspur varies very greatly in fertility, and is very far from yielding a surplus produce 
over the whole of its area. The position of the most fertile tracts is indicated 
shading on the map. For the wheat-producing tract on the west, Mungeli, Dongarg 
and Nandgaon are the principal marts. For the rice-growing tract on the sow 
Dhamtari and « number of smaller marts ; while Baloda is the collecting centre for | 
rice-country towards the north-east (containing the fertile tract of Lon), and is, perhay 
transacts is very considerable, but is drawn from the country north-east and so ; 
and not from the tract in its immediate vicinity. yen ae 
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til the o is ‘of the isgarh State Railw . the road between 
p Sgpur was the main e Chhattisgarh ria her on this road 
uring the years 1871—1877, with the following results :— 









From Catattisoann. 


Yran. 





Tota! ali com- 


Total all com- mir 
moditios, 


modities, 







Other grain, Oil seeds, 








Wheat. | Rice. 





1,64,428 | 2,82,748 | 3,45,791 | 85,185 53,979 8,00,339 





j | 1,47,428 
1872-78 ace 2,21,698 2,26,659 | 8,66,]98 | 4,01,759 | 1,834,553 25,653 | 10,25,003 
1873-74 «| 1,21,702 | 1,383,028 | 2,92,489 | 38,79,203 | 1,71,192 | 1,61,479 | 10,42,048 


1,67,805 | %,29,059 | 2,66,025 | 2,68,671 | 1,95,126 | 10,382,510 
1,04,300 | 2,560,502 | 2,41,472 69,496 | 5,70,662 | 11,67,901 
1,07,752 ; 


1874-75 ee | 1,837,542 
1875-76 oo $4,829 
1876-77 He | eseues 


t 


_ ‘The very considerable stream of traffic along this road was one of the principal reasons 
for the construction of the Nagpur and Chhattisgarh Railway, which runs almost parallel 
to, but at some distance from, it. The railway first commenced to carry Chhattisgarh traffic 
when opened to the Amgaon station on the western side of the line of hills bounding the 
Raipur plain. This took place in November 1481, and in December 1882 the line was 
carried through the hills to Nandgaon, 60 miles on their eastern side, An indication of 
the effect which the railway has had on the traffic running parallel to it by road is given 
by the receipts at a toll-bar situated on the Raipur-Nagpur road, almost exactly midway 
between these places, which are compared below with the exports from the Nandgaon and 

arb stations (within the Chhattisgarh plain) and the Amgaon station (immediately 
outside.it) up to the end of June 1883 ;— 








Exports rrom— 





Amgaon. | Dongargarh 


188) Half-year ending June 80th a: ons obs sesibee Sint 10,476 
itto December 31st wT) 1,976 os eee 2,688 

Half-year ending June 30th ou SO 04O)] © iscttcahs  waeses 9,547 

882 Ditto December 31st sod 8,590 10,851 4,724 1,056 
1888 Half-year ending June 80th is * 7,54,655 | 14,92,653 2,486 





The opening of the line to Amgaon had but little effect on the road traffic, but 
its extension to Nandgaon has decreased it by three-fourths. The exports from 
the Don th and Nandgaon stations during the seven months since they were opened 
theman ath Dooceraber 1882 to 80th June 1883), have been great beyond all expectation, 


- and would have been greater had the railway been able to carry more. They are shewn ~ 


bo From Dongargarh. From Nandgaon.. 


HI Tl Sears Mads, Mas. 
Rice ae = we 2,07,467 5,838,799 
Wheat: b bes vee <<» 868,950 5,14,417 
ae ae ee roe 3,96,962 

abe ore ros aes net" 
“otal all commodities cae 7,69,586 15,21,518 





‘the road teaffic of the balf-yearét } of its amount in 1876-77 (when-th 
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vid the Komo pasa, The traffic Feiss (erg pate was rogistered during the | ‘ 
1871-1877, aan tee results are abstr below— { 
pert i - RRR Wes the 
Importa into Bilaspur, Exports from Bilaspur. * ‘ | 
| bey 
! Salt. | Wik Rice Othor grains. | Oilsoods, | Total all “4 
ir: dition. mmodit ae 
' 4 
Mads. Mads. Mads. Mads. Mds. Mads. Mads, f 
; 1871-72 | 1,266 | 10,480 11,890 79,281 ORS) ik. 110,788 
1872-73 vag 5,824 | 19,193 4,154 98,281 2,560 2 1,564,128 
1873-74 Se 8,165 | 18,737 1,81,136 1,27,205 5,258 | 207 8,47,162 
1874.75 .. | 2,707 | 10,463 | 83,685 137,985 | 11,891 | 1,695} 2,709,284 
1875-76 sas 339 | 12,071 | 21,105 20,561 | 10,887 | 5,617 77.311 


> — 





In comparison with the large annual surplus available for export the traffic is 
insignificant, but considering the difficulties of the road and the cost of transportit is rather 
a matter for surprise that there should be any traffic at all than that the traffic should be 
asmall one. It has been calculated that there must be a difference in price between Bilaspur 
and.Jubbulpur amounting to 200 per cent. before it can pay to carrya consignment of 
wheat from one place to the other. 

No statistics whatever are available of the traffic of the Mahanadi, which ‘is known to 
be not inconsiderable. It is fed partly from Seorinarain in the Bilaspur district, partly 
from the town of Sambalpur, and partly from the towns of Binka and Patna at the south-east 
corner of the Sambalpur district. 

The exports principally consist of rice, in return for which large quantities of cocoanuts 
and some saltare brought up-stream to Binka, whence they are distributed by cart. 

The remaining traffic route is that running towards tie Madras coast from 
the south-east corner of the Raipur district, and the trade along this line has been already 
discussed in the Chief Oommissioner’s Minute on the projected railway between Raipur 
and Vizagapatam. It is not of any great present importance. The mainstay of the trade: 
was the import of salt for consumption of the eastern portion of the Raipur and Bilaspur 
districts. This import is now giving way before the Bombay salt, which is thrown into 
Chhattisgarh by the railway from Nagpur. ‘The eastern portion of the Bilaspur district has 
always hitherto consumed Madras salt, but during the last year Madras salt was altogether 
supplanted by the Bombay article. 

11. So far then as existing traffic is concerned, railway lines running either north or 
east from Chhattisgarh will not have much to commence upon. But the insignificance” 
of the trade at present is entirely due to difficulty of communication, and there is little 
doubt that a large export would be at once created by the removal of this difficulty. In this — 
‘export trade wheat, rice, and oilseeds would form the staple commodities, but .a.considerable . 
accession of traffic may be expected from forest produce, especially lac, which is at present | 
exported to Mirzapur in large quantities. The return traffic is likely to be a light one for 
some years, since the population of Obhattisgarh is almost entirely rural, and will take 
time to become large consumers of foreign manufactures. They will require an annual 
supply of at least 4,50,000 maunds of salt, and their annual consumption of European cotton- ri 
goods and metals may be safely estimated at 1,20,000 maunds and 80,000 maunds respec-— 
tively. fn 

¥, There are two sides from which the resources of Chhattisgarh deserve. speci ' 
consideration-—one is in relation to its future position as a wheat-exporter, avd the other isin 
relation to famive supply. For the production of wheat on a large seaic, Chhattisgar 
enjoys many striking advastages. The climate is suitable, and there is abundance of. the 
black soil which produces the wheat of the Negbudda valley, ou which wheat can be 
year after year without either manure or irrigation. In order to asceitain the extent 
of this soil in the Raipur and Bilaspur districts, an elaborate investigation has been a 
based on an examination of the settlement records of each village in the two districts, 
general result of this enquiry is shewn below :— 




















Area of black soil suitable for wheat, 
Disrarcrs, 


Sown with wheat at Sown with othor | Uneultivated at 
crops (princi; 
present, rice) ag pally present, 
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Acres. 
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“also by its appropriating the area of black soil on which rice is now 

ch is, if anything, not so well suited to the production of. rice as the yellow 

ee clays which abound to the centre and east of the districts, Where the cultivation 

of wheat.extended to the full area of black soil available, and the whole of the produce ex- 

ted, there would be, making a deduction for seed, an annual export of nearly 60 lakhs 

maunds or one million quarters. It may be held desirable to consult the interests of the 

. wheat trade in aligning the railway : with a view to this 

* Marked U. a sketch-map* is appended, which shews the distribution of 

black soil in the Raipur and Bilaspur khalsa, based on calculations made village by village. 

- Jt will be seen that the area of black soil is most continuous on the west of the Sheonath 

river, The percentage of black soil to the total area in each of the seven tehsils of the 
Bilaspur and Raipur districts is as follows :— 


Wostern Tehsils, Eastern Tehsils. 
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A line leaving the Nagpur and Chhattisgarh State Railway at Dongargarh, and running 
round south of Muugeli to Seorinarain, would therefore be the one most suited to the 
requirements of the wheat export traffic. It may be noted that such a line would avoid 
crossing either the Sheonath or Mahanadi, The connection of Raipur with Nandgaon 
would in this ease be left to an extension of the Vizagapatam line. 

18. So far as famines are concerned, Chhattisgarh can afford to contemplate railway 
extension from the exporting side. The advantages which it enjoys in comparative certainty 
of rainfall have been already touched upon; and although, in the present paucity of com- 
munications, the occurrence of a famine in Chhattisgarh would be a terrible disaster, it is 
fortunately a contingency which does not require very serious consideration. But these 
yeasons from another point of view are the strongest which could possibly be urged in favour 
of opening up by railways a tract whieh may be regarded as one of the granaries of India. 
The large exports of grain which poured from these provinces during the period of the 
Madras famine were largely drawn from Chhattisgarh at atime when the only means of 
communication between Raipur and Nagpur was a road involving a journey of at least 10 
days either way. The enormous exports from the Nandgaon and Dongargarh stations 
during the last six months are an indication of the extent to which export of grain in" 
famine times could be increased were roads supplanted by railways. The Government of 
India wake special reference in their enquiries to the possibility of Chhattisgarh providing 
fodder for a large number of Northern Indian cattle in the event of a famine. Good 
eattle fodder is as scarce in Chhattisgarh as in most other rice districts, and the miserable 
condition of the village cattle in Raipur and Bilaspur testifies to the innutritiousness of + 
rice straw as a diet. Under present circumstances, therefore, the capabilities of Chhattisgarh 
in the direction of foddcr-supply would be limited to the grass in which its jungles abound, 
and which annually makes the hills and forests round its borders a favourite hot-weather 
pasture-ground for thousands of cattle. ? 


Memorandum by the Chief Commissioner, Central Provinces, dated 1st August 1883. 


The Government of India have asked for— 
(1) The area of land in each pergunnah of each 
Blo. SABA. 06 /9th Apel 1685, district now under wheat ; | 
(2) The area suitable for wheat ; 
(83) Similar information regarding oilseeds and other produce likely to seek the oy 
; railway for transport to cigs! or Calcutta ; 
pees (4) Information as to the protective character 
» No. 77 of 4th May. of the Nagpur-Bengal, Bilaspur-Katni, 
Raipur-Vizagapatam lines of railway ; 
(6), Information as to the probable remunerativeness of the same lines. 
eam ‘Regarding the Bilaspur-Katni line, it is particularly enquired whether the Bilas-- 
pur terminus would always have a surplus of grain crops to draw upon, and whether fodder 
could, in case of necessity, be exported thence to the North-Western Provinces, 
2 Im order that reply may be given to the foregoing questions, it is necessary to 
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Ne pacity of ne Chhattisgarh tract to produce surplus produce for export ; 
aie eagactty to stworb imports, 
iquiry is to a certain extent si 4d by the circumstance that the trade of 
sgar' ros ‘not mixed eos the outside world. Nothing comes , 
re-export oo ® an. ancient an seat Ss elas ae 
of Raipur and Bilaspur, the sm tofSambalpur, = } 
of eee round as It exports its own 
8 id no more; and 
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Rea hall mea Ss yy : Stasi) A ighbiste h Sete F 
‘trade in” ebuGéhued Whey might! ax well be made in the air. ‘Their constracti 
complicate the trade of Chhattisgarh in the least. . Drsaiad copes 

8. The Director of Agriculture has described = ysical characteristics of the tratt 
in the letter which accompanies this report. The following table gives statistics, so fa 
as they are known, of area and population. ‘The latter are, of course, based on the recent — 
census; the former on village papers for khalsa and zemindari lands. In the case of — 
feudatories, they are mere rough estimates. Much doubt has of late been thrown on the 
aecuracy of village papers, butthe results here and farther on in this Memorandum have shewn — 
at all events the appearance (with some few exceptions) of being roughly accurate. But it — 
is probable, if not certain, that they err by under-estimating the cultivated area, rite Red): 

The proportion of land shewn as unculturable in Raipur and Bilaspur is extremely 
small, and we may conjecture therefore that the column “‘ Oulturable ” contains a good deal 
of very inferior land. In Sambalpur this must be especially the case. Riv 


Khalen somin- | 
Disrercrs. | dar or fa Cultivated | Ouiturable, | Others, | Total. ron "| ’ 
tory. | boriginal, : 
f 1,928,901 | 068, 
7 


206,005 | 8,200,878 | 1,141,882 r 
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scape hc Ue | Macy” SR Po ah re momo, } 
1,701,120 | 487,000 | 100,817 | anid to be of 
~T.s88,297 —_ 2046 ood “quality 
1,928,230 746,130 * Thin fleare” is 
2,047,190} “B7i,197 } vy Coma 


641,187 100,181 20,156 but it aioe 





—_——— “ feu res 
satya eonvba sevens 1,126,508 183,703 8 ven by 
(sad ID (EES es PS I aL a oa ct he ‘. ot 
Khalsa... 436,918 vil. 583,005 | 862,058 in 1 
Zomindarl " (a)520,222 ‘ sae yanozes | Baan jf M88 f 








Sambalpur .., Repors 
t oe ) 1,055,840 7,814,080 960,461 47,297 \'a) Ravin p 
Fuedatory (a if _% 461 207" ) Fatieantod x “4 
Toil call’. wc Ml thy ails Gea SM h oeame 1,653,900 93,049 | Officer of Sum- 
balpur, 








N. B.—When figures are bracketed on the left, the figure mors sepreseiite facts as now existing ; that below, facts nt time of 
settlement, - } 








The progress made in cultivation since settlement is less, especially in Bilaspur, 
than might have been expected: it has probably been somewhat understated. On'the 
other hand, if it has been understated, then the amount of waste land which we have to 
count on in the future as likely to come under cultivation has been pro tanto increased.  ~ 

‘ 4. Coming now closer to the matter in hand, viz. the production of Ohhattisgarh, the 
following table shews the distribution of the crop area in Ahalsa tracts. lhe 
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Raipur... | 2,028,961 2,164,970 Ieee | Uae sf 
Bilaspur... f bn ag reve i Mi i Ane 
Sambalpur .., 436,215 480,218 | sevesy A 35,440 O08 | 17,285 | sersae 


XN. B.—When hives of figures twe bracketed, that above represents existing facts; that bolow facts as at time of settleniofit, 


From this table i: will appear that Chhattisgarh is pre-eminently and emphatic. 
food-producing tract,—its non-food crops are quite insignificant in extent,—and tha 
great staple product is rice ; that after ricecomes “ other grain,” i.¢., chiéfly kodu and ke 
after which come wheat and oilseeds. Looking at the districts separately, we find a 
amount of wheat and oilseeds in Raipur, a very small amount in Bilaspur, and 
any of cither in Sambalpur, which practically produces rice only. mi 

5. Before going further and enquiring what the produce of the areas just 
it will be convenient to refer to the case of Sambalpur, and to explain why it is 
district will play but a small part in our caleulations. It has then to be s 
Sambalpur district has at present, roughly speaking, no export trade to the » 
that what little import thove is takes the line of the Mahanadi. Returns, 
not inconsiderable export of grains by the river, but this all comes from © 
corner of the Bilaspur district. And the Deputy Commissioner shews that, w! 
Calcutta is open, things will not, for some time at least, be great 
nadi being fordable only during two months of the year, and t 
for carts owing to its rocky channel, merchandise from the tra 
cost aad difficulty of ferrying it conside! 
line ; and that it is all the more n th: ; 
which traverse this tract are 
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-s of} soa Pastebin a. maui nv " 
'; and imports into vhis southern tract would, to a great extent, 
oner thiuks, take this route, But imports, the popuiation of the tract 
ng so la ed of wild tribes, would never be covsiderable. It is assumed then 
‘that, for a long time at all events, the part of Sambalpur which lies south of the river would 





 eontribute but little to railway receipts. The northern tract would draw all its imports by | 
rail and might-export something, but in the absence of better statistics than those of the 
summury settlement, it is impossible to say what amount, if any, of surplus rice would be 
-available. ‘The amount would certainly be small. Wheat is not grown at all in Sambatpur. 
6. It follows from the preceding paragraph that we ee not go far wrong if we con- 
fine attention to the Raipur and Bilaspur districts. In the 7th paragraph of his letter, 
Mr. Faller gives what he takes to be the surplas produce of the khalsa of these two 
districts. 
_ As everything depends on this estimate, I give all the calculations in detail in the 
following table :— ‘ 
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remelnt DE. 
Total. 















Wheat 181,214 7 | 1,268,498 181,214 | 1,087,284 

. ” " \y 2 8, 

Olisesdo (009 | 6} 1,410/414 23,507 | 834,198 

Total ...| 2,129,605 15,803,384 4,811,820 

Wheat : 61,089 | 7 7 ee 1 06,534 

Dane ~|  Giooea| 8 | owas | totes 

13 

pve smal 65,004 | 6 ik "314578 | 4 soors 187,477 
5,850,955 1,352,808 





Tota! .. | 1,171,626 





® In the case of oilseods consumption per house is taken. The number of people and houses in the two district is— 





Population. Houses, 
Bilaspur mi ms Be 208,719 
~The Deputy Commissioner, Raipur, calculating for ai! food-grains and assuming— 
‘ Mads. 8rs, 
Average outturn per acre cos eee 8 80 
Consumption per head ane ase 6 34 
y* Seed per acre are eee 1 5 
estimates’ the available surplus of his district as follows :— . 
Mads. 
~. All food-grains ee — ane 66,30,876 
hg Oilseeds mr ue an 38,47,406 
Other produce* iy we a 21,850 
re eal Pees 4 . ; 70,00,132 maunds, 
“nin . or, say, 259,263 tons. 


‘The Deputy Commissioner, Bilaspur, assuming the following factors :— 


Outturn per Consumption Seed por 
acre. _ per head. acre, 


“~~  Mds. = Mads. 
tie .: 













+e Pres baes . 4} 1 
ee ate 5 1} 1 
aie Mads. - 
morn St Vat Ue meeeeT 610,890 
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- Bilaspur. 905,104 19,28,060 ; 
atecheenig cones ae | 
Total . 79,05,286 67,09,880 sora 








These estimates are not strictly comparable because, while that by the Deputy Commis- 
sioner, Raipur, includes all export, that by the Deputy Commissioner, Bilaspur, includes 
food-grains only, and Mr, Fuller includes food-grains plus oilseeds, but for all practical pur- 

they may be accepted as for purposes of comparison ; and the conclusion to which LT _ 
am led is that, while the Deputy Commissioner, Raipur, has erred on the side of excess, and | 
the Deputy Commissioner, Bilaspur, in the opposite direction, Mr. Fuller’s estimate is a fair 
approximation to fact. gt 

7. The Settlement Report of the Bilaspur district supplies‘a means by which the figures _ 
for Bilaspur may be tested. Thus, Mr, Chisholm gives (paragraphs 142 and 180 of report) : 


Total produce. Available f , 
. Md “al i 
Khalsa eee ne OR ROO anny 4. me baad 4 | 
Zemindari ove oe 24,48,823 saacet 
Total .. _-77;21,480 14,04,000 oa 





so that the amount available for export from the khalsa portion of the district would be about 
$rd of the total, or, say, 10,00,000 maunds. But since settlement cultivation has iacreased _ 
say, ith according to the returns, and as these are believed to be under the mark, and 
as it is probable that cultivation has increased more rapidly than population, and, therefore, 
than consumption, we may, I think, add at least }th, if not 4ths to Mr. Chisholm’s estimate, — 
thus bringing the present khalsa surplus to 12,50,000, or perhaps 14,00,000 maunds. 
The reason why Mr, Fuller’s estimate ae Mr. Chisholm’s is that he takes the 
outturn per acre for rice at 8 maunds,* while Mr Chisholm 
Raipur. te: ic mand, one thie took it at 6 maunds. My idea is that Mr. Qhisholm’s . 
was, I beliove, certainly an over-estimate. estimate is nearer the mark. If the surplus production of | 
rice in a single year is 14,96,562 maunds from the khalsa of Bilaspur alone, it seems 
strange that the people should have gone on cultivating rice to so large an extent; that 
ig the” tende $0. the noe from the price of rice should have ruled even as high as it hay ; 
Bilaspur was so small that allattemptto that more rice should not have in the years before the 
registor it was given up. railway forced its way to tJubbulpur and Nagpur; and 
that now that the railway has touched Chhattisgarh, though not the true rice tract, more 
rice should not have been offered for export (vide table in paragraph 9 of Mr. Fuller’s letter). =. 
If Mr. Fuller’s estimates are wrong, it ig in respect to rice, and I should be disposed to — 
_ reduce the outturn per acre to 7 maunds (if not to 
uz bees P sean of acres under rice in @ maunds), and so to reduce the surplus by }9,50,259 
" maunds,t making the total available surplus 47,89,621 or 
176,282 tons. ea 
8. Such being the present exporting capacity of the thalsa produce ofthe two dis- 
tricts, we have to add a large amount for the surplus of the zemindaris and fuedatories, 
Nothing more than a guess can be offered; the cultivated area being (vide table in 3 : 


paragraph 3)— \ 














Khalsa. --Zemindaris and Fuedatorios, 
Mas. Mas. ne 
Raipur we Ss -. 19,28,861 10,830,380. - el 
Bilaspur o's ee «. © 10,84,216 4,387,569", 
i 4 
Total +» 80,12,577 14,67,899 4 


The surplos from the zemiadaris and fuedatories should be about half that of the.k 
but I should not be disposed to take it at more than 4th, because, with some consi 
exceptions, cultivation in the zemindaris and feudatories is poorer than in the khal 
A large proportion of their inhabitants consists of aboriginal tribes, and grains of-infe 
class, and not suitable for export, are largely cultivated there, ‘Taking the proportions 









we have— 


Tons. oa 
Khalsa export a0 1FB, 289 1 chect 
ich for zemindaris and feudatories +. 44,070 


——— 


No attempt can be made to shew the proportions in which the various g e 
tribute to this export; but the following figures relating to zeminduries, tak : 
* 1 take the area of the zomindaris in Bilaspur as at sottlement, since the fig es for arca ; 
obviously wrong. (=i sltgensl bx’ Sie cn 
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“re 


expected from the zemindaries— — 


Acros, 
srr ae Cultivated area ve +. 287,144 
etter Of which under wheat 4 om 16,922 . 
* ~ Ditto rice ss .. (82,677 


9, The present exporting capacity of the two district zemindaris and feudatories _ 


included having been estimated, it remains to enquire what additional export may be expected 
as cultivation, under the influence of high prices, advances. 

As to Raipur, Mr. Hewitt states that at settiment there were |,217,223 acres cultur- 
able land, of which 4rd was of exceptionally good quality and cleared. This area has now 
heen reduced to 1,066,422 acres, and we may assume a large part of the specially good land 
has been occupied. The area remaining is about half the cultivated area. The culturable 
area in the zemindaris and feudatories is not given. 

Bilaspur—The culturable area of the zemindaris at settlement is given at 733,014 acres : 
that of the feudatories is not given. 

Considering the small amount of land shewn as unculturable (column 5 of table in 
aragraph 3), I cannot, as already remarked, but conclude that, under “ culturable,” much 
and of very inferior quality was shewn ; but making all allowances, we may, | think, assume 

that the 220,000 tons of present export may, as Mr. Hewitt has predicted, rise to 300,000 
under the stimulus of railways e 

10. In trying to estimate the effect of this available surplus on railways, the most 
important point for consideration is, 1s the quality of Chhattisgarh rice such as to secure 
it a favourable reception in the markets of India? Wheat and oilseeds are most important 
articles of export, but as Chhattisgarh is, as I have said, emphatically a rice-producing 
tract, the most important point for us to know is, will all its surplus rice be exported? On 
the west, until the Nagpur district is reached, the rice of Raipur and Bilaspur has to pass 
through a rice-producing country: ou the east the same remark holds good. How far then 
can it be carried at a profit? 

The question I have put will not appear quite uncalled for to any one who remembers 
that, in the case of articles like food-grains, the demand for which, while it is imperative 
up to a certain point, ranges between very narrow limits, a small excess or defect in supply 
creates enormous differences in price, A deficiency of j;th in the food-supply Kg a 
population will run the price of the whole up to famine point, and a small excess over 

ssible consumption will depreciate prices proportionately. Prices in Chhattisgarh have 
Pigs abnormally low, owing to the constant presence of such an excess, and they will rise 
most rapidly, and quite apart from the effect of prices in other markets on them, when the 
surplus begins to diminish. I can scarcely doubt that nearly all the surplus rice, as estimated 
above, will bear exportation; but much depends on its quality, and on this point fuller 
enquiry will be made. It is, as I have said, remarkable that so little was offered for export 
during the last season. 
11, I now come to the subsidiary point, whether wheat cultivation will extend, and 
whether it will extend at the expense ofother crops, I do not quite understand why this 
question should have been deemed of special importance. The wheat trade with Europe 
has of late assumed large proportions, but rice is as profitable to railway to carry as 
wheat, and is, if anything, in more general demand; and it would certainly seem that the 
idea of asking cultivators to exchange a crop which they grow at advantage for one which 
they will grow at less advantage is a mistake. In fact, to suggest this change is to suggest 
that all surplus rice will not be exported, and therefore that what ought to be the sheet 
anchor of the railway will fail, and that the most direct benefits of the railway will be 


~ eonfined to a fraction of the agricultural population, viz. those growing wheat and oilseeds, 


12. But taking the question as it stands, I note that Sambalpur grows uo wheat at all; 

i . that the area under wheat in Bilaspur is very small, and 
"A Tittle is, it ix believed, grown in ghews no tendeney to incretse ; and that the area in Raipur, 
Kalebendl. though considerable, is as nothing compared witi that 
under rice, and has increased in a proportion but slightly more rapid. I have no doubt 
whatever that the new demand for wheat will produce its effect and very quickly, and I, of 
‘course, appreciate the importance of variety of crop ; but I do not quite see how the change 
will affect the total amount of export, the thing with which we are now concerned. One 
advantage, it is true, wheat has over rice, viz, that it will for the most part be carried 















the other side. This is undoubtedly an important consideration in estimating 


wight to Calcutta or Bombay ; while rice may stop short at Nagpur or some point short of 
Beloetaon 
ieee 


ms 
It has been usually assumed that wheat is grown only in land classed as kanhar, 
rs that it is sometimes sown in ‘ dorsa’ as well as in kanhar. ‘Che figures are— 


or of Raipur, shew thet very little wheat and no very large amount of rice 











gash Neate 
p ing the entire culturable area of the end manatees . 
capable of wheat, but in only 230,000 acres it is at present cult zemindaris — 
and feudatories are included, a considerable addition has to be made to these. 8. 
It is noticeable that Bilaspur with a Sa kauhar area than Raipur grows far less wheat, 
14. The following table of prices will prove the point urged above that there is no Peart . 
it 
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ig reason why rice should not be exported as freely as wheat, The former grain, as pad 
in have been expected, seems to have the adyautage ia difference of price in the beginning of 
ie the cold weather, the latter in the beginning of the hot weather ; and, clearly, if rice is not oa 
et to be freely exported from Chhattisgarh, we shall, besides losing the financial sheet anchor of ~~ 
Boa the railway, find export limited to a few months of the year after the ripening of the spring 

a crop. Ishould not be disposed to align the railway with special reference to wheat + 


cultivation. 
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Wholesale price per ton uf undermentioned food-graius on 80th November and 31st May. 
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'e, Wheat, By Riox, 18T KIND, 
Sg Cost of : 
~? Yours. At Raipur. | carringe to At Nagpur, | At Raipur. : 
| Nagpur, 
Py 
ON sisr MAY. 
Rs. av.) Rs. a. ?.) Re. a. P| Rs. a. P| Re, a. Pp.) Rs, a. P, Re. a. 2. 
1878-79 ... uo 40 8146) 120° 7430 8 814 6) 140 0 0 12006 
1879-80 8 9 614 6 7410 8 so 0 0 814 6) Iw 0 0 B28 8 
270641 sis 6 48)1 1 62 4 6 814 6) 112 0 6 ™%10 8 
38 911] 6818 6] 70°00) 683 5 4] 816 6| 1% 7 1 7°00 
4710 7] 816 6 87] soa CG] Bis 6] 120 0 70 00) © 
15. Turning to imports, the estimate tag the Director of Agriculture in para- 
graph 11 of his letter is certainly not excessive. r. Fuller gives— \? 
Mds. Hine + 
Salt = his te ss ws 450,000 ni 
Piece-goods ... ae is sue «120,000 - 
Metals sig Si vee Bis «+ 80,000 
“nok Total vw. . '650,000 eoakties 
to which may be added 1,00,000 for miscellaneous articles and cocoauuts, which now come 
in large quautities from Cuttack, but which the railway will attract. The total import trade 
may therefore be taken at { million maunds or 27,777 tons, 3S" id 
16. Coming now to the question whether the traffic estimated as aboye would rendera > | 
through line to Calcutta on the broad-guage remunerative, it would require very special 
knowledge, and a very careful enquiry with regard to toa? A article of trade, to fix the point 
at which the attractions of Calcutta and Bombay wo be equal, and where therefore 
trade would divide east and west- Mr, Hewitt makes an estimate much more favourableto 
Calcutta than I should be disposed to adopt, But I shall probably not be far wrong 
Bae if L assume that Raipur forms the point of bifurcations ; 
5 vo Bilagpagn'» Perbaps te put newer and that three-fifths ofthe traffic goes to Nagpur and two. . 
fifths to Burrakur. yee 
The calculation willthen stand thus — , arene rahe 
Total immediate export oa vis =" 
Going to Burrakur, two-fifths ... tee eae 
Ditto Nagpur, three-fifths ,,, ast 
Rate per— 


Tons. Miles, Rss Miles, 
Per 88,000 «x OF = 4,125. x 400-=— J), 
6) 182,000 x 9 = 6,187 x 190 = 11,75 


eae ’ 
2 (Ae At 07 T 
Behe Nera. Ee tn sett eh ee a lly 





’ ts 21,7 tons, whish I would divid 





ee ; 
Gross profit, 
Tons. Rs, (he 
2 eae 2 ie .. 6,666 giving 1,25,000 
aso From Nagpur Nae ee Bw «5 1,88,000 
‘ean Total 3,138,000 


Deduct 65 per cont, working expenses 2,03,450 

Balance 1.09,550 
‘ Grand Total Profits 10 98,486 
It will be a special feature of the line in both directions that any goods that come on it 
will be carried long distances, i.e, nearly 400 miles on one side and 190 oa the other. I 
have, of course, by assuming that everything is loaded at Raipur, made matters too favour- 
able; but the error will not be very large, and I have not taken into account on the other 
hand the local goods traffic of Chhattisgarh. 

17. It appears therefore to be probable that, as soon as the line is made and in fair 

worn order, receipts derived only from the goods traffic 
* ie, an the rivo, from of the Chhattisgarh tract will contribute 2 per cent. to the 
ae ey art a) b naptven Beard ota guarantee which AJovernment is asked to grant, and that 
‘ there is every reason to believe that before long* this contri- 
bution will rise to 24 per cent. and it can scarcely then be doubted that, if we add to these 
receipts the following :— 
(a) from through traffic between the east and west of India; 
(6) traffic, goods and cvaching, of the tract between the Central Provinces frontier 
and Burrakur ; 
(c) coaching traffic in the Central Provinces ; 
(d) mineral (7.¢., coal) traffic, and timber and forest produce, 
the line will return an ample interest on the cost of its construction. 

And then I think that, in considering the question of profit, the Government of India 
should include among its direct receipts the income which it will rec-ive from the im- 
mensely increased traffic which will be thrown on the G. I. P. (I forget howthe case stands 
with the E I. Line). At least half of the three-fifths of the Chhattisgarh exports, which I 
have assumed to go to Nagpur, will, I believe, goon to Bombay, and if the earnings of the 
G. 1. P. are under 5 per cent., the net earnings on this traffic will all go into the pocket of 
Government, and if the Company is earning over 5 per cent., half will go. If any private 
person were trying to estimate the financial advantages of the project, he would certainly 
take this as a direct asset, and I do not know why Government should not do the same. 

18. The following conclusions may now be recorded :— 

(1). That we might continue our narrow-gauge line vd Bilaspur to a point north of 
_  Sambalpur, say Kolugiri, with the certainty thatit would pay over and over 





again ; 
(2). That we might turn this line into a broad-gauge line with full confidence ; 

(3). ‘That we may even venture to continue it through the long and comparatively 
are anproductive tract between the Central Provinces border and Burrakur, and 

74 still feel confident that the project will be financially successful. 
19. Doubt begins to arise only when the lines north from Bilaspur to Katni and south 
“Y to Vizagapatam are taken into consideration. We may predict with considerable confidence 
that, so long as the through line to Calcutta carries the whole of the Chhattisgarh traffic, it 
will pay; but we have to admit that the line north from Bilaspur could, for some years at 
all events, only pay (exceptasa mineral line) by reducing receipts on the other line. Every 
maund of grain carricd north will be a maund less carried east or west. ‘The Katni and 
Vizagapatam lines wi'l drain the through line of traffic, not feed it; and if the Katni line is 
to bave its southern terminus in a region of surplus produce, it will do so at the expense of 

- the main line. | aint ; 

20, The question whether the interests of the Central Provinces would be better served 
* " elas isthe ‘tide Nagpu’ will by the henge iy a the ae = ve tea by 
Be SR Bree s rred tcl ’ the openi e line to Katni,* with a brane 

Se anne eerie Rita. trom Bilesp r to a point north of Sambalpur, is one 


Ae Weg dhe 







The northern line is urgently wanted. It will bring Chhattisgarh into 
1 with the railway system of Northern India, and open to its products markets 
main line ouly is made, will remain closed to them, But the main line also 
e benefits on the Central Provinces, and when local interests are thus 

may vel erly turn the scale, and these, there can be 

in li I would therefore ge that this 
possible speed: that, in the meantime, such tramways or 
See iene and Rewah coal to be worked, 

Bilasp ni line when the time for completing 
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are, in America, to the farmers of athe sich ; rse Ch 
will be to the people of that tract, And as the settlements of all the three districts 
emg division have only a few years to run, the interests of Government nd 
that railways should not only be made, but made without a day’s delay, Already the time, 
before settlements fall in, is all too short—so short that, knowing that rents and the value 
of land are being violently modified, but have not reached their true level, we may not impro- eed 
bably find it necessary to resort to some temporary expediency for postponing the final 
revision of jamas. should think, too, that military importance of the through line would — 
not be inconsiderable, since, in the case of commotion in Upper India, it would afford an ~ 
almost unassailable line of communication between Calcutta and the west of India. — v 
22. As to the provective effect of railways, I need ouly refer to what Mr. Fuller has | 
written, The following extract from the Central Provinces Admiuistration Report of 1869-70 
is also in point— "| 
“The experience gained during the past year has thrown much light on one of the 
most difficult problems which present themselves in times of scarcity—-the amount 
of the reserve grain-supplies of the country. This subject will be fully discussed 
in’ the Famine Report which is now being compiled ; but it may be mentioned, 
here that the grain stores in hand when the famine begau exceeded expectation, 
and that their amount varied from district to district according as the means of — 
commuuications with great grain markets were difficult or the reverse, . The 
granaries of the Nerbudda valley held out well, but those of Chhattisgarh seemed a 
quite inexhaustible. 
“The enforced accumulations of previous years of plenty became the salvation of this 
remote tract in the time of scarcity ; and paradox as it appears at first sight, it 
is nevertheless true that those same natural obstacles which prevented succour 
from being sent to Chhattisgarh when famine came, had prepared this region for 
the calumity by retaining its surplus produce in its local granaries.” “ 
28. In concluding this Memorandum, I would just say that I have written under the 
great disadvantage of never having seen Chhattisgarh. It is, however, my intention to spend 
almost the whole of the approachiug marching season there, and to devote special attention 
to the resources and requirements of this always interesting and now most important tract. 


No. 729R0C, dated Simla, the 17th August 1883. 


From—Cotonet W. 8. Tenor, n.e., Secretary to the Government of India, 
Public Works Department, ie 
To—The Secretary to the Bengal Chamber of Commerce. 
Wirt reference to your letter dated the 2nd May last, and to your previous communi- 
cation specified marginally, 1 am desired 

— = aera request that you will communicate to the Com+ — 
7 : mittee of the Uhamber of Commerce the assarance 
that the question of railway communication between the Central Provinces and Bengal, and — 
of the best route which such communication should follow, has for long past enga the 
earnest attention of the Government of India. oi 

2. This question, indeed, is of very old standing. As long ago as 1868, when railway — 
extensions in Beugal were uuder consideration, a preliminary invesugation took place. Mr. 
Leonard, c. ., Superintending Engineer, South-Eastern Qircle, and Mr, Vernon Schalch, 
concurred in preferring the Burrakur to the Midnapur route on account of “the enormously — 
heavy waterway required” on the latter, and Mr, 'T, BE. Ravensbaw, the Commissioner of © 
Cuttack, pointed out the “ enormous cost” which it would involve. Vi 

3. Passing over the intervening period during which the Midnapur distri ne: 
thoroughly examined aod surveyed, iu connection with the canals and protective embgnk- 
ments which have been constructed, I am to mention that the Government of India ie] 
instructing the Government of Bengal in August 1481 to cause the three Jines hai 
been suggested for connecting Burrakur aud Bilaspur to be surveyed, added that— = 

“ The Government of India, in considering the question of the direction of these li Regt es | 
the northern lines to any ruvning from Calcutta and Midnapur vid Cuttack, beoanse, the waited’ hel 
undertaken to a great extent for famine protective pares, it seems that the coast system y 





















tially protect this latter country, while it will in the futuro to make. junction of the n 
Eine from some point north of the iriver with Cuttack, should such med ptertngr oP 
desirable.” tags 


4. In consequence, however, of a desire that the line from the Central Pro 
should pass from the neighbourhood o! Ohyebassa direct to Calcutta, rather than vid 
or Sitarampur, being still entertained in some quirters, orders were issued to the 

1. Letter from the Bengal Government, No, isn, ™-Chief, Nagpur Ruilway Surveys, 
Mr, “Spry repre and estimate — route es pet aephow 8 ee from § 
1 , dated 17th J Dugni_wnd Raigarh to Bilaspur, p: 
trom Puig the, Uhiet Engineer Vasreon, dated 26th be made fur a careful reconn: - 
Jay eSrkor’s abstract “ostiniate f the provatte V4 Midnapur to Howrah du 
soit ee techiguage rpliway trois anampors to senson, lagi patie 
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Ue weet 
‘i ene does nent s the following comparisons may be obtained it , ia og 
«Howrah to Sitarampur by East Indian Railway so» 188 
|. Sitarampur to Dugni soe 3 x oe 95 
meee ; —e 233 
- Howrah to Dugni vid Midnapur Fe ye at. 162 
ee Difference of distance in favour of Midnapur route - 71 


New line required— 


.» Howrah to Dugni vid Midnapur 9 ee as 162 
-. Sitarampur to Dugai sea es ‘as 95 
Difference, less construction, in f.vour of Sitarampuy route ... 67 
| New capital required— Rs. 
Howrah to Dugni vid Miduapur ies Mize eee 2,08,16,717 
Sitarampur to Dugni oo Sua »  80,14,942 : 
Excess by adoption of Midvapur route oe we wee -1,28,01,245 


——— 





In addition, however, to the new line, if taken vid Midnapur, being weighted by the 
~ necessity of raising and rendering remunerative 128 lakhs of additional capital, there can « 
be no doubt that the expenses of working would be seriously enhanced by the absence of 
1e cheap coal obtainable at Sitarampur. and the maintenance of the bridges and embank- 
ments in so difficult a country as that between Midnapur and Howrah. That country is 
intersected by canals and formidable rivers. The locality receives, moreover, the flood waters 
Dar & vaty large tract of country to the north, and is at times under water for miles, The 
flood especially passes between the Roopnaraien and Damooda, where even spring-tides go 
two feet above the level ofthe county. These rivers are both tidal and navigable, and the 
former is very large. The bridges and flood-openings between Midnapur and Howrah wii! 
cost 65 lakhs of rupees in construction and much in maintenance, and will be permanently 
subject to danger from floods, and even cyclonic waves, such as that which, in 1874, flooded 
the station of Midnapur. Possibly some of these objections might be partly met by taking 
the line more to the north, but this would involve an increase of distance, without materially 
reducing the estimate. : : * 
7. As regards traffic, the section of the Midnapur route from that place to Dugni is 
inferior in population and resources to the Sitarampur route ; while the remainder is already 
wall berved by canals, on which steamers as well as boats can ply—conveyances, it may be 
observed, which might be formidable competitors ofthe railway. The contrast between the 
two is truly and effectively drawn in the 82nd paragraph of Mr. Risley’s note. While con- 
‘siderations regarding local tratlic are thus in favour of the Sitarampur route, those regarding 4 
through traffic shew no balance in favour of its rival. Passengers and goods would, indeed, 
ain somewhat in time in reaching Calcutta, but they would arrive at Howrah on the west 


~ “side of the Hooghly, instvad of coming straight into Calcutta itself over the bridge now 

“under construction. But in cost it is probable that neither passengers nor goods would be 
~ gainers. The rates by the direct route would have to be calculated to cover interest on the 

‘tra 128 lakhs of rupees of capital ; while the rates by the Sitarampur route would only 
“bear interest on ashare of the capital ae on the section of the East Indian Railway between 
~ Sitarampur and Calcutta, which would certainly amount to much less than the above 
differeuce.. ‘Ihe working expenses also would, for the reasons already given, be higher, 
on the Sitarampur line. It may be assumed therefore that no reduction 
4 oh be likely to result from the reduction indistance, and that a ton 

niral Proyinces could be carried as cheaply by the Sitarampur route as 
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Vere 


supposed in some quarters that the difficulties which the 
has lately experienced in meeting the export trade were 
ecessity for either two additional lines of rails, or a separate 
r to meet the extra traffic which the Nagpur Railway would bring to 


: va culties j\ave arisen, not from inability in the Bast Indian Railway 
inability to discharge 





,n 
‘at Howrah with sufficient rapidity, With addi- 7s 
tervals between ; which will, of course, be provided as required, ise 
1 conve ¢ larger traffic than this Railway hasever been = 
‘some future date, when the trade of the — 
ned a es me Dreciice ny alive from 
ble, but at present there appears no 
the Sitarenlpll polis 













Suck bith abc Wleehalbh: tevest ily 4a on vie facts 
ionae.: 1 smn, boweded taeter’ Molleting brief ha oi a fey pokes 


The above remarks are not intended to be in any wa 
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(e) Mr. Prestage’s estimate of the cost of constructing the direct line is evidently 
much too low. It should be increased by 20 to 25 per cent ; cetyl a 

(6) There are strong reasons for preferring the Calcutta side of the river to the — 
Howrah side for Wet Docks ; 

(c) The estimate of 5,000 tons of wheat per diem obtainable from the Cen:ral Pro- _ 
vinces appears very questionable. Ra; #2 ; 

(d) The prime cost of wheat must be the same wherever it is shipped from, It 
cannot vary in the proportion of 22°32 to 6'2, as stated in paragraph 3of — 
the Note of 9th Mareh, 

(ce) The supposition that after the opening of a through line the Great Indian — 
Peninsula Railway would maintain their present rates for wheat, and con-_ 
sequently allow Sheogaon, only 340 miles from Bombay and 832 miles from 
Calcutta, to be the point from which the traffic would divide, is altogethor 
inadmissible, ' 

(f) The assumption that it would take two additional broad-gauge lines from Si- | 
tarampur to Calcutta to convey the traffic brought to the former by a 
double metre-gauge line is unintelligible. Moreover, if two extra lines will, 
as atated in paragraph 18 of the same Note, be required for the traffic below — 
Patna, it is evidently wrong to debit them in paragraph 26 to the Sitaram- 
pur project. , 

(g) If there be a likelihood of any such traffic as Mr. Prestage assumes, it is obvi- 
ous that the broad-gauge would be preferable to the metre. Metre-gauge 
stock of such a nature that the paying hauled load per train shall be folly 
equal to that on the broad-gange, which Mr. Prestage is understood to con- 
template, is at least beyond present experience, ‘here is, however, every 
reasonable probability of traffic sufficient to warrant a line on the latter 
gauge, which is tie more necessary, in that the connection at either end will 
be with broad-gauge lines. 

(A) The reason for debiting the Sitarampur project in paragraph 26 with the whole 
cost of the bridge at Hooghly and of Docks at Diamond Harbour (or else- 
where on the east of the river), and with two-thirds of the cost of a central 
passenger and goods station at Calcutta is not apparent, seeing that these ~ 
are in course of being provided independently of it. a 

(#) The concessions and conditions proposed in the memorandum No,2donot _ 
appear likely to commend themselves to the money market, neither are they 


such as the Government of India could entertain. Wat 
y exhaustive, but merely to indicate * te 


some of the principal preliminary objections to Mr. Prestage’s proposals. 
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: ‘Biais es as Rainfall, Weather, and State‘and Prospects of the Orops in the different Districts 
et Sa) ‘ 


of ‘Bengal. as reported to Government during the week ending the 22nd September 1888, 













‘e 
i eadde Charac f th her, d 
“Pe District, and date of [at Sudder ter of the weather, state and prospects of the crops, and 
ale, return. Station in state of health at date, 
inches, 
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| 
Nil Weather—very close. Rain is very much wanted, especially for the crops on 


BENGAL. Western Districts 
1 |Burdwan, Sept. 22 '63 
E Culna a“ 


























Nil the higher lands, If rain falls prospects will be good, otherwise they will 
Cutwa 0:25 be poor. : a 
‘ Raneegunge 2°50 
2 |Bankoora, » 22 Nil |Weather—hot and muggy. There has been very little or no rain during the 
Bishenpore 0:60 werk, This sudden break in the rains has threatened the cultivators toa 
Maliara 175 certain extent, but clouds are gathering, and some rain is soon expected. No 
Khatra O1L damage’ has yet been done to thecrops. The aus paddy is being reaped. 
; Public health fair. 
8 |Beerbhoom, w 22 » 0:03 |Weather—hot and dry. Rain wanted for rice crop in many parts of the 
Rampore Haut fi 073 Ls meiha Prices of food-grains moderate. Health of district good on the 
whole, 
dnapore 22 0-19 |Weather—hot. Rain is wanted everywhere. Prospects of paddy not yet bad, 
ere gle Ae} Pablic health good. a dite iaadaaie 
6 |Hooghly, » 22 ,| 080 |Weather—seasonable. Crops good, but rain wanted in Jehanabad sub-division 
t and in thana Bullaghur, Some cases of eholera in Serampore, and fever has 
» appeared in Jehannbad. Otherwise public health pretty good. 
a Sb: 5. 091 alone ag and a eg ike Milde Sek ae 
Oolooberiah <3 ‘Transplanting aumn complete, More rain require ingarcine good 
‘ Ger Jute and aus rice being cut. Crops fair, si, 
 |Central Districts. 
6 |24+-Pergunnahs, Sept. 24'83) Q-15 |Weather—hot and clear. Prospects of enrly and late crows good. Harvest: 


of aus crop neatly over. Transplanting of amun finished, 
wanted. Wublic health generally good. 
Weather—fine, cooler, wits only occasional slight showers. Harvesting of 
- er. completed. Rain much wanted for amun, Fever hae slightly 
rei le . 
& | g j|Khoolna, » 22 » | 1:06 |Weather—sultry and dry. Rice crop inthe higher lands is beginning to suffer 
1) from want of rain. Other crops are doing well. Pub lic health good. 


arene 


E 4 |Nuddea, arity 


9 |Jessore, » 22 » | 065 |Weather—hot and very dry for the season of the year, Amun crop is suffering 
dhenida | Nil from want of rain and absence of inundation, Prospects of this crop are not 
ron a th «| Nil good. Public health good. 
«| 18 


” arail ae 
eet Fb Rengene «| Nil 
10 |Me abad, » 22 ,, Nil |Weather—very hot and close. Amun is suffering much for want of rain, Bhadoi 
‘ — is almost completed ; outturn expected to be fair, Public health 
‘ood. 

1) |Vivagepore Sept. 21 216 |Weethor —cloudy, with occasional rain, Cutting of bhadoé still continues. 
Late rain has done much good to amun, which is now doing well. Rice selling 
at from 17 to 23 seers per rupee 
Light winds; clear sky. Prospects good, but rain required, more especially in 
the north, Public health, with some exceptions, good for the time of year, 





























-|Rayebahye, » 22 | O18 
“aay Nattore Nil 
Nil 
6:47 
212 


78 
032 


Nowgong 
Dg po Weather—hot and cloudy, with occasional rain, Prospects of winter rice and 
Ku sugarcane not favourable. Jute is still being cut. Fever prevalent. 


Weather—still very dry and hot, as the rain keeps off. Rain very badl. 

pal State and prospects of amun crop very unpromising. Fever s 

prev: . ° 

Weather—hot and sultry. Prospects of crops not good. Rivers have risen 

considerably. No local rain, 

Weather—clondy, with occasional rain, Crops in the hills promise well. More 

rain wanted for winter crops in the Terai, Public health good. 

Unusually heavy rain for the season. The reports as to dhadoi harvest and late 

rice are favourable ; other crops poor, Public health good 

» 22 ,,| 656 |Heavy rain during the week. The Inte rice will benefit much by the late 
+s j henry raiu, and transplanting even yet going on, cultivators haying been 
Linc sosty CML. || oi era where ali hope of a crop had been given up. 
' Tobacco seedlings have, however, suffered in places. Public health good. 
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ladies 
; of roachia paddy completed and that of maskalai 
Tiasenpatly: nl jue om being cut, Prospects of 
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BENGAL —coneld. 
_ Bastern Districts,—concld. 







& 
kt E 23 |Noakholly, » 2 » 
Pepin ‘ 
prope 2 } a ipperah, » 20 
eae Brahmanbaria 
be Chandpore tes 
Reo 95 |Chittngong Hill ,, 18 
Bibi. Tracts, 
Biss | ‘Hil Tipperah =, 19 
Ee — 
HAK. 
a 26 )Patnn, Sept, 22 83 
Barh ies 
Behar 
Dinapore 
27 jvya, » 22 
ge Shababad, » ~ 23 
B Bnxar 
Bhabooab 
Sasseram 
<«/” Duarbhunga, » 23 
E 
& | yo |Moznfferpore, ,, 22 
Hajeepore 
Seetamarhi 
81 \Saran, » 22 
Sewan 
Gopalgunge 
32 (Chumparun » 2 
, 38 |Monghyr Sept. 
B 
| Jamui 
- - | 84 |Bhaguipore, » 22 
Ry Nanka 
Soopole 
= Mnuddehpoorah 
& / 85 | Purneah, « 28 
Kissengange 
: | Arrareah 
| 36 |Maldah, » 22 
I 


_ $7 |Sonthal Perghs. ,, 22 
hur 


God 
Hajmeha) 
‘ Jamtara 
+ Pakour 
ae 
ite Cuttack Sept. 21 
* 
gg |Pooree, » 2 
E Khoorda 
i 40 |Balasore, » 2, 
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cing Op West Frontier 


41 Hazaribagh, Sept. 21 "89 


4x |Lohardugga, =, 22 6 
Daltongunge 
8 |Singbhoom, 2 





44 |Manbhoom, » a 
. |. Govind 
~ 
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22 |Chittagong, Sept. 25 ’83 








_- Caveurra, Statistican Derr., 


1°22 
164 
198 
O04 


270 
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Weather —hot. Prospects good. Outturn of ave fair, Transplanting of aman’ 
finished. Prices steady. Cattlo-disease still continues. = ™s eon 
Weather—warm and sultry; rains getting raro and scanty. Reaping of aus 
rice still continues. Transplanting of amun paddy nearly completed, State of 
the young plants promising, 4; 
tae rain, and frequent wind, southerly and very light, Crops reported good; i 
health. 


Weather—occasional showers and cloudy throughout the week. A vory i 
shower of rain this morning (18th), Harvesting of jum paddy Lop ei ir 
continues. Plough paddy doing wall, Prospects of cotton crop not good, — 

Woeather—close and cloudy, Transplanting of amua paddy still continues..— 
Prospocts of sugarcane fair, Public health good. pid 





‘ 
” 


Weather—hot. Transplanting of paddy over. Reaping of dhadoi crops is 
being pushed on. Sugarcane and cotton are growing well, Cholera reported 
from Bebar and Islampur thanas. ie 


Weather—oooler, with clouds and clear atmosphere, The rice crop must bo — 
very short. Prices flactuating, have fallen slightly in Gya town, Health — 
improving. } AJ 

Weather—hot and cloudy at intervals, Lato rain has improved prospects of _ 
crops in Arrah and Buxar. In Bhabooah rain is much wanted, ; 


Wonther—hot and séasonable. Bhadoi crop is being harvested with a fair 
‘outturn. Late rain bas done much good to paddy on high lands, but more is — 
wanted. Prices of food-erains stationary. Public health fairly good. | 
Sky heavily overcast, with occasional thunderstorms ; wind light or 
absent. Heavy, but irregularly distributed, showers have greatly improved 
the prospects cf all crops in the sudder and Hajeepore sub-divisions. Rain 
much wanted in the Seetamarhi Subdivision In the inundated tracts ~ 
transplanting of rice for the second time has been almost completed; in the 
worst parts the land is still lying waste, , = oe 
Weatner—close and sultry, with occasional showers. Bhadoi being harvested, - 
The inte rain has done much good to paddy. More rain still required, Cases 
of fever reported. Public health otherwise good, ms 
Weather—cloudy, with a little rain, Heavy rain is said to have fallen in 
different parts of the district, but these reports are as yet not confirmed. Rain 
is mach wanted still, General health on the whole good. | 
Weather—seasonable Prospects of rice jcrop generally good. Much benefit 
done by heavy rain in Jamui subdivision, but rain in Beguseral too heawy 
for low land crops on the ground. Public health good. * wn | 
Iu the Sudder sub-division more rain is wanted for the winter rice. The heavy 
rain in the northern and southern sub-divisions has done much and : 
prospects uve favourable. The autumn crop has yielded about from 8t610 | 
annas, -” yf 
Weuther—normal. Prospects much improved by recent rain. Slight fever in — 
many places. ? bevel 















é 
Rainfall very scanty and weathor very dry for this season, For want of sufficient 4 
rain the transplanted rice crop is being watered where practicable by artificial 
means, _—<s of kalai bas begun in the diyara tract of tho district. 
health good. , : 
Wenther—clondy, with bright breaks, More rain wanted at Jamtara and Godda. 
Elsewhere reports are favourable. - Tr cee 


= ee 
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Weather—seasonable, Beati reaped. Sarad wooded and ¢i 
well, Price of rice has risen a } myer eel eg “at Pveay 
seers per rupee, Public health generally good, ' 
biter m8 pra Pee continues ood, ig big 
sari places nsec Jattle-disease re) : 

Pooree. Sinall-por atl bad in and is rots 

Khoorda. Common rice sélling at 21 to 42 seers 
Weather—hot ond close. State of crops continues 
a Ra _s the pep va Suburnarekha caused | 
crops, ‘ew cases of cholera reported 
health good. : 
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_PRICESCURRENT OF FOOD-GRAINS, FIREWOOD, AND SALT IN THE DISTRIOTS 
a OF BENGAL FOR THE FORTNIGHT ENDING lére SEPTEMBER 1883. 
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sub-divisions retail prices of salt are as follow:—Calna 14 
Prey nenalt at nipore 11 seors, at Onda 16 acers, at Mejia, 


seers. 
the in tuil prices of sult range from peors. 
Sera pig fa ct phi, 
retail price 7 

Inthe subsdions fa ies of sl ea 
thes sui ete pric i a re How :— 
preapen Khoolus sub-divisions retail price 
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Bengal for the Fortnight ending 15th September 1883. 
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N BENG A ‘FOR 1 ia r x ; 
“THE 2isr SEPTEMBER 1883. 


Ar the close of the previous week, as had been noticed in the usual a well 
break in the rains had commenced in Orissa, South-West Bengal and East Be 
th rain had continued to fall, and in many cases in considerable amounts, in* r 
and North Bengal. These conditions have tontinued to hold throughout the week now 
review, and even up to its close there were no signs of any probable alteration, or: 
the break in the rains giving way in the districts above-mentioned, but rathér the aréa 
rainfall has been ually contracting, and during the last day or two only North Beha: 
and North Bengal were receiving any noticeable amounts of rain, As was also pointed out 
in the summary for the previous week, pressure had been steadily increasing for many day 
in all districts, and at the commencement of the present week, it was fully equal to the 
normal, ‘his slow increase of pressure has continued almost without a beta, aig ‘this 
week, and, as a consequence, the barometer now shows a pressure in all districts very appreci- |” 
ably above the normal. With the establishment of this comparatively = Pp ; se 
the Province, the monsoon winds have also been steadily diminishing in force ‘thr out 
this period, and only light, and in many cases variable, winds have prevailed in all 
districts for the greater part of the week. The area of rainfall, as noticed above, has therefore 
also steadily diminished, and thus a strongly marked break in the rains over a very large — 

_ portion of the reporting area has been brought about. This is the first general break yg oe . 
rains of any considerable importance which has occurred during the present monsoon. in the _ 
Lower Provinces, and as the indications or conditions are not at present favourable to ap 
immediate inrush of moist monsoon winds over the land area, it is probable that the dis 5 cen 
in the rains will become even more marked than it has been during this week, Ne Res 


It is of course evident that a very week monsoon current must have been blowing in — 
during the past week, and if the strength and volume of the current oan be at all 
accurately judged by the wind velocities, it-;would appear, from the numbers in the meteoro- 
logical tables of this and of the previous week, that the average wind velocity or the strength = 
of the monsoon current of the past week is certainly not two-thirds of that of the previous’ = 
week. ‘the reduction of wind velocity during the past week is at some stations almost ~~ 
startling. Thus at Chittagong,in the week ending September 14th, the average daily wind 
velocity was 158 miles, during ehapert week it has been 79 miles only; again at Dacea the — 
daily wind velocity in the second week of September was 113 miles : this week it has been 
62 miles. It is therefore clearly evident that there has been ‘a comparatively sudden, and — 
at the same time a serious, reduction in the strength of the monsoon current during the past” 
week, and, as is usually the case when a light monsoon is blowing, great irregularities in — 
the distribution of the rainfall have occurred in those areas which have been receiving rain, ~ 
Thus, to take one instance only, while Siliguri reports a rainfall for the week of 2°98 inches, 
ay Sih which is the nearest reporting station to it, and is in fact only 24 miles away from 
it, received 16:76 inches during the same period. These irregularities will be again 


i 
Minlal 


Ay 
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ye 


referred to when the district rainfalls are being considered. ve md 
As has been already stated, pressure was at the commencement of the week about 
to the normal, and there has been a steady though slow goneral increase. since. Conse¢ 
ly the aver: ure for the week is above the normal at all stations exeept one; 
eeephibin, appears to be a purely local one, is at Gy; which has a pressu 
below the normal by -003”, but on the other hand the nei icmeiie station of Patna. 
an excess of 0:020”. The excess pressure over the whole pst averages. 0.034”, whi 
course considerable, while at the respective stations the excess ranges from 0 0 
hi to 0.014” at False Point. ith the fey eases and at many stations ec 
gence of rain from Orissa, South- West Bengal and Kast Bengal, and which of cours 


ied by a considerable clearing of the sky, te “over these 
Bt ray and on the average for the, Stale ha bane eciea aes 
In Behar and North Bengal, on the other hand, where at many stations heavy. 
.. been ae: the temperature has been below the normal by as much as 2° to 8° 


the average amount issmallerthan this, 
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~~ © ‘As has been mentioned above, there has been a distinct break in the rains during the 
; greater part of the week in South-West Bengal, Orissa, and Kast Bengal. but rain has. 
continued ‘to fall in considerable amounts in North Bengal, Behar, and Chutia Nagpur. 
‘The numbers ven in the preceding table shew this fact clearly, and while the frat these 
- divisions are there shewn to have Locnyben a sg: ae in defect of the ger pv other 
divisions have recorded a considerable excess, xpressed in percentages of the normal 
fall, the rainfall during the week in South-West Bengal has been 77 per cont in defect, 
in Bastern Bengal it has been 66 per cont in defect, and in Orissa. 56 per cent below the 
normal, ‘On tho othér hand, North Bengal has received a rainfall 53 per oent in exoase 
~ of the normal amount, Chutia Nagpur a fall 81 por cent in excess, while the whole of 
Behar has received a rainfall over 90 per cent. in exoess of the normal fall, a nearly double 
the usual quantity, The number. of ny 9. in each division follows pretty closely 
he numbers above given, that is, there has an excessive number of days of rain fa hong 
stricts receiving excessive rain, and a very small number of days of rain in the districts of 
ient rainfall. ‘neil 
~ Daking up the rainfall distribution more in detail, it will be found that in very many 
_ instances, the variations from the normal fall and even from the average falls of the, districts 
‘as shown in the above table have been during the past week excessive In Orissa, the. 
! district has been more largely in defect than the Pooree or Outtack districts, and at 
uh and Balasore rainfall has been practically absent. In South-West Bengal, in the 
district, out of six reporting stations only two stations received slight showers 
apo est rainfall in this district the whole week being two-tenths of 
mm greater part of the Burdwan district was in au almost similar 
dition, and Raneegunge was the only station which received one heavy shower in one © 
; Bis the week. The Hooghly, Beerbhoom, Khoolna, Moorshedabad, and Midnapore 
districts were almost equally rainless, but the 24-Pergunnahs districts recived decidedly more . . 
rain. In East Bengal, the greatest deficiency was in the Dacca and Furreedpore districts, > 


he Chittagong district actually received a fall equal to the normal, Passing now to. 
) =p at received a rarnfall in excess the normal, in North Bengal the 
; i oternge Thus, the districts of Pubna, Bogra, Rajshahye, 
fal. | On these atl jp plete. 
’ e other e Din , Rungpor 
considerable amounts of rain i i 


, sap he 
ae 


i rain. 
“16:45 My 
4In North Behar, the excess Tae 
























slightly, | was rather in most districts. Orissa w 0 
a showers fell in South-West and East Bengal, in So 
Negpur. The most general rain fell in North Bengal and North 

8 considerable amounts were reported. The heaviest rainfalls to-day al} 
4 34 inches, Cooch Behar 3 33 inches, Raneegunge 2'5 inches, Banka 2°36 inches, Mo 
Es 2:05 inches; while the following stations received amounts in excess’of one in 










(Bankoore district), Churamon, Kaigunge, Kurigram, Bagdogr, Purneah, and 


© Bunday, 16th September. —Pressure again increased by small amounts at most stations, © 
at and Scaerell ing the increase of pressure was least at the southern stations, Pressure = 
was slightly above the normal in most districts excapt in South Behar. Temperature con- — 
tinued rather high in South-West Bengal, and was above the normal, though it had fallen _ 
slightly during the past twenty-four hours. Temperature was considerably below’ the 
normal in Behar, the defeot at being more than 8°. Winds were light, and in somo — 
districts rather variable. In So Behar, in particular, wind directions were ly 

unsteady. In East and North Bengal wind directions were mainly south-easterly, and in 

Orissa and South-West dtenges they were southerly and south-westerly. In all cases) winds 

were moderate in force. Tho larger portions of South-West Bengal and Orissa were — 
again rainless. East Bengal and North Behar reported a few local showers only, ee 6 ving 
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meet heavy rain was falling over the greater. part of North Bengal, South Behar, and ' ia remem 
ae Nagpur. Thus Rungpore reported 4°63 inches, Mickligunge 4°56 inches, Dinhatta 8-99 inches, ti 
ae Sasseram 3 76 inches, Matabhanga 3°49 inches, Begooserai 2°99 inches, and Julpigoree 2°54 = | 
Naa inches; while the following stations reported amounts in, excess of one inch:—Ranchee — Pod 
aa Hazaribagh, Pachamba, Behar, Aurangabad, Bhabooah, Debree, Tajpore, Sdiguri,; Buxa, 
aS ~ Gooch Behar, Cox’s Bazar, Narail and Falso Point. Bie | 


Monday, 17th September.—Vhe changes of pressure were a little irregular, . 









Ne though on the whole the barometer was rising. Pressure was comparatively low in 
eh Behar and in Orissa, Pressure was, however, above the normal of the day  ~ 
Sem sq by amounts which varied from ‘099 at Durbhanga to ‘O11’ at ri Whar 
Pie sTecupicaslare wae generally rising in most districts by small amounts. It was deci . 
ae. above the average in South-West Bengal, in Ohutia Nagpur, and at some stations in Hast 


ae Bengal, though it was below the normal in North Behar, Winds continued southerly = 
ae and south-westerly in Orissa and South-West Bengal, and south-easterly in Hast and = 
ea North Bengal, but in Behar wind directions were rather variable. At some stations 
te * Gn Behar and Chutia Nagpur calms were reported. Wind velocities had scarcely — 
‘changed, and in most districts light to moderate winds were blowing. Humidi Rae ; 
erally almost unchanged, though in South Behar it had increased. The amount of © 7 
ie. : fad also decidedly increased in most districts. South-West Bengal was again practically 
eres rainless ; a few local showers were received in Orissa and Hast Bengal, but again heavy aby 
et, continued to fall in some parts of North Bengal, in Behar, and in Chutia Nagpur, pres. 
ane heaviest rain was received in South Behar, The following are the amounts re Polar a Pm 
mee * " Aurungabad 3:57 inches, Jamui 2°30 inches, <0 ne (Cuttack district) 1°88 inches, Mozuffer- 
Ua pag inches, Gobindpore 1:5 inches; w the following stations pert ieee | 
“aie ‘ one and one-and-a-half inches :—lazaribagh, Pachamba, Palamow, Deoghur, Pakour, 
ores SL Godda, Kajmehal, Dehree, Kissengunge, Matabhanga, and Bagscgte, : 
eras Tuesday, \8th September.— Pressure continued to rise over the greater part of:the P 
ince, but a fall commenced at the southern stations in Orissa, and at some of the static 
in East and North Bengal. Pressure was above the normal at all reporting stations 
amounts ranging from 0114” at Durbhanga to 0:026” at Gya. -‘tem had | 
» considerably in Orissa, ‘though in the other divisions the ae i nd 
‘ large. Temperature was considerably above the normal in South-West Bengal me) 
~~ though it was much below the normal in Behar and at some stations in Hast 
_ Winds became more southerly in Orissa and South-West Bengal. ‘1hey 
easterly in Kast and North Bengal, and were rather more normal in reo 
~ Wind velocities, however, in all cases continued small. Humidity remain 
Orissa and South-West Bengal, but increased at many stations in No 


I 































inches, Rangamati 2°38 inches, Ohittagong 1°88 inches, 
1-24 inches, Dehree 1°18 inches, Bagdogra 1°15 inches, and Comilla 1-19 in 


eae North Bengal. The amount of cloud was small in Orissa and South-West 
edit Me was fairly high in other districts. A few light local showers fell in South-West 
ae and Orissa; showers were a little more numerous in Hast tgs while fairly gen 
ea generally moderate in amount, fell in some districts of North Bengal and in most 
Sie of Chutia Nagpur and Behar. Rainfall was not, however, 80 y distributes 
Bats: these districts as on the 17th instant. Soopool (North Bh —: be 

Bon ~ ghur 1:32 inches, 


4 


Wednesday, 19th September:—Pressure now fel) in all districts 
averaged from three to tour hundredths of an inch. Notwith 

pate. pressure, the barometer was still above the nents ae ae eee 
’ 05” at Chittagong to a nearly normal pressure at False Point, 















~ increase by small amounts in’ -West. Bengal, Orissa, 
had not Panga sonek ta theta divin ee decid: 
"i Ket lipat a i ie an Le 






+ nen en Ae = 
gine git PY : 
: 





_ Rainfall was to-day almost entirely confined to certain districts in North 
North Behar, and to South Behar, where the rainfall was most general. In i 
nly local showers ocourred. The rainfall was particularly heavy at the foot of thoy 
| P52 ache, Sopot North Dhagulor) 20 laches Hip ik i: mn a 
oopool (No: pore Inches, jipore 1° 
: nl 145 inches, Patna 1:30 inches, Bee 18 inches, and Arrareah an 
Boman 108 in 


20th. September.— Pressure aeelaed to tat aight vet the majority of the 
—ppeting at stations, though at some stations in North Behar and Bengal an increase 
ced. Pressure was relatively low in Orissa, where it was scag the one 
" “er: ta teres: more than 001". Imnall other divisions it was above the normal by amounts w: 
ae varied from -001” at Saugor Island to ‘067” at Durbhanga. The changes of tampa 
were small and variable, ‘Temperature still remained fine above the a in 
itn in South-West Bengal, in Chutia Nagpur, and at some stations'in East Bengal, but was 
lly below me normal in Behar. Winds were more regular in direction in Behar, 
_ where south sg winds generally prevailed. They were, however, still irregular in 
_ Orissa. In other districts wind directions were usually southerly or south-easterly. Wind 
--yelocities continued moderate in all divisions. Humidity and cloud proportion ‘were about. 
Se to the average in all districts, except North Behar, where humidity was rather high. 
ER aad was almost ited absent from South-West Bengal, South Behar, Chutia Nagpur, 
a Light local showers fell in Orissa, but general, and in many cases very 
heavy rain fell in several divisions of North Bengal and North Behar. The rainfall was exces- 
my in the Oooch Behar district : thus Cooch Behar reported 837 inches, Mi 4-82 
es, and Matabhanga 3-92 inches. Julpigoree also received 2 68 inches, 2°20 
ee Kurigram 1-19 inches, and Arrareah 1°18 inches. 
rm Friday, 21st September.—Pressure now increased by small amounts at almost allt stations. 
_.. The rise was greatest at some stations in South Behar, and least in East Bengal. Pressure 
a ee eet compares com) ively low in Orissa, Temperature had inoreased considerably in 
renee, ae eo a smaller extent in Hast Bangi In other divisions the changes 


re wre pee only. Src nora was above the normal in all divisions, exoe Behar. 
; it 


Wi inds oe again a little irregular in most districts. In Orissa and the 
al At © se Mae A mecha hast vaneetiinn xenwsined ‘wepeeete is oll districts, while in. 

Eee calms, “Humidity was rather high in North Behar, 
. ' peel pte in Ne a anes and South ey though it was merinee 

on amount in East and South-West Bengal. Cloud proportion appeared to be slightly 


s- 
was confined to the same areas as on the 20th, and with the exception of certain 
VGistziots in North Bengal and North Behar, the — Province was practically 


rainless. ' 

heaviest rainfalls reported to-day were 3°27 inches, Ki 3 ‘0 inches, Bite 
an . 
“es Behar 2:28 inches, Kurigram 1°68 inches, 1-49 inches, and Chuprad-25 


AvexanpeR Peper, P.C.s., 
Offg. Meteorological R-porter to the Govt. Bengal. 
it ¥ 
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rely 2 ’ ane 1 e- YY * 
‘Tur princip wy wien 2 etl ‘statistios dhe Sake 1s Municipalities 
for the week 8th iber 1883, as indicated in the annexed table, wii 
(1). a and were recorded in these broad areeet in the 


ats 1,000 of their population of 22:1 and 28:1, respectively, as opposed to 23 and. 000 
° ively, in the preceding week ending Ist September, indicating a Satie in ‘the 


of both prea, particularly of deaths. 
: sips | Dhat the highest birth and death-rates were recorded in the maaan 


Births. ‘Deaths. 


Arrah 
Comillah 


eon ee 


a 


Chuprah 
Dosbhanat 


sgeehsresy 


Rampore Beauleah 
Durbhanga 
Santi a 


LS ee 


do 2 co 
02 > ke 
—} 


Monghyr ads Me 
Suburbs of Caloutta ~ .. 
Hughli oe 

_ (8). ‘That the mean mortality from the principal death-causes stands as Suomi in oom 


parison withthe mortality during ‘the preceding week from the same causes :— 
arene aille during the 


Sih Soptomber. 1st Boptomber. 
* 16 26 
5 03 » 08 
14:8 14° 9 

os 43 
ee 6 
‘ sie 69 
exhibiting a decline in fatal results froin cholera, bowel-oomplaints and the diseases recorded 
under ma head of “Other causes,” and no variation in the casualty rate from my other 
re “hats hile small tinned, the preceding week, ne 

(4). ‘that while -pox continued, as in the week, to prevail o 
B re town, cholera, fever, bowel-complaints, and the diseases classed y es 
of ‘ Other causes” proved conspicuously fatal in the under-mentioned Moonisipalitin 2 


Cholera. Fever. Bowel-complaints. 
"are 3 se 


Beh 4 Gipare 189 paar .. 881) Uterpara .. 18-9 
vay BBhagulpore ms ~ rom, 8! 04 Monghyr .. er 
ae | pore eamgo ore oe 3 : Hugh a fe 
apga =... a. 
ghyr re Opn + 22° 5 


(5). That the mortality referable to Sex, Class and Age stands as tollawias wait 
According to Sea. _ According to Class. . According to. Age. 
Males .. 804 Christians A 
Females .. 26°0 Hindus Se 
Mahomedans .. 
Other classes . 


. 
“- 
. 
. 
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RATIO PER 1,000 OP POPULATION PER ANNUM. 
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NAMES OF MUNICI- 
PALITIES, 









16th to’ 22nd etnabe: 1883. 






TemrxnatvRe, Hroxnomertay. | Winn, 


==" 





bright 









Number of hours of 
sunshine, 


Kain, 
Prevailing direction 
3 
A 








lucher 7s, 


Chiefly cloudy,» 


























80°9 |1:020 79°38 | 89 | SSW and S 





17th | 1525) o0 724 843 | 892 | 100 79:2 | 808 1008 | 706 | 86 |S and S by W as 99 





Chiefly cloudy, 
gtd, - 








i th | 1666) 70 ‘703 886 | 885 | 98) Te7 | 808 iia 78'8 | 86 |S by W, Sand SW 68 Chiefly cloudy, @ 


| : dy 
802 | ‘979 | 786 84 | SW,8,and SW by W, 92 Partially Pr, pe 





| gotn | 1679! 92 | 698 | g49 895) 10:3 | 7a2 


| as 150% | 06 748 | 892 | 892) 111 | 7e1 | 792 | “O41 | 77%) 83 | Sand SSW 7 78 | 0:35 | Partially cloudy, ~~ 
p- fn 











| 
» | 18th | 1503] 68) 729 836 | B96 | lid : 80° | 1004 | 70°3 | 87S by W,SandS3W) 80 



























7 | PP dy + 
» (oy )) -gbnd | 1598) 98 729 | e285 | B96 | 105 79°0 | 799 | *076 786 | 8 | “SW 22 | 79 | Nil. | Partially cloudy, . , 
see 
Inches, 
‘ Phe mean pressure of the seven days ae 29°71 7 
The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, S. G.’s Office a. —:29°685 
Ho 
The total number of hours of bright snushine of the seven days Pee ene 493 rd 
8 
: The mean ama paenbeie of the seven days. 887 
The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, S. G.’s ‘Ofiice ~. 881 
; The extreme yaviation of temperature during the seven days ‘a «Abs 
} The maximum temperature during the seveu days tes + ane «. 89% 
Miles. 
The highest velocity of the wind in one hour during the seven days ap - 10 
Ts. 
The 94 pressure of the wind on one square foot during the seven days ..Not measureable, 
ys A+ i Pd 
k * The mean relative humidity during the seven days Fs 
re average relative humidity of the corresponding period for 24 years, S G's Office .. Bo 
ihe Inches. 
oF © he total fall of rain from 16th to 22nd September 1883. ... ~=—(086 
Whe average full of the corresponding period for 24 years, S G.’s Office . pe 2 62), 
- Phe total fall from Ist January vo 22nd September 1883 __... «+ 46:07 
ane ‘average fall of the correspouding period for 24 years, S. G.’s Office .. - 56°76 ag x 
opr oes sae 


e mean ure, temperature, &c., are deduced from the traces or tne Barograph and Thermo 
jects eben at Gh, 10h, 16h, and 22h, sili eraph, 
um and | minimum temperatures are obtained from self-registering thermometers. All the. 
are tified and the readings have been corrected to.a standard coustructed and verified at 
They, ‘are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides, and are suspended four f 


readings are corrected approximatel to those of the standard Newman’ 3 N r 

| ar the he Office. “3 a. 
metric elements are obtained from Tables 11, IV and V of the officia: tables ~omputed in 

e, and based on Regnault’s modificatious ‘of August’s formula. 

ner nt ot t= from the trace of a Beckley’s eo 


) und. 

rain i am temporary showers, 
crore enias : 
aes a ALEXANDER Pepusn, 











23 F 
Humidity. 


S222 
Seeeees x 


ESSSELE o 
wea s Soe 


The mean temperature of the seven days aes 
The extreme variation of temperature during the seven days 
The maximum temperature tatie ring the seven days 


a4 


The mean relative humidity during the seven days 


The total fall of ran from 16th to 22nd September 1853... | 


' ‘The mean temperature and humidity are obtained by applying to the mean of the 10h, 16h, aca 
minimum readings a correct on dependent on the range, and derived from the hourly observations: 


at the Surveyor-General’s Office, Chowringhee, in past years, 


MereorotocicaLt Orrice, Inpia, ALEXANDER Pepier, 
The 24th September 1883. For Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of India. 
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oe mee R 
wage Abstract of the principal commodities carried over the Line during the month of August 1883, as 
2 compared with the same month of the previous year. 




















SSS 
1 1882. 1883, . 
Brapins. Total in Totalin | Increase. | Decrease. 
=< rHt Up. Down, Up. | Down. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons, Tons, Tons, Ton 
Re pate as) tmetorette 62°97 “35 aio}... ri 25°16 28°00 
he? Aine | Se vail 1174'87 1218°76 |" ISL 21 187344 2388°68 3142°65 ‘as 
Sah. ida. RG aes. oad Soa 36°80 102 21-01 36°86 22°03 is's6 
ic we he. Re 19°65 37909 590 628°32 39874 53031 sia 
yg Cg at ta A 7°82 3525'64 6°42 1387°12 $531'30 1908's 2137'82 
OS a a em Uh ie ee 223'l4 o'a9 673'55 263 41992 
i ee ee x 2102°32 100°52 803215 13166 225286 3168°81 pre) 
ee ae a l= B2028 aaa 1318'84 1 23 13)9°61 ‘3920"62 
CC Salt ae ee SI's eg 6218] a... 81°15 52°13 ve 20°02 a 
at” Ga oa” NS sine FOG, | ees 61°83 TAV36 rn 120°47 sented 
ies. Tee! at hoa gene 14°95 107219 6°06 1768°668 108714 W472 687° Brite 
fot Se gt Nee 908'66 270°20 1018°62 26°86 5°62 ae 
Total ...| 1030217 | 733780 | 750874 | 27016 | _17729°97 |__1978790| a. |... 
> GENERAL “REMARKS AND EXPLANATIONS. 








TH® most mite feature in the traffic of the month is the heavy decrease in the despatches of jute, which at this period 
of the year is our main staple of trafic. The probable reason of this falling off is explained below. 
From careful enquiries made from relinble traders in the Rangpore, Dinagepore, and Jalpaiguri districts, it has been 
’ ascertained that this season’s jute crop is estimated at six annas under that of last year, with the additional drawback of its 
? a lute crop. It is, therefore, to be feared that this season’s traffic will not equal that of last year. 
' See nades this loss to our traffic, decreases have taken place in Piece-goods, Salt, and Sugar. The total decrease in the month’s | 
hs raffic amounts to 4942°07 tons. 


Incnrases. 


: Food-grain «» Tons 75402 
This increase is Paalsly in upwards ‘traffic, which is due to a demand from the hill “Aistricts, Prices in the Culcutta market 
remain unchanged, with only a moderate demand. at 
Gunny-bags .. Tons  185°57 ee 
Though there os Leon but little demand for this article, the low freight at which iti is carried enables despatchere to transact 


Railway material «» Tons 910°97 
The total quantity of railway material carried ‘during the month was 3163" 81 tons, of which 2764°91 tons was coal for the’. 
Locomotive Department. The balance is made up of materials for the Dinagepore extension. 
Tea v. Tons 12047 
. Very large salos of tea have taken ‘place at Calentta during the month at favourable prices, and henee there has been # 
br coma ahh consignors’ to sell. 
Tons 687°58 


This increase will make up for the ‘slack despatches i in the beginning ‘of the season, and is due to a brisk demand for export to: 


All other goods jv sas ote a6 aad «. Tons 562 
This is not worth noticing. . 


‘ Decreases. 









Ale + Tons 28:06 
The Geerense under this hend is in a great measure due to @ falling off. raf public consignments 
Ginger see Shas acial ove a bes Tons 14°86 
There is 7 le or article. . 
F oe .. Tons 2197-82 
. axertane oi for ‘both esl and new ute have considerably advanced j in Caloutta during ‘the month, a large decrease See’ 
< 


taken place owile, i , it is said, to despatchers being unable to ure the stuff in sufficient quantities or of proper 
~ Universal complaint are made of the lateness of the season, of the shortness of the crop, and of the inferior quality. of ihe sta 


Ri os «goods Tons 419-92 
Y ‘The geners! tone of ae GE ena to enone market depression, which, it is boped, will be improved by 
— . 3 ee Tons 892462 
rh 1 has ben ie mcatllijed ‘hat this | Feo is ssn by the t itina fe jute. The majority of jute traders receive, in 


eet iS consignments of of 2187°82 tons-in the despatches of jute downwards will 
n ie 














Tons- 29°02 


oe 








sabdlsoal showing Increases and. Diseases 2 in Micndens of pdlastadl Staples carried. over the Line 
vf month of August 1883, as compared with the corresponding period of 1882. 


96,483 
12,740 
$5,900 


go re 


wees 


W. Szvewick, Mayor, 2.x., W. E. Haxrz, 
Aacting Manager. Traffic Supernitendent. 
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GENERAL REMARKS AND EXPLANATIONS. 
Tue total ties of goods carried during the month of August 1883 sggregated mannds 3,61,338, so-econpuseei tan a 


carried during the corresponding period of 1882, and maunds 2,77,849 carried during the previous month, showing deervase of. ; 
at, ,724, und an increase of mounds 88,489 respectively. bates 8.4 


increases and decrenses, the following are the most prominent ones and worthy of special explanation: — 


Increases. 


Mis 8,788 
The fuctense oy ed to the extension of the line to Motibari aud Thanjharpur, the chief part beiug from Thenjsanalt section, 
» Hides and horns... dy 


The increase under this head is due to the extension of the line to Motibar, and to the demand cin ies Gaiownse, market, 
Piece -goods Mads. 2,317 
The — z due to the extension of the line to Motihari. 


Mis, 21,891, ... : s 
About mir of this was booked to the stations on the eastern and western. extensions, ‘and the other half is an inorense on the traffic on 
oe 


tle 
ee: - 


on the old line. vo Ahem 
Tobacco 2,490 | 


Mas, \rins 
‘The increase it cogs due to the Bachawi road having been rendered impussuble by fidods, which ‘prevented tobatco being brought to 


hunga as quickly as last year; and partly to removal of the line to Semuriah Ghat, which necessitated the of “a 
apd q iy yeur; partly ovu e line opening pemeesS 
Lime and kunker... ~~ 6) 


-. Mas. 
This is eet due to the line being worked up to "‘Mozufferpore for the Hujeepore extension, and to kuikur:sent from: 
urbhunga for road cers, 


Railway materials ... Mas, 28228 
he ‘The increase is due to stone posts for fencing the western extension; and to rails for the Majeepore extension having been 
‘daring the month, - 


Decurases. 
Con) 
; ok This is dune to contractors and indigo-planters having got up ‘nll the coal ‘they required for the sexton. 


 Mde. 
“* there not having beer on consignments of machinery for in factories dmported Sie 
arg ‘eet were evans. 08d last yeur in the u Memeayes month. igo \ 
Mds.. nape " 


Seeds 
The decrease under this hend is partls “Aue to the inabilit: of the Railway ‘to curry the “trafic, owing to puucity of. 
“imited demand during the first balf of ed month in Calonttar ee x 














"BAST INDIAN Ratbway. pee 
Approximate Retur Return nef Traffic for week ended lth September 1800, on 1,509 miles open, 


. CoaciNe TRavre. iecmetecaas om — MINeRAL 


oe | Total earnings, 
Weight carried.) Receipts. 


























_ ee TRAIN-MILRS 


=e 





Number of Coaching 
Passengers, receipts, 





Re. a. P. Mads, », Rs. a. P. Ra, a. P. Rs, a. P. 
meee 2,338,184 16 0 24,985,082 80 | 640,106 H 4| 18,003 8 2) 80741411 6 60,6474 | 130,2255 
Te 2 rn 403 4 ub 6 BOOM 6) eee pie 


1,908,618 _ | 10,88,871 18 0 | _2,92,01,018 20 165,16,423 10 2 | 3,71,687 0 4 | 86,90,789 7 6 |  616,182E 1,995,802 erie 


~2116,978 21,72,056 12 0 "3,57,46,008 0 © | 71,62,590 3 6 | 1,809,550 8 @ | 95,246,197 3 8 ry 670,8808 | 1,524,076 ‘y wO,§ 


—_————— | | Se ok. —_— 











i ‘ComPanigon. 
Total for corresponding week of 


168/800 1,80,301 14 3 19,24,076 30 | 405,705 8 8 17,872 12 8 | 6,603,910 8 7 51,646 99,470 
mile o railway. ‘correspond: . 
& week of previous year | sees . 11910 7 enue 300 111 11 18 10 “010 4 veveee 
correspond! 


ing date ot e 
‘previous year +0 ae ave 1,875,783 | 22,42,887 0 © | 2,34,76,142 0 | 58,90,160 12 8 | 2,17,109 8 4 | 83,50,105 15 7 004,542 1,228,500 
aa ' 


—_—_— 


oneee 














eee statement ¥. eae receipts of the Kast Indian Railway. 


























“| 
Rxcs: ToTsl, RECEIPTS FROM IsT ToTaL RECEIPTS PROM l= 
Wigan barsaaen | ue 1eTn URPTEMSER in 1, 1882 x Bo ee ne 1883 TO eee rrom 
‘ : | 4 # Total 
4 | E q t F . £ I ; in Lys, 
j Recipe. | 3 H Receints. | 8 4 Total receipts.) 2 % | Total receipts | 4 

i HE Hp lng | £2 | 

‘ Rs. Be. A Rs, Rs. Rs. Re, | Rs. Re 
1,5088 6,683,040 441 | 1,500 8,097,415 595 | 1,5068 1,99,51,251 | 13,241 | 1,600 2,96,06,381 | 13,664 36,65,100 


EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY COMPANY. 
Approwimate Return of Traffic for week ended 8th September 1883, on 206% miles open, 





ii 









TOPAL TRAIN-MILES B 


Conchine} Paihee: | 


MERONANDIGE AND MinERAL 
TRAFFIC. 


Other earnings 
(estimaced), | Total earnings, 












Rs, A. P. Rs, A. P. Re, a. PB. 
02,43 0 0 2071 0 0 93,768 . : 8,218 7.580 


Ban 0 4 Riu Y 408 
467,301 248,702 0 0 16,865,087 0 | 0 | 3,858,521 v2) 0 2,694 0 0) 6,389,717 0 0 


piaioo | 277.840 0 0| 21,4723 0| 400,708 0 0) 5,900 0 0| 7.88070 0 0| saan 


—_— 











28,04 0 0 
138 8 8 





240,098 0 
om 1,208 21 





























385,082 23,002 0 0 4,02,217 0 461,595 00 302 0 0) 1,65,409 0 0 5,054 14,428) 
2,341 34 844 6 8 112 3 963 9B] sess 
$1,753,274 0 | 9,060,002 0 0 6,712 0 0 | 11,57,727 0 0 








Includes Re. 148 on account of Revenue stores. 







EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY COMPANY. Miles open. 


Ranaghtt Section an! 
Retore of Traffic for week ended 8th September 1883. { Dum-bum _,, ‘ 


; 
‘Coscurne Trarsic, | MESCHAWDIOR AND Minmnas 









Teaver TOTAL TRAIN-MILES BI 





38.05 tu 
Mo 

so wae oc 

coc @e co. 


oo 





Ra, a. P. Re, a. P Re, aA P. 
1m 8 0 nnses 30 1,876 11 0 o7 0 0 
wart $212 11 0M lL 
81,070 10 163,685 0 0 19,287 2 0 470 6 0 
wom 9 0 2,03,89) 10 15,103 13 0 


—_——— 


6,083, t4.468 8 0 "15,939 0| +2005 10 0 +03 14 6 
152 268 332 0 12 8 2107 
76,434| 38179 4 6] 15610 OF 2954715 0 875 18 2 
¢ eabraneees ebarealeteener tks conrad nalaes mnie of socsteneen 
BENGAL PROVINCIAL RAILWAYS. 
Weekly Stapeont of Trafic Receipts. 


RECKIPTS FOR WERK ENDING “Tora Bacussess nero 


Name of Railway. | 
. “WOM | 5th August 1982, | 4th August 1899,| TO Oth, Angust) To sth August 


Re 4. 7. Roar | Be 
87,601 0 0 eet] 


Re. AP. Ra, 
86,277 0 13,02,250 0 0 | 207,828 
10,310 0 14,883 0 0 14,01,088 0 0 93,419 
2,707 0 4934 0 0 114,183 184,766 0 0 70,081 


1,19 0 1483 0 0 42,748 50,308 0 0 7,650 


49.319 0 0 58,851 0 0 | 17,00,0%2 0 0 20,980,400 0 0 | 3,790,478 


es sss b&b 


BENGAL PROVINCIAL RAILWAYs. 
Weekly Statement of Traffic Receipts. 


Torar of. promaiem PROM 1st 
RECEIPTS POR WEBK ENDING sae 


Length 

Name of Railway. * ee Sm 

| OPPO Leth August 1882, Lith August 1i68,| TO18th ee) eee 4 
| ara | Potter | Tn oe 


Ra aA. P, Ra. a. P. ‘te ale 


L8H 0 13,03,242 0 0 | 2,038,631 eaves 
07,3 0 0 ae 
1,883,077 0 0 tien 


snes 


DARJEELING-HIMALAYAN RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 
Weekly Statement of Traffic Receipts. 


agrees YOR WEEK BNDING TOTAL RECHIPTS YROM 18 JOLY 
oe ee aa eT ae 


t return 
ed * open. 19th Asspust =} 18th a To 19th a Saas | To 18th ae 


Ks. a. P, 
Bo 1 3 


1, the 2ist September 1883. 
DARJEELING-HIMALAYAN RAILWAY COMPAN Y, LIMITED. 








e SUPPLEMENT 10 


‘The Calcutta Gazette. 





















+ 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3, 18838. 
OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
Non-Subsoribers to the Gazette may receive the SUPPLEMENT separately on payment of Siz Rupees 
per annum if delivered im Caleutta, or Twelve Rupees if sent by Post. 
CONTENTS. 
—~— 
e Page. Page. 
Mmm rats | symevetes sae ot i 
Liberality of th ¢ Maharajah ay ae o. oe one 1888 Births and Deaths in the First Class Municipalities in 
Statement showing Rainf . and Mateiand Bengal during the week cating Seth Septet ee pent 1607 
Binet ns Sners rope # i ee. MAlipore Ovenreacary trem 23rd to 300h Boptember 1883, 1600 
ee ~secigmdaye 1506 | MANe “Meteonsloniea! Otis, Ohowringhes, trom. 23rd 
: Mike weok ‘cuding Feiday, tho ahh Bryce 2 of Benes 10g | git MN Se ss tain Malay’ it 
RESOLUTION ON THE GENERAL ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF THE 
COMMISSIONER OF THE BHAGULPORE DIVISION AND SONTHAL 
PERGUNNAHS FOR THE YEAR 1882-83. 
GENERAL DEPARTMENT,—MISCELLANEOUS, 
be oP se Calcutta, the 29th Sijptember 1383. 
F ea ia6 RESOLUTION. 
. Reap— 
_ "The General Report of the Comsniaesonte of tho Bhagulpore Division and Sonthal 
Me ces Pergunnahs for the year 1882-83, a 
For the first half.of the year Mr. Metealfe officiated as Commissioner of the 
BS aieyaion, i Barlow, by whom the report is submitted, resumed charge on the 
Ist November. 

2. Tours.—Messrs. Metcalfe and Barlow spent between them 106 days 
ee n the interior of the division, and the example thus set was on the whole well 
i. x by_ their subordinates. ‘The Collector of Bhagulpore, however, made 
i ur 


his days of the minimum required by the Government, and the 

“ot Mongbye only just came— ap to the prescribed standard. The 

amissioner notices that both these districts were imperfectly inspected. 

; Be heme i mind that it is the duty of all district officers thoroughly 

thei , whatever rica days may be required for the 
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pont head-quarters may exceed 
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“ An important feature of my tour was the attention given to the improvement of the 
extetes undentha'saeege of theivadt of Wards, Mr. Oldham had been able to promise 
funds, and I had to a a their expenditure. During the year some improvements ‘ 
were carried out, and others were planned and are now being made. A new nee 
Kaisar plough—was introduced. A depét for the sale of the Beheea sugarcane was 
established at the outcherry, and 90 of them were sold. Higher primary schools were 


arranged for at Madhupur and Satawan. At Madhupur the help promised by the Court. 
of Wards has called forth a hearty response from the residents, and I hope the nucleus of a 
much-needed school has been formed, I also established a fresh Adé at Burai, which hag 
supplied a great want.” 

3. Weather and crops—In every district of the division the rainfall was 
below that of previous years, but owing to its seasonable distribution, the crops 
suffered Jess from drougkt than might have been expected. The rice crop was 
generally rather below the average, but a heavy fall of rain in the cold weather 
benefited the rubbee crops. nile cbcenge of the usual inundations by the rivers 
in Purneah and Maldah was injurious to the rice of those districts, but was 
very favourable to indigo and jute; so much so, that planters are said to have 
become almost tired of cutting the former, while the latter became so cheap 
that cultivators being unuble to realize any profit in some cases refused to strip 
the fibre from the stalks. In the western portions of the Sonthal Pergunnahs 
the season was normal, while in the centre of the same district the prevailing 

stem of dam irrigation prevented loss from the unequal rainfall. In the east of 
the pergunnahs the crops were good. Generally speaking the yield of bhadoi was 
about ten annas in Monghyr, Bhagulpore and Purneah, and higher in Maldah 
and the Sonthal Pergunnahs; while the aghani variéd from eight annas in 
Bhagulpore to twelve annas in Maldah, The rublee*crop was fair everywhere, 
except in the Bhagulpore district. . 

4, Public health—'The year generally was unhealthy. The only district — 
which escaped an epidemic of fever was Bhagulpore, while the disease was parti- 
cularly prevalent and very fatal in Purneah and Maldah. In the former of these 
districts the recorded mortality, presumably from fever alone, amounted to 28°32 
per mille of the population. The Commissioner fears that.a wave of fever is. 

ing over the Sonthal Pergunnahs, and states that the Pakaur stb-division has - 
fie steadily becoming more unhealthy since 1579. The districts of Purneah, 
Maldah, and the Sonthal Pergunnahs were for the most part free from epidemic 
cholera, but Monghyr and Bhagulpore suffered severely. In the Monghyr 
thannas of Gogri, Beguserai, Xhrarskpur: and Tegra, the mortality which began 
to increase in March reached its climax in June. Subsequently the ‘disease 
abated, but the total re number of deaths was 5,347. In Bhagulngee : 
4,143 deaths were reported, the moriglity being greatest in April. Thedivision 
was free from small-pox and is now’beginning to be fairly protected by vacci- + 
nation, which, notwithstavding occasional opposition, is making progress. ’ 

5. Material conditim of the people.—The comparatively inferior crops of the. 
year are i in the Bhagulpore district, at all events, to have checked = 
improvemenfin the condition of the agricultural classes, though the higher prices — 
which food-crops realized probably prevented any deterioration. The demand — 
fdr labour was generally plentiful, and the condition of the labouring classes _ 
consequently satisfactory. The following account of the progress made in, 
recent years in the Sonthal Pergunnahs is reproduced from the Deputy Commis- 
sioner’s report. 2 

“In my tours in the year, I observed everywhere the 1on 
and of its org ae! among all classes of the people, 













ae strong and healthy, but were entirely carel: 
oe, it dwelling they adopt more decent dress, - 

“ Another sign is the number of Sonthal plantations, not only of fruit-trees, but of 
- @ieacia for fodder, fuel, and implements, round the borders of their homestead lands. * * * * ** 

“The othor local cause is the partial settlement of the Malers of the Rajmehal hills. 
The majority of this race occupy the hills rent-free. and free from any sort of assessment under 
the orders of Government in 1823. Since 1867-68 some 800 villages have come under 
assessment from causes which have been explained elsewhere. The beginning was made by 
their residents asking for a settlement. I recently visited many of these villages, and the 
contrast in their e ent material condition, between them and those which are still unassessed 

» and unsettled, excited the spontaneous comments of the European gentlemen who were with 
me. The inhabitants of a settled area cease to be nomads in the hills, and while maintaining 
their community system, also hold clearly defined individual rights.” 

‘Other evidence points to the same conclusion that an area of prosperity 
has been introduced into the Sonthal Pefgunnahs, by the land settlement 
which has been concluded there. A survey and a record of rights have 
secured to the cultivators security of tenure at fair rents; and the experience 
thus gained in one portion of the country affords earnest of what may 
be expected from the extension of similar security throughout the rest of 
the Province under the Kent Law, which will ensure fixity of tenure and 
freedom from exorbitant demands. 

6. Emigration.—The only feature of note in the history of the year under 
this head is the large increase from 673 to 2,289 in the number of emigrants 
for the tea districts recruited in the Sonthal Pergunnahs. The increase is 
attributed to the extended operations of garden sirdars deputed by their em- 
ployers on the tea estates in Assam to recruit labourers. The garden sirdar 

tem appears to the Commissioner the most satisfactory system known under 
the Act. A certain number of free emigrants are believed iota left the district 
of Monghyr, and this has also been the case in the Sonthal Pergunnahs, where 
it is reported that complaints from officers, missionaries and others regard- 
ing the acts of recruiters have been frequent. It is satisfactory to learn, how- 
ever, that misconduct has in many cases been punished. Similar reports from 
the Chota Nugpore Division have been recently received, and the whole subject 
of emigration conducted by local agents is receiving the Lieutenant-Governor’s 
attention. Copies of all papers on the subject will be forwarded to the Oom- 
missioner of the Bhagulpore Division for his information, and for such necessary 
action asthey may indicate. 

The clearances effected by Sonthals in Maldah continue to make progress. 

7. Prices of food and labour.—The deficient crops eoupled, it may be 
i ed, with the fact that stores of grain had been exhausted in the precedin 

year, led to a general rise in the price of food, The prices of labour remain 


8. Manufactures—Indigo, though sorf®what declining in importance, is 
still the principal industry in the division. Except, however, as regards the 
Purneah district, where the crop, as already noticed, was exceptionally 
good, the year was unfavourable for the industry, In Monghyr the 
-outturn was average only, in Bhagulpore it suffered from rain, and in Maldah 
from drought. The condition of the silk industry remains unchanged, and 
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demand is, as elsewhere, said to be diminishing. he manufacture of 
Ww 





pons in Monghyr has almost died out, but that of padlocks and punches is 
nging up e brass and bell-metal ware of Nawabgunge, in the Maldah 
¥ #, seems to be almost the only product of the division for which there 
jisany active demand. The actual or thieatened extinction of these, and so 
many similar industries in which India once excejled, isa matter for great 
gret ; and though in many cases,-no doubt, Iudidn articles have been driven 

f the market in favour of cheaper and . times better articles from 
lurope, it cannot be denied that sses’ of the people have suffered very 
I arp abs A of their —— eeagpenes It may tainly be 

ped that th opportuniti es given to Yis er countries of seeing 
tthe” ational Exhibition of the current year as @ means 
Tie A yere in progress during the year with regard to some of the wines 
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